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reaking the Spell of
Harry Potter

While America wages war in a “just cause” in Afghanistan,
audiences are flocking to two current movies dealing with
witchcraft and sorcery. How does God view this scene? Can a
nation call for God'’s blessing while it exports witchcraft?

by Darris McNeely

Y/ | O h, | fed so sorry for those
American churches who
keep Haloween and

encourage their people to celebrate such

ademonic custom. They don’t know what
they are doing!” So said a Bulgarian

Protestant minister in a phone cornversa:

tion with me afew months ago. The gen-

tleman was cdling to discuss the beliefs
of the United Church of God. When |
explained that we observed the biblica

Holy Days rather than

traditional holidays of

the world, he men-
tioned how sad it was
to watch his fellow

Protestant churches

observe what to him

were obvious pagan
practices.

We are seeing
today arisein fasci-
nation with the
occult,inafar more
focused way. Thiswinter, movie
audiences are being served adouble dose
of occult entertainment with therelease of
movies based on the highly successful
Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings nov-
els. People, and in the case of the Potter
movie, young children, areflockingtothe
cineplexes to watch the film incarnations
of these fictional characters from the
world of witchcraft and sorcery.

What does this say about the modern
culture of America and Britain? These
booksand moviesarethe productsof their
artistic communities. More importantly,

what does God say about such practices
and how might that affect the future
course of both nations?

A boy named Harry

The Harry Potter phenomenon has
grown out of four novels written since
1994 by the British author, JK. Rowling.
In the first book and the movie Harry
Potter is an orphaned 11-year-old boy
who lives with his uncle and aunt in
London. Harry is treated poorly by his

family and lives in a smdl

cramped space in a closet under
the stairs of their home. When let-
ters dtart arriving addressed to
Harry, the secret of hispast and the
promiseof hisfuturecometolight.
Harry’s parents were witches who
were killed by an evil wizard,
Valdemoort. The letters are sum-
moning Harry to “Hogwarts” a
schooal for witches. Harry’ sentrance
into this school setsthe stagefor his
adventuresin witchcraft and sorcery
inthefirst of thebooks, titled Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’'s Sone,

The books contain a great deal about
the black arts. Author Rowling did her
homework in researching the subject to
fill the bookswith authenticity while coat-
ing the subject with a veneer of enchant-
ment and fun. This makes the stories
wildly interesting for young readers.
Harry and hisfriends, Roy and Hermione,
are typical kids dealing with the usua
matters of peers, homework and over-

(See “HARRY POTTER,” page 3)
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The Coming “Utopia”

of the Kingdom of God. Not so. Others spesk of a different, man-made utopia
Thisattempt at utopiaisdowly formingin Europewithitsfledgling stepstoward
the status of superpower.

Last month Britain’s Prime Minister Tony Blair delivered a speech that clearly
gpelled out hisvision of hisnation’sfuture course. Speaking beforeaprestigious audi-
ence &t the annual Lord Mayor of London’s dinner, Blair spoke of the “international
community” effectively working together to address the problems so dramatically
highlighted by the Sept. 11 attack. “ Some say it's utopian; othersthat it is dangerous
to think that we can resolve dl these problems by oursalves. But...sdlf-interest for a
nation and theinterests of the broader community arenolonger in conflict” (Telegraph
Group, speech by Tony Blair a the Lord Mayor’s Banquet, Nov. 12, 2001).

The *broader community” to which he speaksis the European Community that,
he went on to say, should take an even larger role in solving the immediate problems
inthe Middle East and Central Asia. In answer to those who say that Britain can't tilt
toward Europeand maintainitshistoric “ specid relaionship” with America, headded,
“I hope we have buried the myth that Britain has to choose between being strong in
Europe or strong with the United States. Afghani stan has shown vividly how therdla
tionsreinforce each other; and that both the U.S. and our European partnersval ue our
rolewiththeother. Solet usplay our full part in Europe, not retreat to itsmargins; and
let us proclaim our closenessto the United States and useit to bring Europe closer to
America. The solidarity of our European partnersin this present crisis has been totd.
It will remain so; and that isared cause for hope” (ibid).

The prime minister has made no secret of hisstrong desireto see Britain adopt the
new euro currency taking full effect on Jan. 1, 2002. Former Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, among others, has maintained Britain must keep itself independent and
autonomousinitsrelationshipwiththe EU if itisto maintainitshistoric roleasabuffer
between the ideas of Europe and those shared by Americaand Britain. Sheis quoted
asoncesaying, “...part of England’s purpose, part of its historic mission, had beento
stop the bad ideas of Europe from jumping quickly and completely across the
Atlantic...like a great sneeze and [making] America and the rest of the West sick”
(“ThereWill Always Be an England?’, Wall Sreet Journal, June 8, 2001).

This growing continental alliance is destined to become part of a stronger eco-
nomic and political power than people currently imagine. The Bible foretells a sys-
temin theend time that promises peace and freedom (call it “utopid’), yet it will turn
into amonstrous system that will crush any who opposeits plans (Revelation 18).

Inthisissue we offer severa articlesthat help focus our attention on the changing
world order. January will see the conversion to the euro currency in the European
Community, an unprecedented step in modern times. Effortsto clone human life pre-
sent new questions and issues never beforeimagined. Many have said that welivein
adifferent world since Sept. 11. Much seemsto remain the same, but thereisno doubt
we need to remain aert to the large trends that will shape the future.

A Chrigtian’shopeisnot in ahumanly devised utopia, but in the real hope of the
ageto come, when al things are restored in the Kingdom of God.

—DarrisMcNedy

Regular readers of this column will think its headline pointsto the biblical utopia

Read World News and Prophecy as soon as it is completed. The next issueis
scheduled to be available by January 16 on the Internet at:

http://www.ucg.org/articles/wnp/
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“HARRY POTTER,” (Continued from page 1)
bearing adults. Readers have no difficulty
relating. Vaueslikefriendship, loyaty and
courage are wrapped around the symbols
and imagery of the occult. Thismakesthe
books popular with children and with
adultswho are thrilled to see achild read-
ing rather than playing avideo game.
There is no question the books have
introduced thousands of children to the
pleasures of reading. But & what cost?As
children process the stories of witches,
magic and sorcery, what will thelong-term
impact be upon their perception of good
and evil? More importantly, what place
will remain in their minds for the source
of al spiritua truth, the Bible? There is
already enough deception in today’'s
world. When black magic is used to con-
vey positive spiritua values, how will the
mind be able to discern truth from error?

One movie to bring them all

JR.R. Tolkien's trilogy, The Lord of
the Rings, has been called by many the
“novd of the century.” First published in
1954, the series (The Fellowship of the
Ring, The Two Towers and The Return of
the King), has sold more than 45 million
copiesin over 25 languages. These books
arguably set thestandard for fantasy books
and movies during the past half-century.
All three books have now been filmed and
will bereleased oneat atimeover the next
three Decembers. Predictions are that it
will become the most successful movie
seriesin history.

Tolkien was aprofessor of language at
England’sOxford University when hecre-
ated hisfantasy world of characters, geog-
raphy andlanguage. Origindly, hethought
that no one outside his family would be
interested inthe story. How wrong hewas.
The stories, which ded with large human
issues such as persona loss and the battle
between good and evil, are written in a
compelling style and have captured aloy-
al audience of devotees. The work has
spawned awholeindustry of commentary
that speaks to the transcendent nature of
thework. Tolkien captured eternal themes
and cloaked them in aworld of fantasy.

The cinematic versions of both the
Rowling and Tolkien bookswill no doubt
vie with one another for top honors of
grossreceiptsand viewers. New audiences
will be introduced to the stories and book
sales will continue to increase. But what

doesthis say about the state of our nation?
More importantly, what does God say
about this fascination with witchcraft and
sorcery inthe midst of a people?

What would God do?

Witcheraft and sorcery werespecificd -
ly condemned in ancient Israel, a people
chosen to be a model of a godly nation.
God laid out lawswhich addressed how to
dedl with this problem. God's laws stated
that no sorceress weas to live among the
people and no one wasto consult or listen
to those who practiced the black arts
(Exodus22:18; Leviticus19:31). Dabbling
in magic cut one off from God and invited
termination from the community.

“And the person who turnsto mediums
and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself
with them, | will set My face against that
person and cut him off from his people....
A man or awoman who is a medium, or
who hasfamiliar spirits, shall surely beput
to death; they shall stonethemwith stones.
Their blood shal be upon them”
(Leviticus 20:6, 27). Divination with the
spirit world was a common feature of the
nations around them and something God
knew would be asnare for His people.

During thereign of Saul, Israel’sfirst
king, the land was purged of witchcraft.
Yet Saul isfound consulting awitch dur-
ing atime of crisiswhen God had depart-
ed from him and was no longer working
with him asking (1 Samuel 28:7). In the
depth of depression, Saul asks the medi-
um to summon the spirit of the dead
Samuel to advisshimwhat todoinatime
of crisis. The story shows the deceptive
nature of the spirit world, as a demon
appearsin theform of the prophet of God
and communicates with Saul, aman who
once had the spiritua statureto bechosen
theleader of Isradl. Poor Saul had drifted
far from God and this encounter with the
black arts symbolizes the distance
between truth and deception. God want-
ed none of it where the work of His
Kingdom was being done.

