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Jesus Christ: The Real Story

of God’s very being” (Hebrews 1:1-3, NRSV).

This tells us that long ago God revealed His will through men whom
He used to speak for Him, but now He is revealing Himself and His will
through Jesus, whom He sent from His very throne in heaven.

“All things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you,”
said Jesus (John 15:15). But not only did He speak God’s will, He came
to earth and lived it under the most trying circumstances in witness to

all humanity.

The glory of God, the truth of God and God Himself were revealed
to every human being in the person of Jesus Christ. For as Jesus said,
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father...” (John 14:9).

Jesus represented the Father perfectly. When you saw Jesus, you
saw reflected in Him the love and perfect, righteous character of God.
Throughout Christ’s ministry in the flesh, the total and enduring love
of God for mankind came shining through.

God'’s revelation versus other religions

Ravi Zacharias, in his book Jesus Among Other Gods, gives insight
into the differences between Jesus and founders of other world religions:

The Tearing of the Temple Veil

Matthew records several events that took
place at Christ’s death. One that ini-
tially seems insignificant, but was a symbol
of major importance, is found in Matthew
27:50-51: “And Jesus cried out again with
a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then,
behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom.”

What did this mean, this event that was
S0 important that three of the Gospel writers
mentioned it?

The temple was divided into two portions,
an outer room called the Holy Place in which a
number of priests served, and an inner room
called the Most Holy Place or Holy of Holies.
This inner room represented God'’s presence. It
was so sacred that the only person allowed in
was the high priest, and then only on one day
of the year to make atonement for the sins of
himself and the people.

This sacred room, the Holy of Holies, was

separated from the rest of the temple by
an elaborate and beautifully embroidered
curtain. According to Jewish descriptions of
the temple, this curtain was truly massive—
measuring some 30 feet wide, 60 feet high
and three inches thick. Its tearing in two
from top to bottom at Jesus' death was a
shocking and bewildering event! How could
God let something like that happen within
His temple?

Yet God was not only behind this, He delib-
erately tore the curtain to make a point—that
mankind’s sins, which had cut us off from Him
(Isaiah 59:2), could now be forgiven through
Jesus Christ’s shed blood.

Comparing how the high priest had previ-
ously only been able to pass through the cur-
tain once a year to offer atonement for sing,
Hebrews 10:19-22 explains that a new High
Priest, Jesus Christ, through the sacrifice of
Himself superseded this ritual for all time and
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“At the heart of every major religion is a leading exponent. As the exposi-
tion is studied, something very significant emerges. There comes a bifurca-
tion, or a distinction, between the person and the teaching—Mohammed,
to the Koran. Buddha, to the Noble Path. Krishna, to his philosophizing.

Zoroaster, to his ethics.

“Whatever we may make of their claims, one reality is inescapable.
They are teachers who point to their teaching or show some particular
way. In all of these, there emerges an instruction, a way of living ... it is
Zoroaster to whom you listen. It is not Buddha who delivers you; it is his
Noble Truths that instruct you. It is not Mohammed who transforms you;
it is the beauty of the Koran that woos you.

“By contrast, Jesus did not only teach or expound His message. He
was identical with His message ... He did not just proclaim the truth.

He said, ‘I am the truth.” He did not just show a way. He said, ‘I am the
way.” He did not just open up vistas. He said, ‘I am the door.” ‘I am the
Good Shepherd.” ‘I am the resurrection and the life.” ‘T am the I AM’”

(2000, p. 89).

Jesus did not offer bread to nourish the soul, He said He is the Bread.
Jesus wasn’t just a teacher of a superior ethic, He was the Way. Jesus

opened for us through the
curtain (that is, through his
flesh), and since we have a
great priest over the house
of God, let us approach
with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our
hearts sprinkled clean from
an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure
water” (NRSV).

The lesson for us is that,
following heartfelt repen-
tance, we can “come boldly

At Christ’s death the massive curtain that separated the
Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple was torn from
from top to bottom, signifying that mankind now has
direct access to God the Father through Christ’s sacrifice.

gives mankind direct access to God:
“Therefore, my friends, since we have con-

fidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of

Jesus, by the new and living way that he

to the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time
of need” (Hebrews 4:16).
Because of Christ's sacri-
fice, we enjoy direct access to the throne of
our merciful, loving Creator. (To learn more,
see “Alive Again Today and Forever,” beginning
on page 100.)
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didn’t just promise eternal life, He said, “I am the resurrection and the
life” (John 11:25).