In Saul’srebellion and God'srejection
of him as king, we see the connection
betweenwitchcraft andidolatry, the break-
ing of the First Commandment. Samuel
had told Saul “For rebellionisasthesin of
witcheraft, and stubbornnessisasiniquity
and idolatry...” (1 Samue 15:23).
Sorcery and witchcraft aretoxic elements
that poison this vita first connection

between the Creator and the creation.

Isradl hitorically was seduced by the
mixture of false prophets and diviners
whose work destroyed the nation’s
covenant relationship with God. Those
teachers and sorcerers who claimed a
higher or purer spiritual knowledge con-
tinually worked against the nation and
wereaprime part of why Isragl and Judah
went into captivity.

Ezekiel shows the murky mixture of
false prophets and divination. “*Son of
man, prophesy againgt the prophets of
Israel who prophesy, and say to thosewho
prophesy out of their own heart, “Hear the
word of the Lorb!”’" Thus says the Lord
Gob: ‘Woe to the foolish prophets, who
follow their own spirit and have seen noth-
ing'... They have envisioned futility and
false divination, saying, “Thus says the
Lorp!” But the LorD has not sent them;
yet they hope that the word may be con-
firmed. Have you not seen afutile vision,
and have you not spoken false divination?
You say, “The Lorp says,” but | have not
spoken.” Therefore thus says the Lord
Gob: ' Because you have spoken nonsense
and envisioned lies, therefore | am indeed
againgt you,’ saysthelLord Gop. ‘My hand
will be againgt the prophets who envision
futility and who divine lies; they shall not
be in the assembly of My people, nor be
writtenin therecord of thehouse of |sradl,
nor shall they enter into theland of Isragl.
Then you shall know that | am the Lord
Gop'” (Ezekid 13:2-9).

When Judah faced imminent destruc-
tion at the hand of Babylon, Jeremiah
included sorcerersin his denunciation of
the spiritual deception which hindered the
people and their leaders from listening to
the warning from God. “ Therefore do not
listentoyour prophets, your diviners, your
dreamers, your soothsayers, or your sor-
cerers, who speak to you, saying, ‘You
shall not serve the king of Babylon'”
(Jeremiah 27:9). “For thus says the LorD
of hogts, the God of Israel: Do not let your
prophetsand your divinerswho areinyour
midst decelve you, nor listen to your
dreams which you cause to be dreamed.
For they prophesy falsely to you in My
name; | have not sent them, saysthe Lorp”
(Jeremiah 29:8-9).

Opposing the work of the gospel

The Bible clearly shows how thetruth
(See “HARRY POTTER,” page 14)
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Europe’s New Money

The biggest currency experiment in all history starts at the end of the year when the euro becomes
the official common currency of 12 European nations. But are the new bills and coins all that are

In retrospect, the
introduction of the
postwar German
mark is seen as the
starting qun for
Germany’s
unprecedented
growth. Will
history repeat itself
with the launch of
the euro?

being exchanged?

by Paul Kieffer

Imagineyoursaf in Germany or Franceat

the end of this year. On New Year's Eve
you enjoy a quiet dinner in your favorite restau-
rant, paying for your mea with German marks
or French francs. When you take a taxi the next
day to attend the traditional New Year's concert
played by your city’s symphony orchestra, the
billsand coinsyou used the evening beforeareno
longer the officia currency. Instead, you use one
of the 12 hillion new bills or afew of the 70 hil-
lion new coins that will have become the new
official currency overnight.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2002, more than 300 mil-
lion people in Europe will begin the adjustment
to the new money in their wallets and purses.
After three years of “existence” asahbook value
currency, the euro is about to make its official
debut as real money. The opposition to the new
currency, initially rather loud in countries like
Germany and the Netherlands, has given way to
quiet and at times begrudging acceptance of the
euro’'sreality. That reality will soon be achieved
by the culmination of the unforgiving timetable
set for the euro by the finance ministers of the
12 European Union countries participating inthe
currency union.

According to that timetabl e determined three
years ago, beginning on Sept. 1 the nationa
banks of euro countries began distributing the
new euro billsand coinsto banks. Acting ontheir
own responsibility, banks are now allowed to
provide businesses an advance supply of the new
money. On Dec. 17 private citizenswill be able
to purchase “starter kits’ with euro bills and
coins at their local banks. The value of these
“starter kits’ is approximately $9 U.S. in local
currency and customers will be allowed to pur-
chase as many as they want as long as the sup-
ply lasts.

The architects of the euro transition realize
that the new money available via the “starter

Has there ever been anything like it?

kits” will by no meanssufficeto pay for al need-
ed goodsand servicesat the start of the new yesr.
For that reason there will be atransitiona peri-
od lasting until Feb. 28, 2002. During this time
both the old currencies of the 12 euro countries
and the euro itself may be used. However, after
Feb. 28 only the euro will be accepted as lega
tender.

A logistical headache

At various times in any Western country,
small parts of the money supply in hard curren-
cy are being renewed. Old hills are replaced by
new ones, and new coins are minted to replace
those that have become worn. However, nothing
has ever been done on a scale like the exchange
taking place in the next few weeksin Europe. If
al the new hills printed in preparation for the
introduction of the euro were stacked up, they
would be 55 times higher than Mount Everest.
Lined up end to end, they would cover four trips
to themoon and back. Germany isan example of
the Olympic proportions of the task. It has 15.5
billion new euro coins and 2.5 hillion euro hills
to distribute and the existing 29 billion mark
coins and 2.6 billion mark bills to remove from
circulation.

Thedistribution of the new currency to banks
has dready started. At the same time the normal
exchange and transportation of German marks
among banks continued via armored vehicles.
Planners realized early that the estimated 2,300
armored vehicles used for transporting money
in Germany would not suffice to distribute the
euro ontime. Additional trucksand security per-
sonnel were hired to meet the unprecedented
need.

Some local banks in Germany had to rein-
force their vault floors to stack the specia con-
tainersfor new euro coins. The critical phase of
the exchange—at the end of December and in
early January—will mean alot of overtime for

The United Church of God provides\World News and Prophecy (WNP) asan educational servicefor interested persons. The purpose of WNP
isto help readersdiscern the times and increase their avareness and understanding of current eventsin thelight of Bible prophecy. Although
the staff strivesfor truth and accuracy initsreporting, analysis and Bible commentary, WNP isnot adoctrina publication. Articles do under-

go both an editorial and areview process.
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bank employees. Politicians, employers
and unions held specia talksto achievea
one-time allowance to deviate from the
maximum of 53 work hours a week
allowed for bank employeesintheprivate
sector (60 hours for employees of gov-
ernment-owned banks). Seventy-hour
workweeks are expected to be the norm
in early January.

Distributing Europe’s new money is
only half the challenge. The existing cur-
rencieshaveto be collected too. Financial
plannershad originaly predicted that half
the money now in circulation would be
exchanged during the first two weeks of
January. To help dleviate the expected
crunch, especially with old coins,
Germany’s Bundesbank began an adver-
tising campaign in May utilizing bill-
boards and television commercials. The
ads appeal ed to peopleto break opentheir
piggy banksand deposit coinsin an exist-
ing bank account. With their ads,
Germany’s bankers hoped to get an early
exchange on the approximately one third
of German coinage estimated to be held
in private households as savings. The
appedl is understandable when one real-
izesthat thetotal weight of German mark
coinsin circulation totals nearly 100,000
metric tons.

Part of the logisticad headache
involved in the euro’s debut isthe design
of its coins. Since each member country
isalowed to place anationa motif onthe
reverseside of thecoinsit mints, therecan
be as many as 96 variations of the eight
eurodenominations:. 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50
centsand the 1 and 2 euro coins. In addi-
tion, San Marino and the Vatican are
allowed to mint their own euro coins,
which givesthe potentia for atotal of 112
different euro coins (currently there are
45 different designs planned). And dl of
these coinswill belegal tender anywhere
in the euro zone—a Greek 2-cent coin
will be legal tender in the Republic of
Ireland.

Printing the euro hills is by far the
greater challenge. In an industry where
tolerances are measured in nanometers (a
millionth of amillimeter) itisimpossible
to achieve fully compatible banknotes
when eight different paper suppliers and
12 different printersareinvolvedin print-
ing the new hills. Each printer insisted on
incorporating his own anti-counterfeiting
techniques. As aresult, there will not be

A worker presents euro coins in the basement of the Bavarian
central bank (Reuters/Michael Dalder)

any uniform recessed portrait on thefront
of thehills, whichiscommontonearly dl
bills printed outside the Muslim coun-
tries. However, secret chemical sub-
stances and physical coding are being
used for the paper and colorsin al euro
bills.

What will change?

For most Europeanstheinitial change
after Jan. 1 will belimited to getting used
to the new coinsand bills. The treaty cre-
ating the currency union prohibits price
increasesfor existing contracts and prod-
ucts manufactured and priced in the old
currenciesinthelast monthsof their exis-
tence.

The exchange rate for each national
currency being replaced by theeurois set
to the fifth decimal point. In converting
to the euro, rounding up for decimal val-
ues greater than 4 and rounding down for
decimal values less than 5 is permitted.
For months prices in most businesses
have been stated both in the national cur-
rency andin euros. Inmany casesthecur-
rency conversion has resulted in unusua
pricesin the nationa currency, but which
are“even” figuresin euros.

It remainsto be seen which pricelev-
elswill become the dominant onesin the
euro. Currently itisestimated that 77 per-
cent of al fooditemsin Germany aresold

at only 10 different prices ranging from
0.99 to 5.99 German marks. To obtain
new prices in euros ending in a9, some
adjustments will be required, which
trandates into increased prices.

Of greater concern to many econo-
mistsisthe predicted leveling out of infla
tion within the euro zone. Itisconsidered
unlikely that the lower inflation rates of
northern European countries will be
“exported” to southern Europe. Instead,
the generdly higher inflation in the south
will gradualy level out within the euro
areg, resultinginamoreuniforminflation
rate, but one which would be traditional -
ly higher than what countries like
Germany and the Netherlands have
known in past years.

Onthe other hand, for thefirst timein
the history of the European Union, citi-
zensof countries participating inthe euro
will be able to make quick, clear price
comparisons across national borders. It
will no longer be necessary to exchange
money when visiting other euro coun-
tries, an advantage emphasized in televi-
sion ads paid for by the German
government, whose citizens are known
for their vacation travel to sunny south-
ern European countries like Italy and
Spain. Observers predict that the conve-
nience of the new currency across nation-
a borders will help to dispel any
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remaining doubts among Europeans
about to embark on thisambitious mone-
tary adventure.

The euro and national
sovereignty

Much less noticeable than the highly
visible exchange of banknotes and coins
at year'send will bethe unavoidablefinal
realignment of national sovereignty
resulting from the euro’s introduction.
Control over a national currency has
always been avital element in any coun-
try’s national sovereignty. National eco-
nomic programs and nationa bank
monetary policy traditionally are intend-
ed to some extent to strengthen or protect
the national currency.

With the euro, however, monetary
policy has been ceded to the European
Central Bank (ECB), which as a supra-
governmental agency aready determines
key interest rates and will set money sup-
ply levelsfor al 12 countriesin the euro
zone. The national banks of those coun-
tries are in essence now mere vassals of
the ECB, implementing its policieson a
national level.

The sovereignty issue is one of the
reasons why some in those non-euro EU
countrieslike Britain are reluctant tojoin
the monetary union. Thereisno question
that exchanging the British pound for the
euro would mean aloss of monetary inde-
pendence for the United Kingdom.

On the other hand, the other key ele-
ment influencing thevalue of nationa cur-
rency remainsinthehandsof each nationa
government: economic policies. Critics of
the euro have warned for severa yearsthat
the euro may experience difficulty in
becoming a stable hard currency unless
economic palicy is coordinated among
euro countriesin the same way that mon-
etary policy isdetermined by the ECB.

If those critics are proven to be cor-
rect, then the remedy will hardly be a
return to individua national currencies.
That would be a very expensive remedy.
For example, the cost of refitting 2.4 mil-
lion coin-operated machines for the euro
in Germany aone has been pegged at $1
billion U.S. For German banks the con-
version is estimated to cost $2 hillion
U.S, and the total cost to the German
national economy will likely top $10 bil-
lionU.S.

If the critics are right, then the more
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likely scenario will be the establishment
of centrally coordinated economic policy
for the euro zone. This, in turn, would
represent afurther weakening of national
sovereignty and require new political
ingtitutions to determine such policies.

In short, the euro is not a “make or
break” situation for Europe, but simply a
“make’ Stuation! Oncethe euro isintro-
duced, there will be no return to national
currencies without irreparable damage
being done to the European Union.

The debut of a world currency

On Jan. 1, 2002, the euro will become
the official common currency of 12
European countries having a combined
population of 302 million people: Austria,
Belgium, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Portuga and Spain.

In addition, the euro will become the
officia currency of severd other countries
and territories administered by or with
ties to EU countries: French Guyana,
Guadaloupe, Martinique, Mayotte,
Monaco, Reéunion, St.-Pierre-et-
Miquelon, San Marino and Vatican City.
Three countries have unilaterally declared
the euro to be lega tender as of Jan. 1.
Andorra, Kosovo and Montenegro.

The European Commission has
approved bilateral agreements by France
and Portugal with former colonieswhose
own currencies will be convertible in
unlimited quantities at fixed rates of
exchange with the euro: Benin, Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Chad, Congo,
Equatorial  Guinea, Gabon, Guinea
Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mdli, Niger, Senega
and Togo.

Currently there are 13 European
countries applying for membership inthe
European Union. Those countries make
up a large portion of eastern Europe.
Several of them have aready announced
their intention to seek membership in the
European Monetary Union, and all are
expected to tie their nationa currencies
closdly to the vaue of the euro.

Will history repeat itself?

For many Germans the euro will not
be the first new currency they have expe-
rienced. After three years of economic
doldrumsfollowing the end of World War
I, post-war Germansawoke on Saturday,

June 19, 1948, to read a specia procla-
mation issued by the military govern-
ments of the American, British and
French zones (which later combined to
become the Federal Republic of
Germany). Theintroduction of anew cur-
rency was announced for the following
day, June 20, 1948. It wasto be called the
“German mark” and was to replace the
“Reichsmark” of Hitler's Germany.

Initially every resident of western
Germany was given 40 marks in cash,
and the balance of their “Reichsmark”
holdingswerelater exchanged at arate of
10 old marks for one new “German
mark.” Looking back, the exchange rate
seems draconian, but the introduction of
the new currency generated confidence
and quickly ended the hoarding and
rationing of essentia goods.

In retrospect the introduction of the
postwar German mark isseen asthe start-
ing gunfor what cameto beknown asthe
German “Wirtschaftswunder” —nearly
15 years of unprecedented economic
growth and full employment. The man
widely credited with being the architect
of Germany's post-war currency reform
was Ludwig Erhard, who at the time was
Director of Economics in the combined
Western military zones.

In aradio address on June 21, 1948,
Erhard issued an appea that may well
apply to the euro as well: “| appeal to
your good sense and your ability to rec-
ognize things when | say to you that the
new currency isin no danger of instabili-
ty if we will only provide orderly public
financial planning and as well responsi-
ble monetary and debt policies, to ensure
that the production of goods is synchro-
nized with purchasing power. Thatisn’t a
matter of chanceand doesn't requireluck,
but instead unswerving willpower to act
in accordance with the principles of an
orderly currency.”

The steady hand described by Erhard
wasfirst provided by the combined Allied
military government and later by
Germany’s own national government.
With the euro, it is a whole new bal
game. If Ludwig Erhard’'s words apply
today with the introduction of another
new currency, who or what will supply
the steady hand needed to guide the eco-
nomic policies of the euro zone to mone-
tary stability as a hard currency? Time
will tell. «



Keep Your Eye on Gibraltar!

The Rock is back in the news. But why has this small narrow peninsula been such a bone of
contention between Britain and Spain for nearly 300 years? Clearly the current promise of a
solution is not good news to everyone involved.

by John Ross Schroeder

summer to resolvetheir 300-year-old territorial dis-
pute over Gibraltar and hope by September to have
reached an agreement on al outstanding issues including sov-
ereignty.” This recent Times feature article (Nov. 21, 2001,
issue) said amouthful. And reactions have begun to emerge.
Theseintentions have raised astorm of protest on Gibraltar
itself and somewhat less so back onthemainlandin Britain. The
Rock has long been a symbol of British security and stability.
One famous financia and savings ingtitution was named after
it. The saying still goes that something is“as solid as the Rock
of Gibraltar.”

Y/ i Britain and Spain have set atimescale of until next

The continual Spanish claim

Ever since Spain ceded the Rock to Great Britain by the
Treaty of Utrecht (1713), the Spanish nation has periodically
laid claim to this small land area situated on a narrow rocky
promontory on its border.

Currently Gibratar is classified asa crown colony or depen-
dency of Britain. TheRock hasbeen astrategic naval and air base
and, inthestrong view of someobservers, it ill is. TheRock con-
tainsaNATO underground communications center and it ishon-
eycombed by largely concedled defense works and arsends.

But why is the current British administration so willing to
discussits sovereignty and other thorny issueswith Spain? The
simple explanation is that since both Spain and Britain are
members of NATO and both countries are part of the European
Union, Gibraltar isostensibly now obsoletein termsof military
defense. Besidesthat, the British seem weary of defending their
historic role on the Rock.

Troubleis, theviewsof Gibraltar’ sindigenous population are
not in accord with the apparent aims of the British foreign office.

Gibraltarians consider themselves British

The overwhelming majority of Gibraltar's current popula
tion is staunchly, even obsessively, pro-British. Thelocalssim-
ply do not want to becomeapart of Spain, notwithstanding their
close geographical proximity.

As The Daily Telegraph put it, “The 30,000 residents of
Gibraltar areintensely suspiciousabout thetalksthe British and
Spanish governmentswill be holding about the colony later this
month” (Nov. 10, 2001).