What becomes clear is that only Jesus is the true Revealer of the true
God. There could be no escaping what people saw. God revealed Him-
self in such a manner that there is no easy way out for any of us. We
have to face it squarely—that Jesus was who He said He was and had
been sent here by His Father.

There is no such thing as “many roads that lead to God.” Jesus
declared: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me” (John 14:6). That is why Peter could coura-
geously proclaim: “There is no salvation through anyone else; in all the
world no other name has been granted to mankind by which we can be
saved” (Acts 4:12, REB).
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the reconciling of humanity to Himself through Jesus Christ (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:18-19). Why do we need that reconciliation? Isaiah 59:1-2 tells us:
“Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull
to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your
sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear” (NIV).

Our sins have cut us off from God. Paul speaks of us as enemies in
need of reconciliation with Him—a reconciliation that comes through
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. “While we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God through the death of his Son” (Romans 5:10, NRSV).

Peter says this death “was foreordained before the foundation of the
world” (1 Peter 1:20), and John speaks of Jesus as “the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). The coming of a Messiah
to be a saving sacrifice was in the planning from before the beginning

God'’s purpose from the beginning

God’s plan for “bringing many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10) includes

Alive Again Today and Forever

n an act of supreme sacrifice, Jesus of

Nazareth gave His life for all mankind. Yet
the grave couldn’t hold Him; He rose to life
everlasting. What is He like today?

The apostle John was given a vision of
the resurrected, glorified Jesus Christ in
Revelation 1:12-18: “I turned around to see
the voice that was speaking to me. And
when | turned | saw seven golden lamp-
stands, and among the lampstands was
someone ‘like a son of man,” dressed in a
robe reaching down to his feet and with a
golden sash around his chest.

“His head and hair were white like wool,
as white as snow, and his eyes were like
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glow-
ing in a furnace, and his voice was like the
sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he
held seven stars, and out of his mouth came
a sharp double-edged sword. His face was
like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

“When | saw him, | fell at his feet as
though dead. Then he placed his right hand
on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. | am

the First and the Last. | am the Living One;
| was dead, and behold / am alive for ever
and ever!”” (NIV).

Jesus now lives forever as an eternal,
immortal spirit being. John also tells us that
His faithful followers, in the resurrection, will
be like Him—"and everyone who has this
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure” (1 John 3:2-3).

Jesus now sits at the right hand of God
the Father “with angels, authorities and
powers in submission to him” (1 Peter
3:22, NIV). He is the living, active, Head of
His Church (Colossians 1:18), and as “the
firstboorn among many brethren” (Romans
8:29) He continually helps bring others to
salvation in God’s family.

How is He serving His brothers and sisters
on earth? Remember that Christ is the Mediator
between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5). One of
the major themes of the book of Hebrews is to
show how Christ carries out His sacred role as
our High Priest (to learn more, see “The Tearing
of the Temple Veil,” beginning on page 98).

of this present world.

Our first human parents Adam and Eve sinned. And all humanity has
followed suit. Yet God would erase the enmity in the minds of human

Sin has seriously damaged the human
race. “Sin is the transgression of the law” (1
John 3:4, KJV). Sin separates us from God
(Isaiah 59:1-2) and threatens our eternal
reward. It is the implacable enemy of every
human being and must be conquered. This
is not easy and never has been.

But Christ knows what it is like to have
human nature, to be tempted to sin, to be
tempted to transgress God’s spiritual law.
“For in that He Himself has suffered, being
tempted, He is able to aid those who are
tempted” (Hebrews 2:18).

Christ did whatever was necessary to
resist the pulls of the flesh and temptations
to sin. He never underestimated them. He
prayed and fasted, but mostly He continually
relied on and looked to the Father for help.

By never once transgressing God'’s law, “He
condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3). In
contrast, sin has tainted us, and one of our
major goals as Christians is to learn to over-
come its entanglements. Yet we cannot do this
apart from our Savior, who told us, “Without
Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

Notice Hebrews 4:14-16: “Seeing then

that we have a great High Priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession
['profession,” KJV]. For we do not have a
High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.”

Christ is the author and captain of our
salvation. “Therefore He is also able to save
to the uttermost those who come to God
through Him, since He always lives to make
intercession [with the Father] for them”
(Hebrews 7:25). Christ sits at the Father’s
right hand “to appear in the presence of
God for us” (Hebrews 9:24).