Writing from the Rock itself, author and columnist Peter
Hitchens minces no words in articulating hisintensely patriot-
ic views. “The people of Gibratar are as British as roast beef.
They drink bitter [beer], play cricket and proudly fly our flag.
So why isthe [British] government so very keen to hand over

their home to their bullying neighbours [British spelling] in
Spain?’ (The Mail on Sunday, Nov. 25, 2001). Gibraltarians
want to remain British.

The vital historical perspective

What makesthefate of Gibraltar so significant for ustoday?
First and foremost, consider the Rock’s important historical
role. Even though this strategic small territory played animpor-
tant military part in World War 11 (1939-1945), its true histori-
cal roots actualy take us back to the time of the biblical
patriarch Abraham. The Bible shows how the fulfillment of
national prophecies becamethe centerpiece of the Rock’slong-
term significance.

God promised that certain descendants of Abraham would
“possess the gate of their enemies’ (Genesis22:17). There can
be no doubt that Gibraltar's strategic position at the mouth of
theWestern Mediterranean qualified it asabonafide sea“ gate”
in the true biblical sense of the term.

When we cometo understand the ethnic originsof theAnglo-
Saxon peoples of Britain and the United States, thishiblical pas-
sage comes alive in today’s world news. If you do not yet have
our brochure, The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy,
please request your free copy. It explainsthe background of why
certain strategic seagates around the world have either been lost
to Britain or their statusisin imminent danger.

Hong Kongisaready back in Chinese hands, Argentinastill
desiresthe Falkland Idands and Gibratar’ sfateis beginning to
hang in the balance.

A potentially dangerous future

In spite of recent military successesin Afghanistan, because
of our national sins, the United States and Britain are still in
jeopardy of losing their joint influence in the world.

Britain hasaready come someway down that road, nolonger
being the influential imperia power it once was. America will
soon follow if itscitizens do not thoroughly mend their waysand
begin to govern their livesin tune with the Ten Commandments
(see Jeremiah 7:3-7; 21:11-12; Exodus 20:1-17).

Recent events have clearly demonstrated that the famous
specia relationship between Britain and Americais still very
much alive and well. They are in fact brothers with the same
progenitor, the patriarch Joseph. But biblical prophecy shows
that both nations, if they do not repent of their national sins, are
in danger of meeting the same fate as the ancient houses of
Israel and Judah.

God does not change! He holds any nation responsible for
its national behavior and moral conduct. «
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Next on the Agenda—
Mideast Peace

Wars change the world—often in unexpected ways. Their consequences can be far reaching, even
“to the third and fourth generations” (Exodus 20:5) and beyond.

No matter how
much outside
pressure is applied
to the Mideast,
whatever peace
agreement is
eventually signed
won't last.

by Melvin Rhodes

recent article in World News and
AProphecy showed that al the mgjor geo-

political problems that plague the world
today can betraced back to one single event—the
assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz
Ferdinandin June 1914. Thisled directly toWorld
War |, which, in turn, has led us to the continual
upheavals that dominate today’s headlines.

World War | saw the demise of the great
European empires and the Turkish Ottoman
Empire. Thisled, in turn, to the creation of the
modern Middle East—the Ottoman Empirebeing
divided up into individua nation-statesthat com-
plicated the region irreversibly. Some of those
nations came under temporary British or French
control between the two world wars. The British
gave up their mandate of Palestine and the new
nation of |srael was established in May 1948.
Nothing in the region has been the same since.

The presence of anon-ldamic, Western-style
democracy has been amajor source of contention
for over S0years. Israd isseen asaWestern pres-
ence in aregion that has been Isamic for cen-
turies. From the moment that Israel was
established asan independent nation, neighboring
countries have wanted to destroy her.

Peace in the Middle East has been elusive.
For over two decades American presidents have
tried to bring peace to thistroubled region of the
world, but without success. Suddenly, following
the dramatic events of Sept. 11, there is a
renewed sense of urgency about bringing peace
to theregion.

Mideast remains biggest foreign
policy challenge

Following the events of Sept. 11, the United
States turned its attention increasingly to the
Middle East. Suddenly, the Bush administration
was aware of the dangerous consequences of
leaving the lsragli-Paestinian struggle alone.
Woashingtonwasnot asinvolvedin seeking ares-
olution to the struggle as many would like it to
have been. Recent terrorist strikes against I srael
have drawn the U.S. into making statements of
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much stronger support for the Israglis, urging
Yasser Arafat to insure that Palestine does not
incite terrorism or harbor terrorist cells.

The problem is how to solve the
insoluble

Whenever Western nations turn their atten-
tion to the Middle East, the pressure is dways
put on Isragl. There is afailure to perceive the
redlity of the situation. The reality is that many
Palestinians want |srael destroyed. They do not
want a compromise that would give them an
independent state—they want all of what isnow
Israel in addition to those territories already
under the control of the Palestinian Authority.
PLO leader Yasser Arafat has consistently
promised the millions of Palestinian refugees
that they will be able to go back to the homes
they had before 1948. After more than 50 years,
thereisno morewillingnessto compromise now
than there was then.

Former Isragli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu put it well in an interview on BBC
America sHardtalk (Nov. 19, 2001). Netanyahu,
whose own brother waskilled by terroristsinthe
raid on Entebbe 25 years ago, said that the only
difference between Yasser Arafat’'s PLO and
Hamas, the “militant” Palestinian “liberation”
movement, wasthat Hamas said the same things
in English asin Arabic, whereas Arafat didn't.

What Netanyahu was saying is that Hamas
makes it consistently clear that it wants to
destroy Israel. All itsfollowers know that. They
hear it said regularly inArabic. Theworld knows
it because Hamas regularly issues statements to
theworld pressclaiming the same end goa—the
total annihilation of the nation of Isradl.

But Arafat is not as consistent. To the world
he speaks peace and conciliation, showing a
willingnessto compromise, blaming Isragl for its
intransigence. But in Arabic, to his own people,
he promises the same as Hamas—the total
destruction of the state of Isradl.

Hispathisto keep pushing for the Paestinian
refugees to be allowed back to their ancestral



homes, land and houses, whicharenow in
the Jewish homeland. This sounds rea-
sonable—everybody can sympathize
with the desire of refugees to return to
their homes. The problem for Isragl,
though, is that this would lead to a
Palestinian mgjority in Israel itself. And
as Isradl is a democracy, with one man,
one vote (the only real democracy in the
Middle East, as it happens), this would
mean the end of the Jewish state of 1srael.

Arafat is busily pressuring the United
States to force Israel into a “final settle-
ment” of the Isradli-Palestinian problem.
This would include the right of the
refugees to return to their homes. For
Israel, “the refugeeswoul d be given sever-
a options: to stay where they were, to set-
tlein athird country, to settle in the new
state of Palesting, or to settlein Isragl in
numbers to be agreed on. At Taba, the
Palestinians reportedly said 400,000, the
Isradis20,000” (“AmericaTries, Again, to
End the Endless Conflict,” Serge Schme-
mann, New York Times, Nov. 25, 2001).

Columnist Michagl Barone wrote:
“Oneof thereasonsYasser Arafat gavefor
regjecting Barak's Camp David offer was
that it didn’t include aright of return for
Palestinians to Israel. His motive was
clear: Get enough Palestinians inside
Israel and they’ll outvote the Jews. From
the intifada that Arafat unleashed after
rejecting Camp David, weknow what life
would be like for Jews in a Palestinian-
majority |sragl: kristallnacht every day of
the week” (U.S News & World Report,
Dec. 3, 2001). Barone's reference was to
the night in 1938 when Jews and Jewish
property were attacked by rampaging
Nazisin Germany.

In effect, as Barone clearly stated,
“...lsrael isready to accept a Palestinian
state. The problem isthat the Palestinians
refuse to accept the Israeli state”

Push for final settlement

Speaking at the United Nations recent-
ly, Mr. Arafat made it clear that the peace
process required the United States to join
with other countries “to introduce imme-
diately a comprehensive framework for a
permanent solution” to the Mideast prob-
lem.

Writer Schmemann continued his
article by stating that such a“framework
already exists. According to published
reports and interviews with some partici-

pants, it would probably include the fol-
lowing lements. . .”

Listed were Israeli withdrawal from
some of the territories that now housed
Jewish settlements, with compensatory
land (desert) given to the Palestinians for
other lost aress.

“A sovereign Pal estinian state woul d
be proclaimed, but would agree to
remain demilitarized. Israel would
retain three early-warning stationsin the
Jordan Valley, eventually in conjunction
with an international military ‘pres-
ence” (ibid.).

The Palestinian refugee issue was the
next item listed.

“And finally Jerusalem.”

Schmemann added: “ There could be
some form of international stewardship
over the holy places. Or the Temple
Mount/Haram al Sharif could be shared,
with the Palestinians controlling the sur-
face plateau and the I sradlis holding sov-
ereignty underneath, as well as over the
Wailing Wall. The rest of the Old City
would be divided up, asit dready is, and
the outlying portions of the city divided
roughly aong the lines of who lives
where now.”

Note the stark contrast between what
the New York Times writer, Serge
Schmemann, is saying and the earlier
words from Benjamin Netanyahu. The
differenceisquitesmply explained—one
lives in the United States, the other in
Israel. Peace in the Middle East looks
easy when viewed from the peace and sta-
bility of adistant Western democracy. It's
clearly not so simple when you live in
Israel, when your freedom and security
have been threatened daily for over 50
years.

Achieving a peace settlement in the
Middle East will not be easy. However, in
some respects, it ismore likely now than
it has been for many years.

The explosion of terrorist attacks in
Israel inrecent weeks brought hometodl
Western nationsthe urgency of ending the
stalemate in the Middle East. The United
Statesisthe only nation that can put pres-
sure on both sides. The European Union
is the biggest financial backer of the
Palestinians, the United States of the
Isradlis. Thetwo should beabletoimpose
an agreement on both sides.

Additionally, Arafat is central to any
dedl. He has been the chief leader of the

Pdlestinians for decades and knows that
he will not be around much longer. The
Israelis fear that his successor will be
more militant, making a peace agreement
even more difficult. At the same time,
Yasser Arafat knows that he will lose
much international support if heis seen
to bethe cause of failure.

Will peace last?

Whatever peace agreement is eventu-
ally signed, it won't last. Netanyahu made
it clear when he reminded BBC viewers
that the Palestinians want to destroy
Israel. Thisis a part of the world where
people have long memories that go back
thousands of years. They aso think long-
term, whereaswein the West think short-
term, usually seeing no further than the
next election. If a peace agreement is
desirable now, the partiesmay sign, but it
won't change the long-term goal, which
istorid theworld of the state of Israd, to
return the Middle East to its former
state—one of Islamic domination that
went back centuries.

Netanyahu reminded the West that it
isnot just Israel that isthreatened, but the
West itsdlf. Isradl is simply an extension
of theWest. Whereasthe PL O |leader may
talk peace, the redlity isthat young chil-
dren, not even old enough for kinder-
garten in America, are being trained for
suicide missions in PLO-run schoolsin
Gaza. As any such mission would be
yearsinthefuture, clearly thereisno seri-
ousintent on peace.

Two thousand years ago, Jesus Christ
foretold that Jerusalem would be at the
very center of world conflict immediate-
ly prior to His return (Luke 21:20; Mark
13:14). Aware of these prophecies, the
apostle Paul later wrote that “the day of
the Lord so comes as athief in the night.
For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’
then sudden destruction comes upon
them, as labor pains upon a pregnant
woman. And they shall not escape” (1
Thessalonians 5:2-3).

The whole world will rejoice when
a peace agreement is signed in the
Middle East. Christians are warned not
to be complacent at such atime, but to
realize that a brief period of peace may
happen before “sudden destruction
comes upon them”—areturn to the vio-
lencethat has been so much apart of our
modern world. «
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Making Sense of the
Cloning Claims

Fantastic claims about humans being cloned for the first time splashed across newspaper headlines and
were broadcast from the electronic media on the weekend of Nov. 25-26. Are they true? Have human
beings been cloned by a biotech lab in Massachusetts? What is the significance of this unbelievable claim?

ith superb coordination more
Wi ndicative of a marketing ploy

or apolitical strategy thanasci-
entific announcement, Advanced Cell
Technology, Inc. (ACT) declared to the
world in late November that its
Massachusetts facility had successfully
cloned a human being on Oct. 31, 2001.
Most news media dutifully reported the
announcement as fact. But is the compa-
ny'sclamtrue?

You would assume 0, on the basis of
most pressreports. “ First Human Embryo
Is Cloned,” reported David Derbyshire,
science correspondent for the U.K!'s
Electronic Telegraph. “U.S. Scientists
Cloned Human Embryos,” penned Rick
Weiss of the Nov. 25 Washington Post.
NewScientist.com headlined the story,
“First Cloned Human Embryos Created.”
“The First Human Cloned Embryo” isthe
title of an article published in the January
issue of Scientific American, written, by
theway, by theprincipal corporateofficers
of ACT.

Joannie Fischer of U.S News & World
Report wrotethe cover story for itsDec. 3
issue: “Scientists have finaly cloned a
human embryo,” says the subtitle. “The
breakthrough promises cures for terrible
diseases” Ms. Fischer has been reporting
on theissue for the past 18 monthsand is
no stranger to the details of the cloning
processor toACT'sresearchfindings. She
appeared in a split-screen interview with
Dr. Michael West, CEO of ACT,onNBC's
Meet the Press program Sunday Nov. 25,
speaking glowingly of Dr. West's and
ACT’s"breakthrough.”

Much of the press coverage has
focused upon thisangle and hasfeatured
interviews with people who would
potentially benefit from new cures for
disease.
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by Cecil E. Maranville

Achievement questioned

But did ACT achieve this technologi-
ca marvel? And doesit promise curesfor
terrible diseases? Some scientists were
much less enthusiastic about the ACT
announcement than wasthe pressin large
measure. Dr. lan Wilmut of the Rodin
Ingtitute, leading scientist inthe creation of
Dolly the cloned sheep, says that ACT's
resultsshould at best bedescribed as* pre-
liminary.

Heexplained that “ahuman embryois
expected to double its number of cels
every 24 hours, but even ACT’'s most
devel oped embryo had not donethis. The
furthest it got towasto have six cdlls, at a
timeit should havehad 60...” Rather than
prove that it was aviable human embryo,
this fact provesthat “it had aready died”
(op. cit., NewScientist.com).

Other scientists agreed with Wilmut's
perspective.

“‘Fromwhat | saw...theseguysdidn’t
get very far, KevinWilson, spokesmanfor
the American Society for Cell Biology,
said in a telephone interview. Leading
stem cell researcher John Gearhart of
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore
agreed. ‘ The datais not very convincing,
Gearhart said” (*Human Embryo Cloning
DrawsFire” MSNBC, Nov. 26, 2001).

Dr. Glenn Ageg, professor of ethicsa
the University of Pennsylvania, notesthat
ACT hasahistory of selectively releasing
detail sof itswork through mediaoutlets—
atacky approach in thefield of science.

Dr. West attempted to minimize the
criticism, telling NBC'sKatie Couricina
Nov. 26 interview on The Today Show that
it's easy for othersto say ACT scientists
should have taken their procedure a step
further. But the above comments show
that there smoretothecriticismthansim-

ple Monday-morning quarterbacking.
ACT publisheditsfindingson Nov. 25
in an on-line scientific journal, e-biomed:
The Journal of Regenerative Medicine,
coincidental with a number of press
releases and interviews. Publishing the
results of a scientific study in an officia
journal is a serious step in the scientific
community. Doing so prematurely would
jeopardize the credibility of ACT'swork.
Why would the company be willing to go
forward with the claim to have cloned
human lifeif therewereaseriousquestion
about itswork?
Superlativesareinadequateto describe
the implications of actually cloning
human life. Tobeabletoclaim, “Wedid it
first,” would guarantee not only the high-
est of notoriety, but dso billions of dallars
in thefield of biotech/medical research.

Grow embryos to kill them

The goa ACT is pursuing is that of
growing human embryaoslong enough that
they would produce stem cellsfromwhich
ACT would hopeto grow any cedll doctors
might need to treat patients—pancreatic
cellsfor diabetics, nerve and muscle cdlls
for people suffering from Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s disease and spina cord or
brain injuries. Stem cdlls are the building
blocksof human growth. They'rethecells
that scientists“harvest” from embryosdis-
carded by in vitro fertilization (IVF) din-
ics.

Wesay ACT hopesto grow thesecdlls,
becausethereisno proof thet thiscan actu-
ally be done, and it certainly hasn't been
accomplished yet. In a televison inter-
view, Dr. West's own assessment was,
“this could be years off” (op. cit., The
Today Show).

ACT’s announcement ignited a mael-
strom of controversy from another per-
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Dr. Michael West, CEO of Advanced
Cell Technology, Inc. (Reuters)

spective. Inorder to harvest stemcdls, it's
necessary to kill the embryo that grows
them. Thosewho recognizetheat lifebegins
at conception understand this is murder.
Dr. West sidesteps the criticism, declaring
that he is “pro-life” and labeling hislabo-
ratory’screations* cellular life’ asopposed
to “embryonic life

In ACT’s own words, it has made “a
new type of biologicd entity never before
seen in nature” (op. cit, Scientific
American). What the company isreferring
toisproducing embryos—* cdlular life’ as
it has coined them—from egg cells with-
out fertilizing them. Thebiologica termis
parthenogenesis, which isfrom the Greek
language and means, “virgin birth.”
Parthenogenesis actually does occur in
nature—in many insects, for example—
but there's a reason why ACT seeks to
defineitswork as“new.”

By emphasizing that they are doing
“therapeutic cloning,” not “reproductive
cloning,” the biotech corporation hopesto
separate itself from the likes of IVF Dr.
Panos Zavos (who sayshewill havecloned
babiesfor infertile coupleswithin months)
and the Radlians (areligious group that is
working on cloning to make people
immortal—and has hundreds of women
volunteers who will donate eggs).

But, therapeutic cloning doesn’'t mean
that human embryoswill not bekilled. The
digtinction meansonly that theclonesACT
produceswill never be dlowed to beborn.
ACT’s creations have to be placed in
womenwhowill host their developmentin
order to produce the desired stem cells.
When they reach that stage of develop-

ment, they will bekilled and the cells har-
vested.