Paul says that, through the indwelling of
God'’s Spirit, Jesus lives again within converted
Christians (Galatians 2:20), empowering us to
live a new, godly life patterned after His life.
Through His sacrifice and living again within
us, we can be redeemed “from every lawless
deed” and purified as “His own special people,
zealous for good works” (Titus 2:14).
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beings toward Himself by demonstrating His love toward them all through
the only convincing way possible—the very Creator Himself would come
to earth and sacrifice His life for them (John 3:16-17).

The dynamic of Christ’s sacrifice

God had to ensure that human beings, whom God intended to become
children in His divine family (2 Corinthians 6:18), would never turn
against Him at any point in

the future. (To learn more
about this incredible future,
request or download a free
copy of the booklet What Is
Your Destiny?)

Since the first man and
woman disobeyed God
and chose to follow Satan,
how would God ensure this
would never happen again?
How could God bring them
to the point that they would
never turn against Him? At its heart, the story of Jesus Christ is a love
How would He win their story—the love of the Father who gave His
complete trust? on/y'Son and the love of the’SQn who gave

The plan for the Word to His life so that all who are willing may ulti-

become a human being and mately share eternal life in the family of God.

surrender His life for all humanity would establish God’s love without
question.

The sacrifice of Christ was not only for the payment of sins, but would
forever be a witness to God’s love (John 3:16-17). God would have a rela-
tionship with His children who would be in the relationship because they
wanted to be there. It would be a relationship of complete trust.

It is obvious that the first human beings did not really know their God
and their Creator. Just before Jesus was arrested and killed, He emphati-
cally declared to His disciples, “From now on you know Him and have
seen Him” (John 14:7).

The statement Jesus made in His final prayer now comes into its own:
“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3). His sacrifice would be
the final witness, the ultimate statement, of the love God the Father and
Jesus Christ had for mankind. The disciples would soon know God in
the most profound way and come to the most profound of realizations.
“God is love,” is the way the apostle John expressed it (1 John 4:8, 16).

Designpics
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A lesson in the greatest love

When you come to know, as the disciples did, the real Jesus and the
real story, it makes all the difference in the world.

This demonstration of love was so powerful. Do we grasp it? “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved” (John 3:16-17).

Those who have not experienced love from those who should have
given it, namely parents or other family members, often have a difficult
time loving others. Without the example of love from others, we would
not know love. Love is something that cannot be explained to us; we
simply have to experience it firsthand. We don’t know how to love until
it is shown to us first.

Without experiencing the goodness of others, we have no compel-
ling reason to do what is right. Without experiencing the love of God
expressed in the death of Christ, we would have no compelling reason to
love others. Without coming to the realization that God died for each of
us personally and individually, we could not be convicted of our personal
sins to the point we would never want to sin again.

God the Father and Jesus Christ knew just how to go about accomplish-
ing Their plan to bring children into Their divine family—children who
would always want to remain in this sacred and loving family relationship.
For Jesus—who was the Creator of everything and who had lived for all
eternity—to live as a mortal and among mortals and then die for them so
that they might have eternal life also, can be nothing less than godlike.

The same is true for the Father, who gave up His eternal companion,
closer to Him than any human relationship can approach, and allowed
Jesus to go through the suffering He did for the sake of all humanity. For
both, the sacrifice is unimaginable.

It is unheard of in human experience. Human goodness does not
come close. As Paul wrote in Romans 5:7-8: “Indeed, rarely will anyone
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone
might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while
we still were sinners Christ died for us” (NRSV).

Paul concludes that Christ is “the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians
1:24) and that the idea of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corin-
thians 2:2) is “the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages”
(verse 7). God’s plan provides a way for our sins to be forgiven, but is
also designed so we would not choose the way of sin ever again.

God knew how to solve the problem of sin and predetermined His
purpose before the first man ever drew breath.
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Your Date With Destiny:
Meeting the Real Jesus

“I have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

isunderstanding Jesus’ expectations of His followers is

one of the biggest tragedies of all. Mistakenly assuming

that Jesus paid the penalty for our sins so we can now do

whatever we want, many have a mental picture of Jesus as
a quiet, docile, loving Being handing out eternal life to anyone who will
simply acknowledge Him as Lord and Savior. Many believe there are
many roads to God and a joyful afterlife.