ACT assambled a team of ethicists,
which decided that ACT’s cloning method
was “morally acceptable” But they have
yet to decide at what point it would be
“morally acceptable’ toterminatethe* cel-
lular life” growing in its host’'s womb. A
handful of peoplefrom the scientific com-
munity havetaken upon themsel vesadeci-
sion not given to mankind to make.

An attempt to force acceptance

ACT knowsitswork won't be accept-
ed easily. The White House immediately
announced that President Bush was
opposed to cloning in any form. The U.S.
president issued an executive order last
August that barred the use of federal funds
for research involving stem cells derived
from cloning, but ACT isaprivate compa-
ny with private funding—not subject tothe
president’sruling.

More to the point is a bill before the
U.S. Senate, which would institute abroad
ban on dl types of cloning—including
what ACT cdlls“therapeutic cloning.” The
bill was passed by the House of
Representativesin July and will be debat-
ed by the Senate early next year. It'sno tri-
fling law, for it would impose prisonterms
of up to 10 years and fines of $1 million
for cloning in any form—regardiess of
whether it is funded by federal or private
money. Leading senators from both the
Republican and Democratic parties told
NBC newsthat they expect the bill to pass
(op. cit., Meet the Press).

When asked by Katie Couric how far
hewaswillingto gointhefaceof suchleg-
idation, Dr. West did not give a direct
reply. He said that he hoped people would
take a compassionate view of the subject,
meaning that he hoped they would focus
upon the potential medical benefits rather
than on the profoundly weighty ethical
questions involved.

In a CNN interview, Dr. West hinted
that the timing of the announcement (and
presumably, the strategic manner inwhich
it was packaged) was to pressure the
Senate to alow therapeutic cloning for
medical research purposes (op. cit., The
Washington Post). In essence, ACT
announced as loudly as possible, “It's
aready been done”

Acrossthe pond, the British Parliament
is currently debating a ban smilar to that

before the U.S. Senate. However, the
British government favors cloning for the
purpose of medical research. The hill to
ban cloningisbeing lobbied by groupsthat
oppose abortion and clearly hassome sup-
port in Parliament. The law as proposed
would be incomplete, however, because it
only addresses placing “in a woman
human embryosthat have been created by
amethod other than by fertilisation [British
spelling]” (ibid, NewScientist.com). That
is, it doesn't forbid the process of creating
what ACT describes as “celular life”
Some fear that if thistechnical point isn't
clarified, Britain is likely to become a
haven for scientists pursuing “therapeutic
cloning”

Sin to take human life

Isit plausiblethat anyonewoul d accept
the argument that killing what ACT calls
“cellular life” which could be born as a
human being, isn't human life? Actually,
millions of people have aready accepted
theargument, haven’t they? For thosewho
would abort the life of an unborn child or
support that action, thereisno moral issue
in therapeutic cloning. They've aready
crossed the mord divide,

Why has much of the press been will-
ing to inflate what ACT has done?
Certainly, good investigative reporting
should have uncovered the fact that their
claims to have cloned human life were
overdated. Could it bethat the largely lib-
eral press sees this as an opportunity to
leverage the argument that ending the life
of ahuman embryo is no sin? More and
more, people who sincerely believe God
are being marginalized as “the religious
right” or asextremists.

God inspired the prophet Isaiah to pen
thiswarning: “Woe to those who cal evil
good, and good evil... Woe to those who
arewisein their own eyes, and prudent in
their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:20-21). To
decide what is “morally right,” we must
look to God and HisWord—not to human
reasoning.

It was easy for the Western world to
recognize the recent terrorist attacks as
“evil.” It'snot so easy for the same people
to seethat killing human embryosis*“evil
To his credit, President Bush immediately
saidthat it was"“ mordly wrong.” However,
hisvoiceislikely to be drowned out in the
long term by the Western world'sdecades-
long drift into moral bankruptcy. «
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God’'s Wake-Up Call

The United States and most other nations are at war against terrorism! In this crisis many people

are returning to their churches in search of peace and comfort. Some religious leaders claim that

God is displeased with the United States and have found themselves branded as religious fanatics.
Is there a message from God to all peoples in the midst of all this suffering and uncertainty?

A Good News radio broadcast by Gary Petty

one of uswill ever forget
N where we were on Sept. 11,

2001. In afew hours we saw
the world in which we live change
forever. We watched unbelievingly, on
live tdlevision, pictures of hijacked
commercia arliners damming into
the towers of the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon. Over the weeks
since then we have remained trans-
fixed before our televisons and radios
listening to heart-wrenching stories of
people searching for missing loved
ones and experiencing mixed emo-
tionsas U.S. warplanes bomb
Afghanistan. Many Christians won-
der, “Isthis the beginning of end-time
events written about in the Bible?’

In the days that followed the
attacks, Americans struggled with the
numbness of anightmare that just
would not go away. On Sept. 14,
interdenominationa religious services
were conducted in the U.S. Nationa
Cathedral. Religious leaders spoke of
hope and God's love. The comfort
was encouraging and many felt it was
exactly what the nation needed.

But iscomfort God's only mes-
sagetothisnationin thistime of cri-
Ss?Wewill begin our search to
answer thisquestion by looking at a
message God gave to an ancient peo-
ple who were suffering internal social
and moral difficulties and externa
strife much like our nation today.

The prophet Hosea

Thebiblica prophet Hosealived
in the eighth century B.C. God sent
him to proclaim awarning message to
the northern kingdom of ancient Isragl

concerning Hisview of their societa
conditions. Bible students will recall
that upon the death of Solomon, his
kingdom was divided into two sepa-
rate nations—the southern kingdom
conggting of Judah and Benjamin
(Judah), and the northern kingdom
consisting of the other 10 tribes
(Isradl).

Hoseawasinspired to clearly dis-
tinguish between the two kingdoms
(Hosea 1.4, 7). The northern kingdom
went into captivity to the Assyriansin
721-718 B.C., while the southern
kingdom (Judah) went into captivity
to the Babyloniansin 604-587 B.C.

It isobvioudy truethat very often
thename“Isradl” refersto dl 12
tribes. But God specifically sent
Hosea to the northern kingdom. Since
Ephraim was the leading tribe, the
name“Ephraim” is oftentimes used
by Hoseato refer to the northern king-
dom—all 10 tribes. Hosea's message
was not just to the tribe of Ephraim,
but to the entire northern kingdom.

Notice theindictment God brings
againg ancient |sragl. Hosea cries out,
“Thereisno truth or mercy or knowl-
edge of God in theland. By swearing
and lying, killing and stedling and
committing adultery, they break al
restraint, with bloodshed upon blood-
shed” (Hosea4:1-2).

Later Hoseawrites, “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Because you have rejected knowl-
edge, | dsowill rgject you from being
priest for Me; because you have for-
gotten the law of your God, | aso will
forget your children” (Hosea 4:6).
Thisknowledgeisn't alack of for-

mal education, religious teachings or
technical know-how. The northern
kingdom was not lacking in religious
fervor. They were very faithful to offer
sacrifices. They had aform of reli-
gion, but lacked the real spiritua
knowledge of how to live life by the
blueprint given by the Cresator of life.

Hosea's message continues. “ The
more they increased, the more they
sinned against Me; | will change ther
glory into shame. They eat up thesin
of My people; they set their heart on
their iniquity. And it shall be: like peo-
ple, like priest. So | will punish them
for their ways, and reward them for
their deeds. For they shall egt, but not
have enough; they shall commit har-
lotry, but not increase; because they
have ceased obeying the Lorp.”

Amid the current rush of patriotic
fervor it's easy to condemn this mes-
sage asreligious fanaticism. Or we
can take another gpproach and shift
persond responsibility by claiming
that recent events congtitute punish-
ment from God because of homosexu-
asor abortionists. Theredlity isthat
recent events are a spiritual wake-up
call for everyone. Thisdoesn’'t mean
that God caused the acts of terrorism,
but this horrific tragedy isawake-up
cdl for dl peopleto return to the
Creator. We proclam “United We
Stand,” but did the bombing of the
World Trade Center stop crimein
Chicago or Houston? Since the
hijackings, how many illegal drug
deders have shut down operations?
How many abortion clinics have
closed their doors?

Thereisgood newsin the continu-
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ation of God's message to His people,
“Come, and let usreturn to the LorD;
for Hehastorn, but Hewill hedl us;
He has stricken, but Hewill bind us
up” (Hosea6:1). The hope of this
good news depends upon the response
of peopleto God'swarning.

What Jesus taught

When Jesus walked the earth He
used catastrophes of that day to accen-
tuate the same message proclaimed by
Hosea. An example of thistype of
teaching isfound in Luke 13:1-5.
“There were present at that season
some who told Him [Jesus] about the
Gdlileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices”

Here we have aterrible tragedy.
Godly people bringing sacrificesto
the temple were brutdly executed. It
would be easy to conclude that these
Jews must have been especialy griev-
ous sinners who deserved punish-
ment.

L uke continues. “And Jesus
answered and said to them, ‘Do you
suppose that these Galileans were
worse snnersthan dl other Gdileans,
because they suffered such things?|
tell you, no; but unless you repent you
will al likewise perish. Or those eigh-
teen on whom the tower in Siloam fell
and killed them, do you think that
they were worse sinnersthan dl other
men who dwdlt in Jerusalem?1 tell
you, no; but unless you repent you
will al likewise perish.”