The Bible reveals that we each have a date with destiny when we will
face Jesus and give account of our actions. Surprisingly, the way Jesus
will appear when He returns and the criteria He will use in determining
who will be in His Kingdom are quite different from what most people
have been led to believe. Similar to the confusion surrounding Jesus’
first coming, misunderstanding is rampant regarding His return. What
is the truth—the real story—about His return?

Why will Christ come a second time?

Jesus is pictured in the book of Revelation as the resurrected Savior,
the Messiah who is preparing to return to earth a second time. “I am
He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore”
(Revelation 1:18).

But how is He coming, and why? In Matthew 24 He gives us the
sobering answer. Responding to the disciples’ question, about the time
of His return and the end of this age of man, Jesus laid out a frightening
scenario that includes widespread religious deception, warfare, famines
and devastating natural disasters. “All these,” He told them, “are the
beginning of birth pains” that will usher in this new age to begin at His
return (verse 8, NIV).

At what point will He intervene? At the point that mankind faces anni-
hilation. “It will be a time of great distress, such as there has never been
before since the beginning of the world, and will never be again. If that
time of troubles were not cut short, no living thing could survive; but for
the sake of God’s chosen it will be cut short” (verses 21-22, REB).
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Why must Jesus Christ return? Conditions will have grown so ter-
rible, so life-threatening, that human life will be in danger of extinction.
He came to earth the first time to save us from our sins. He will come a
second time to save us from ourselves.

Initially at least, it will not be a pretty sight. Revelation 6:16-17
describes Him as coming in wrath
because of mankind’s continued
refusal to obey His laws and the
world’s continual slide into evil and
self-destructiveness. His return is
announced with the sounding of trum-
pets ushering in monumental calami-
ties on the earth (chapters 8 and 9).
Yet in all of this it is His great con-
cern for mankind that leads to this
righteous anger.

Jesus is pictured as the One who
is returning to rule the nations of the
entire earth (Revelation 11:15). He will

. not accept resistance from anyone who
Jesus Christ will return to earth to opposes His righteous rule and will
save the human race from extinG- make war with the nations and the
tion, intervening when mankind s 1o, ders who oppose Him (Revelation
on the brink of self-annihilation. h
19:15). He punishes and takes charge
for our own good—to bring peace to a world bent on destruction.

This is perhaps the most important picture of Jesus in the Bible,
because this is the Jesus Christ the entire world will meet sometime
in the coming years—perhaps in the not-too-distant future.

From these prophecies it becomes clear that Jesus didn’t die for us
to have our own way. “He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” (Philippians 2:8-10).

Jesus will take His rightful place as ruler of the earth, as the saving
Messiah, when He returns. Where will you find yourself at that point?

Are we missing something?

As noted at the beginning of this chapter, many have the idea that
Jesus died for us to eliminate any requirement that we obey God—and
that a gentle, docile Jesus will admit us into His eternal presence if we
will only acknowledge Him as our Savior, regardless of any way we
would choose to live.
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But to believe these things is to believe in a false Jesus and to com-
pletely miss the point of His promised second coming. He must return
precisely because we will have followed the path of doing whatever
we want and rejecting God’s laws—and that path ends at the point

of global extinction.

Which path will you choose? It’s true that Christ’s sacrifice demon-
strated God’s love, and nothing could be a more powerful demonstration
of that love. But is that all there is to the story? Is Christianity a matter
of only what Jesus has done for us? Or are we willing to follow Jesus
by doing what He commanded and following His example?

Are we going to simply believe in Him, or will we believe His message
too? There is a major difference. He preached the gospel of the Kingdom
of God, the world-ruling Kingdom He will establish at His return. Are
you preparing to be in the Kingdom of God? Do you really grasp that the
Kingdom of God is a literal kingdom that will rule over all the earth and,
in an ultimate sense, will extend throughout all infinity for eternity?

Jesus explained the laws of the Kingdom of God in His Sermon on
the Mount. These are magnifications of the same laws He gave at Sinai,

‘Even So, Come, Lord Jesus!’

error of all kinds fills our world today.

Suicide bombers, anthrax, radioactive
“dirty” bombs, killer epidemics, kidnappings,
gangs, rapes, murders, wars.

Everywhere we look, the trend is down-
ward. Man’s inhumanity to his fellow man
is growing worse, and even the most opti-
mistic can find it harder to fight the feelings

of foreboding that our world is on a course
of self-destruction.

Jesus Christ looked down through history
and foretold this spiral of sorrows leading
to an unprecedented time of trouble to
occur before His return (Matthew 24.7-8,
21). Our spiritual Savior also promised to
save humanity from total annihilation by His
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laws that He lived perfectly throughout His entire life. And Jesus said
that if a person diminishes them in the least way, that person himself
will be regarded as least (Matthew 5:19). Yet, tragically, the majority
of those who claim to follow Jesus dismiss His clear statements on this

important issue.

It seems that the teachings of Christianity, from the time after the
apostles passed from the scene, have focused on the appealing idea of
One who loves you, forgives you, comforts you and accepts you. But
few have explained that Jesus requires His followers to obey the Father’s
commandments, both for their own good and for the benefit and blessing
of all those around them (1 John 2:3-6; 5:3).

If you don’t understand God’s commandments, you don’t understand
sin, because sin is the breaking of God’s law (1 John 3:4). And if you
don’t understand what sin is, then how can you repent? Without repen-
tance—turning from living your own way of life to God’s way of life—
how can you truly accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?

Jesus didn’t die so we can feel better about ourselves. Jesus died to
pay the penalty for the sins you and I committed. If we return to a life

glorious coming (Matthew 24:22, 30).

As King of Kings He will set up God’s
wonderful, righteous Kingdom (Revelation
11:15; for more information on these proph-
ecies, download or request our free booklet
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy).

This is the time God’s people through
the ages have longed and prayed for: “Your
kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10).

John, an apostle of deep love and com-
passion, was given a wonderful vision of a

time beyond all the troubles, plagues and
war necessitated by man’s unrepentant
evil—the time when God will wipe away all
tears, when there will be no more sorrow or
crying (Revelation 21:4).

At the end of the last chapter of the last
book of the Bible, three times John recorded
Christ's wonderful promise: “I am coming
quickly” (Revelation 22:7, 12, 20). In verse 20
John, and all Christians, respond with deep
yearning: “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”
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of sin after knowing these things, we “crucify again ... the Son of God,
and put Him to an open shame” (Hebrews 6:6). Why would we despise
His sacrifice and put Him to death all over again?

What does He expect?

In Luke 6:46 Jesus asks a question we should all seriously consider: “Why
do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?” (NIV).

It isn’t enough to simply call Jesus “Lord” or accept Him as such.

As Jesus Himself explained in Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but ke who does
the will of My Father in heaven.” Entering God’s Kingdom requires
living according to God’s will. Nothing else will do.

He continues in verses 22-23: “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them,

‘I never knew you,; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’”

What laws could He be talking about? The same laws He kept perfectly.
The same laws He, as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, revealed to
Moses. The same laws He will institute to govern all of humanity in His
Kingdom. He will never give His wonderful gift of eternal life to those
who, by returning to sin, “crucify again...the Son of God”!

Clearly Jesus fully expects us to turn from sin and begin to obey His
Father’s commandments, the perfect “law of liberty” that sets us free
from the suffering and death that sin brings (James 1:25; 2:12).

An abundant, fulfilling life

It’s tragic that submission to God’s laws is called “bondage” by so
many—including, ironically, many supposedly Christian religious teach-
ers. The apostle John plainly tells us that such teachers are wrong. “This
is the love of God, that we keep His commandments,” wrote John. “And
His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).

Jesus Christ understood that living according to God’s revealed way
of life is the key to a successful, happy, fulfilling life. “I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full,” He said (John 10:10, NIV).

He says to those who would follow Him, “Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Mat-
thew 11:29-30). What the world sees as bondage is actually true freedom
and happiness in Christ. This is what God promises those who follow the
real Jesus and His true teachings.

But that path isn’t easy to find, and you alone can make the choice to
follow it. “Enter by the narrow gate,” He tells us, “for wide is the gate
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and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who
go in by it.” He instructs us to not take the easy route most of humanity
chooses. “Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life,
and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). If you make a deci-
sion to turn to Jesus, let it be done with the real Jesus Christ and His real
story in mind. He is a king. He is worthy to rule the entire earth, and He
will rule.

He is the earth’s Maker and the Creator of life itself. He took com-
plete responsibility for His Creation by coming to earth to demonstrate
His good intentions toward us and with faithful adherence to the will of
God to die for us. He will not fail to complete His mission to establish
His Kingdom of peace over the whole earth.