Jesus used these examplesto turn
His audience toward God asthe only
one with the solutions to humanity’s
problems. What this country needs
isn't just anational day of prayer and
mourning, but aday of fasting and
crying out for repentance. A heartfelt
seeking of God'swill, faith and obedi-
ence. A desperate return to the gospel
preached by Jesus Christ.

God is merciful and not willing
that any should perish. Even people
who commit such heinous acts of
violence and hate as those that were
carried out against America on Sept.
11 can beforgiven if they will repent

and turn to the God of the Bible. But
if weareto cal upon God to help us
in our national time of darkness, then
we must first look at ourselvesin the
light of HisWord. We are a people
who murder tens of thousands of fel-
low citizensevery year. We are a
people who promote homosexuality,
divorce and pornography. A people
on the one hand singing “ God Bless
America” but on the other hand not
even dlowing prayer in public
schools. We are a people who wor-
ship God in ways that are convenient
for us, yet refuse to submit ourselves
to Him.

Isthis an unpatriotic message or
fanatica Chrigtianity? Or isthisthe
message brought by Jesuswho said
“unless you repent you will all like-
wise perish”?

Our naions arein need of apiri-
tual awakening. Not “spiritua” inthe
New Age ecumenical way theword is
commonly used, but spiritua inthe
sense of returning to the true God of
the Bible. We need to take a hard look
at thereligious and materidigtic idola
try that passes for spiritudity in our
post-modern world.

Do you even know what the Bible
redly teaches about God's purpose for
creating humankind? Do you know
thered teachings of Jesus Chrig?Itis
not enough to memorize afew of
Jesus' sayings and attend church to be
atruefollower of Jesus. Christ pro-
claimed, “If you love Me, keep My
commandments’ (John 14:15).

Thisisn't meant asajudgmentd
condemnation, but asharing from one
snner to another the words of our
Savior inadark and evil age.

America’s wake-up call

We return to the biblical message
of the prophet Hosea. Even most peo-
ple who read the Bible haven't spent
much timein thissmall book con-
tained in the section of the Bible com-
monly called the Minor Prophets. The
story of Hosealisatragic one. God
actudly commanded Hoseato marry
aprosgtitute. On numerous occasions

she would run away and return to sdll-
ing hersdf to other men. God then
ingtructed Hoseato go find her and
bring her back to hishome.

God's consistent message to the
northern kingdom through Hosea and
Amosistha Helovesthem and
pleads with them to return to Him.
But they continued to commit spiritu-
a whoredom just as Hosea swife was
unfaithful. Thus God was forced to
givethem abill of divorcement.

We can take the name Christian
upon oursalves, but it istime we
search the Bible, cry out to God and
question if our religious beliefsare no
more than habitual ceremonies based
on human traditions.

Jesus Christ makes one of the
most chilling statementsin all the
Bible at the end of Hisfamous
Sermon on the Mount: “Not every-
onewho saysto Me, ‘Lord, Lord,
shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who doesthe will of My
Father in heaven. Many will say to
Meinthat day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in Your name, cast
out demons in Your name, and done
many wondersinYour name? And
then | will declareto them, ‘I never
knew you; depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew
7:21-23).

Wemust ask oursaves, arewe a
nation that cries“Lord, Lord,” but
refusesto follow His commands? Do
we claim to be a Christian people,
whilein reality we're a society awash
inmoral relativism where the law of
Chrigt is replaced with meaningless
catch phraseslike“just dowhat's
right in your own heart”?

We have received awake-up call
from our Creator. Will we answer?

The Good News radio broadcast
can be heard on gtations across the
country. For a listing of stations and
times or to download radio programs,
go to www.ucg.org/radio. While on-
line you can also order the booklet
offered on this program, Are We
Living in the Time of the End?




“HARRY POTTER,” (Continued from page 3)
of the gospel of the Kingdom of God is
unalterably opposed to witchcraft and sor-
cery. Wherever the gospel is preached and
practiced, Satan and his agents appear to
hinder its work of redemption and salva
tion. Jesus Christ repeatedly encountered
the spirit world (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke
8:26-39).

The book of Acts lists four separate
encounters with sorcerers and those who
practiced divining as the Church of God
spread the gospel through the Roman
world of the first century (Acts 8:9-11,;
13:8; 16:16; 19:13-15).

In Ephesus, where Paul saw significant
success, the impact of the Church caused
many who practiced black magic to reject
sorcery by burning their booksin apublic
display. “Also, many of those who had
practiced magic brought their books
together and burned them in the sight of
all. Andthey counted up thevaue of them,
and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of sil-
ve” (Acts 19:19).

Satan has deceived the whole world,
hiding the plan of God from human com-
prehension (Revelation 12:9). Hehasclev-
erly counterfeited the details of God's
purpose through the ages. Whether it is
fadseredigion, sciencefiction, fantasy cre-
ations or outright witchcraft, the objective
of each is to hide the true purpose of
human life and the means that will bring
His spiritua creation to completion.

When we read human works such as
the Lord of the Rings or view the hugely
popular Sar Wars series, we seethe sig-
nificant themes that God first set downin
Scripture. When we read of the cosmic
struggle between forces of good and evil,
light and dark and the movement toward a
find titanic struggle where good triumphs
over evil, wearereading, or viewing, asthe
case may be, human recreations and
retelling of the biblical epic. The Bible
shows the true source of both good and
evil. It reved's how and why physical suf-
fering and loss on the human level came
about. It dso showsthat God in Hisdivine
wisdom provided a Redeemer, Jesus
Chrigt, long before the foundation of this
present age (1 Peter 1:20). The Bible con-
tainsthe origina and true story lines of al
time. Everything e seissecond-rate litera-
ture.

We need to understand this when we
seethesemoviesor read thisliterature. The
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danger lies in misunderstanding that the
source of spiritual deception is Satan. The
devil usesmany toolsto cloak hispresence
and influence. The apostle Paul wrote,
“Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of dis-
obedience. Therefore do not be partakers
with them. For you were once darkness,
but now you arelight in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit
is in al goodness, righteousness, and
truth), finding out what isacceptableto the
Lord. And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
exposethem” (Ephesans 5:6-11).

Can God bless America?

Today America, with its chief aly
Gregt Britain, wageswar against terrorism.
The wake-up call of Sept. 11 has gava
nized the nation to defend itsfreedom and
way of life. Young men and women brave-
ly march off to war in avdiant effort to
prolong and extend our way of life. The
plea that God will “bless America’ has
resounded from millionswho areboth out-
raged and troubled at what happened on
that dark and fearful day.

Since Americans have asked God's
blessing on the nation's efforts, they
should aso ask what God truly thinks
about its culture and what it exportsto the
world through movies, music and litera-
ture. Intheend, Hisopinionisal that mat-
ters. Let’sask what can happen to apeople
cdled by God to ahigh and noble purpose,
who then turn from the way and follow
after wickedness.

Return again to the scene of ancient
Israel. In Deuteronomy 28 God laid
before them their potential and their
destiny. “Now it shall come to pass, if
you diligently obey the voice of the
Lorb your God, to observe carefully all
His commandments which | command
you today, that the Lorp your God will
set you high above all nations of the
earth.... The Lorp will establish you as
aholy peopleto Himself, just asHe has
sworn to you, if you keep the com-
mandments of the Lorp your God and
walk in His ways. Then all peoples of
the earth shall seethat you are called by
the name of the Lorb, and they shall be
afraid of you” (Deuteronomy 28:1, 9-
10). Incredible national blessingswould
cometo Israel if they obeyed God'sway

and modeled that way before all the
nations.

In verse 15 God shows what would
happen if they failed in their mission and
turned away from the commandments.
“But it shall come to pass, if you do not
obey the voice of the LorD your God, to
observe carefully al His commandments
and His statutes which | command you
today, that all these curseswill come upon
you and overtake you.” He goes on
through the rest of the chapter to show the
fruit of along national decline that could
end in either of two ways—captivity or
repentanceand ultimaterestoration. Sadly,
the story of Israel ended in captivity after
many years of warning by God through
Hisprophets. Isragl would not turnfromits
many sins, among them idolatry and
witchcraft, aswe have seen.

Americaand Britain areamodern par-
ale to ancient Isragl. They have been
blessed among al the nations of the earth,
yet have not kept faith spiritually with the
Creator. The words of Isaiah describe
much that our nations need to understand.
“Isradl does not know, My people do not
consider. Alas, sinful nation, a people
laden with iniquity, a brood of evildoers,
children who are corrupters! They have
forsaken the Lorp...they have turned
away backward.... Thewholeheadissick,
and the whole heart faints. From the sole
of the foot even to the head, there is no
soundnessinit” (Isaiah 1.3-6).

For more than two hundred years
America and Britain have been a deep
well of blessing poured upon the world.
In today’s globalized world America
leads the way in exporting apopular cul-
turethat has an auraof freedom, but con-
tains corrupt seeds. Movies which
popularize witchcraft and sorcery do not
do us credit. | can only repeat the words
of my Bulgarian friend, “how sad.” One
day our nations will be held accountable
for purveying such a culture of decep-
tion.