So if you accept Him, remember—you accept Him as King and Ruler
of your life now. He is the One you serve now, and the One you will
serve forever.
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Did Jesus Christ Really Say That?

prised, maybe even shocked, to discover some of the things Jesus

Christ really said and what the Bible says about Him. But there's
much more that'’s rarely taught or discussed in most churches—and
when it is, it often doesn’t square with what Jesus Himself said!

You need to discover what the Bible says for yourself. And don't
take our word for it—look it up in the pages of your own Bible!

This booklet has touched on many subjects that are vitally impor-
tant to understanding Christ’s teachings and God's purpose for
humanity and for you. We've put together many other booklets that
discuss these crucial topics in much greater detail. All are yours free
for the asking when you contact one of our offices or visit our Web
site at www.ucg.org. As always, there is never any cost or obligation,
and no one will call on you.

* To discover the incredible biblical truth of what the Bible reveals
about God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, request Who Is God?

e To learn more about the awesome purpose of human life as
revealed in the Scriptures, be sure to call or write for your free copy
of What Is Your Destiny?

* Why are there so many churches, each proclaiming a different
set of doctrines? How can you find the true Church Jesus promised
to build? Request The Church Jesus Built to discover the answers.

¢ For more information about repentance and conversion—and
how you can fulfill Jesus Christ's purpose for you—request your free
copy of Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion.

e To understand which day is the biblical Sabbath—the day set

I f you've finished reading this booklet, you've probably been sur-

aside in the Bible for regular weekly rest and worship services—write
or call for your free copy of Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest.
You'll also learn why God wants His people to assemble together and
why this most neglected of the Ten Commandments is so important
to our relationship with Jesus Christ and God the Father.

¢ To learn more about the biblical festivals Jesus kept, request your
free copy of God'’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.

* What is the true gospel Jesus Christ taught and commanded His
Church to proclaim to the world? Is it possible that most of Christianity
accepts and teaches a different gospel from the one Jesus Christ
taught? Request your free copy of The Gospel of the Kingdom
to discover the answers.

* The foundation of right human behavior is found in the Ten
Commandments. But why are they so important? Do they have a
deeper meaning that most people miss? Be sure to call or write for
your free copy of The Ten Commandments.

* The popular holidays of Christmas and Easter cannot be found
in the Bible. What are their origins? Where did their trappings, such
as decorated trees, Santa Claus, rabbits and colored eggs, originate?
Be sure to request Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days
We Observe? to learn the surprising answers!

¢ |f you would like to learn more about the people behind the
publication of this booklet, request This Is the United Church of God.

All publications are provided free as an educational service in the public
interest. Download or request them at www.gnmagazine.org/booklets.
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If You'd Like to Know More...

Who we are: This publication is provided free of charge by the United Church
of God, an International Association, which has ministers and congregations
throughout much of the world.

We trace our origins to the Church
that Jesus founded in the early first
century. We follow the same teach-
ings, doctrines and practices estab-
lished then. Our commission is to
proclaim the gospel of the coming
Kingdom of God to all the world

as a witness and to teach all nations [ .’i

e

to observe what Christ commanded J -
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20). . | £

Free of charge: Jesus Christ said, “Freely you have received, freely give”
(Matthew 10:8). The United Church of God offers this and other publications
free of charge as an educational service

in the public interest. We invite you
to request your free subscription

to The Good News magazine and
to enroll in our 12-lesson Bible Study

We are grateful for the generous
tithes and offerings of the members

) of the Church and other supporters
who voluntarily contribute to support this work. We do not solicit the general
public for funds. However, contributions to help us share this message of hope
with others are welcomed. All funds are audited annually by an independent
accounting firm.

Personal counsel available: Jesus commanded His followers to feed His

sheep (John 21:15-17). To help fulfill this command, the United Church of
God has congregations around the world. In these congregations believers
assemble to be instructed from the Scriptures and to fellowship.

The United Church of God is committed to understanding and practicing
New Testament Christianity. We desire to share God's way of life with those
who earnestly seek to follow our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our ministers are available to counsel, answer ques-
tions and explain the Bible. If you would like to
contact a minister or visit one of our congregations,
please feel free to contact our office nearest you.

For additional information: Visit our Web site
www.gnmagazine.org to download or request any
of our publications, including issues of The Good
News, dozens of free booklets and much more.
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