In the coming Kingdom of God there
will beno roomfor thosewho practice sor-
cery. “Blessed are those who do His com-
mandments, that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter through
the gatesinto thecity. But outsde aredogs
and sorcerers and sexually immora and
murderers and idolaters, and whoever
loves and practices a lie’ (Revelation
22:14-15). =



“GAME OVER,” (Continued from page 16)

against the walls like thickets of dead branches or they lie
beside aman’s plate as he eats. At prayer time, guns are kept
within reach, placed on the ground in front of the prayer rug.”
But what is the end result? Dixon goes on to say,
“Decades of war have militarized the society, left thousands
of widows and fatherless children, and spawned thousands of
boyswith grudgesto repay, on both sides of the country’sciv-
il war.” They grow up wanting to be like the role models
before them, mujahedin or “holy warriors.” In villages you
aremore likely to see young teenstoting Ka ashnikovs rather
than schoolbooks. Beyond what’s on their shoulders, their
faces are set in hard expressions of what they feel afighter
should ook like. Beyond their facesiswhat isbuilt upintheir
hearts. Along with inheriting their fathers' guns, they absorb
their desire for vengeance and their fatalistic view of war.

"It was fate”

Abdullah’s son, Kodratullo, began fighting in the 1980s
at the tender age of 13 as one wave after another of oppres-
sors came into their lives. As Dixon sumsit up, “As a boy,
Kodratullo had no fear of death and no appreciation of the
valueof alife” Itisabrand of fatalism that creeps down and
through one generation to the next. Asked about hisolder son,
Amanullo, who was wounded at age 14 fighting the Soviets,
Abdullah offered without any emotion the common under-
standing. “It was fate. We didn’t think about it. It had to be
that way. If he'd died, that would have been his fate too.”

Abdullah and his sons look upon Abdullah’'s father,
Mohammed, with great veneration. Heisnot only the patriarch
of their clan, but heis aso the village leader. Heis most likely
over 80 yearsold now. Hewasn't waysblind or needing com-
fort from blankets to keep him warm. He has no idea exactly
how old heis. He states the time of his birth in terms of “ten
changes of kings and governments of our country.” Hegrew up
with inspiring legends of Afghan fighters battling the British
with only primitive hunting rifles and sabers during the Third
Anglo-Afghan War. In 1979, already too old to fight, it would
be Mohammed who would give “the cal to arms’ to his sons
and fellow villagersto rise up against the Soviet incursion.

But his biggest battle seems to be the plight of everyday
life for his people. There is a shortage of schoolteachers and
booksfor his people. Many of hisneighborsaredrifting away
looking for a better life. His son Abdullah will in time
become leader of the village. But soon he too will be gone.
Reporter Dixon informs us, “Abdullah is not sure whether
any of hissonswill command enough respect to lead the vil-
lage, where most people do not read or write, and one does-
n't bother to count how many children die of malnutrition,
even though they do count the bodies of their dead warriors.
Kodratullo'silliteracy worries hisfather, who seesit asates-
tament to the family’s decline and a threat to its prestige in
the close-knit Salang Gorge community.”

Abdullahiswisein recognizing hisfamily’sauthority lies
not intheir name, but intheir ability to read, writeand resolve
quarrels between local families before they reach for their
Kalashnikovsor sabersto settletheir feuds. Abdullah reflect-
ed sadly on the results of 22 years of war upon the children

of hiscountry. Helamented, " In other countries of theworld,
they teach their children to do something, to be engineers. In
our country, we teach our children how to kill people”

“I'm dreaming of the day”

Theincredibly wonderful newsisthat “ The Great Game”
that has not only been played out in Afghanistan for a centu-
ry, but in reality in the entire world for millennia, is coming
to an end. Yes, there will be more movesthat will imperil the
entire earth. But the returning Jesus Christ, the great hope
for al humanity, isgoing to not only “check” human aggres-
sion, but aso"checkmate” the ultimate spiritual terrorist—
none other than Satan.

This liberator, described in Isaiah 9:6 as the Prince of
Peace, isgoing to liberate all the pawns of humanity stuck in
the endless cycle of “ The Great Game” of human stealth and
craftiness. In fact, a new game plan is on the way!

Where can you find thisin Scripture? Notice Daniel 2:44:
“And in the days of these kingsthe God of heaven will set up
akingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” The
ushering in of the Kingdom of God under Jesus Christ breaks
all human rules. In fact “ The Great Game” is thrown out and
anew game plan goesinto action.

Did you notice the history-making news in verse 44?
“And the kingdom shall not be left to other people’! The
wonderful and loving Kingdom of God is not simply one
more link in a succession of human-led, world-ruling
empires, but is a spiritually liberating force that is going to
lift acurtain of spiritual, emotional and cultural darkness.

Who better to guide this liberating game plan than one
who has been in “ The Great Game” and suffered its fallout?
When you consider the prophecies related to Christ’s earth-
ly experience and the images of Afghanistan today, they
sound so similar.

Read the words of Isaiah 53:2-3, “He has no form or
comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that
we should desire Him. Heis despised and rejected by men, a
Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, asit
were, our faces from Him; He was despised and we did not
esteem Him.” Where does the life that Jesus experienced as
a man leave off and where does the daily life of today’s
Afghans begin? In the age to come, | think they will have
something to talk about, because they have spoken the same
language of experience. Shakespeare put it this way: “He
jests at scars, who never felt the wounds.”

Reporter Dixon captures the essence of one man's hope,
when at the end of her article she echoes Abdullah’s prayer of
prayers. “I’'m dreaming of the day when my daughter and some
of my grandsonswill get an education and becomedoctors. This
is my only dream. | don’t want them to go up to the mountain
and fight. | want them to live like human beings” Abdullah’s
“only dream” is aredlity which will come to this entire earth
when he, you, |, and al humanity will have the opportunity to
respond to the caring voice of Isaiah 30:21 when it states, “thisis
the way, walk init” Oh yes, what a wonderful day that will be
when “The Great Game” isover! «
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' This s the Way

by Robin Webber

When “The Great Game” Is Over

early 100 years ago, the famous British author

Rudyard Kipling wrote of “The Great Game.”

Kipling, known for many a verse addressed to
young people, was alluding to something far more com-
plex than any child’s pastime. He was speaking of the cen-
terpiece of agreat geopolitical chessboard that sat between
two rival empires. The chessboard of “The Great Game”
was none other than Afghanistan.

In Kipling's time, Russia was in pursuit of a warm
water port to the south, and Britain was determined to pro-
tect its empire on the Asian subcontinent. Afghanistan was
the intersecting crunch-zone for all would-be power seek-
ersto enter. It has been so since the days of Alexander the
Great. Intrigue, political seduction and skirmishes bro-
kered by the “big powers’ through their tribal surrogates
all played out like a game of chess. Isn’t it incredible how
some things just don’t change?

Unfortunately, the pawnswere not funny shaped carvings
of wood, ivory or plastic, but very rea flesh and blood peo-
ple with hopes and dreams like you and me. It's been said,
“When war visits a nation, its people are never the same.”
Unfortunately for Afghanistan, war has never Ieft. In 2001,
we are smply witnessing the latest moves of the pawns on
the “great game board” by powerful outside interests.

A warlike rite of passage

Such an unsettled climate has created a warlike rite of
passage handed down from one generation to the next. A war-
rior culture has become entrenched in the minds and hearts
of the everyday man. “On the ground” in Afghanistan there
are no games, only the reality of day-to-day survival.
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Robyn Dixon, a Los Angeles Times staff writer, cap-
tures the essence of the problem in an article titled
“Learning theWay of aWarrior” that appeared in the Nov.
9, 2001, edition. Shetellsthe story of three generations of
fighters from one family. Over the last two months, al of
us have become acquainted with place names like Kabul,
Mazar-e Sharif and Kandahar. But rather than share one
more place name, | would like to convey the generational
traumaand, yes, the hopes and dreams of three men named
Mohammed, Abdullah and Kodratullo.

Robyn Dixon begins her compelling story with the
most important centerpiece of one family’s home. Itisa
Russian Kalashnikov rifle. Abdullah Jah had lifted it years
before from the corpse of aRussian soldier highin asnowy
pass. Therifle had become so defectiveit had failed to pro-
tect its former owner.

Dixon goes on to poignantly share the budding rela-
tionship between Abdullah and his newfound friend, the
rifle. “Hetook it apart, cleaned it fastidiously, oiled it and
whispered sweet wordstoit. ‘ Youaremy friend, and | will
take care of you.’ After that it never let himdown.” That is,
yet! Thistreasured object hangs on the bedroom wall. It is
alwayswithin reach for thefamily to use against their foes.

“The Kalashnikov” is at the center of Afghan life. As
reporter Dixon so aptly describes, “a few weeks in
Afghanistan and you develop ‘reflexive Kalashnikov
blindness.” You forget to be surprised by them every-
where. She paints a vivid picture, writing, “In
Afghanistan’s bazaars, men carry Kalashnikovs, slung
over their shoulders. In the teahouses, guns lean propped

(See“ GAME OVER,” page 15)



