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Europe at the
Crossroads—What
Does It Mean?

The introduction of the euro coincides with the joint declaration
of the European Union nations at the recent summit at Laeken,
Belgium. These benchmark events will affect your life, long
term—in ways you may not have envisioned.

by John Ross Schroeder

here is Europe headed now?
W The leaders of the European

Union (EU) recently de-
clared that “the Union stands at across-
roads, a defining moment in its
existence” (Laeken Summit text,
emphasis added). They see the deci-
sions made at Laeken as afar-reaching
declaration for the future of Europe,
heralding a new era in its long exis-
tence asacivilization. Coinciding with
the EU’s secular mission statement is
the emergence of the euro asareal in-
pocket currency. Said Romano Prodi,
president of the European Com-
mission, “We will become a greater
Europe with the euro. We shall become
stronger, wealthier” (Associated
Press).

The euro’s impact

A biblical proverb tells us that
“money answersall things.” Thisisthe
real reason for alot of things that may
initially puzzleus. Clearly theeurowill
go along way towards unifying Europe
even further. Even the three EU coun-
triesthat have not yet subscribed to the
single currency will find themselves
being irresistibly pulled towards the
center of Europe.

Many familiar British retail chains
like Virgin and Marks & Spencer have
already decided to accept euro notes
and coins in their shops, nationwide.

Undoubtedly many others will soon
follow. Britons may face the prospect
of having to cope with an extra curren-
cy in their own country. Seasoned
observers feel that 15 million annual
visitors from the European continent
with eurosin their pockets and purses,
plus the inevitable effect of tourists
from the British Isles visiting Europe,
will help assure the eventual demise of
the pound.

Envisioning the European
future

But the stated intentions of the
Laeken Summit leaders could turn out
to be far more significant than even the
impact of the euro. People with asound
understanding of both biblical prophe-
cy and European history have very
good reason to be seriously concerned
about the recent joint declaration of the
EU heads of government.

For example, one crucial portion of
the final Laeken declaration states:
“Fifty years on, however, the union
stands at a crossroads, a defining
moment in its existence, the unification
of Europeisnear. The union isabout to
expand to bring in more than ten new
member states, predominantly Central
and Eastern European, thereby finally
closing one of the darkest chaptersin
European history: the Second World

(See “ EUROPE,” page 3)
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Going Safely Into the Unknown

he year 2001 is now history and the world anxiously awaits the events
Tof 2002. America’'s war on terrorism in the aftermath of the Sept. 11

attacks dominated all other events of the past year and will continue to
shape events of the coming months. Most experts—and a majority of
Americans—fully expect another major terrorist attack on American soil this
year. Whatever type of attack comes, whether bio-terror, airplane hijacking or,
God forbid, even nuclear, the effect on Americais chilling asit waits “for the
other shoe to drop.”

It is atime of uncertainty. The military action in Afghanistan has gone
well for Americawith only afew casualties and the successful ousting of the
Taliban. Where American troops will go next is not widely known. Somalia
has been mentioned aswell asIrag and Yemen. Officials caution that the war
has only begun and that it will be along period before its mission is com-
plete.

The new year begins with arecession in America, anew currency in Europe
and the nations attempting to peer into the future to see exactly what kind of post-
Sept. 11 world we really do have. In thisissue of World News and Prophecy we
bring you several articles to help focus our attention on subjects vital to our
understanding of today’s world. Melvin Rhodes asks what would happen if
America sinfluence wasremoved from international relations. Gary Petty exam-
ines the roots of the Arab nations. Cecil Maranville probes the powerful influ-
ence of religion during modern times.

This generation is facing a time of testing unlike any it has seen. Already
many from all walks of life have stepped forward to provide a stabilizing influ-
ence. The days ahead will require further resolve and heroic actions. It isatime
to go to the one source of help which will prove a deep well of true spiritual
help. Psalm 91 showsthat he who sets his eyes and affection upon God can expect
help in time of crisis. “Hewho dwellsin the secret place of the Most High shall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. | will say of theLorb, ‘Heismy refuge
and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust’™ (Psalm 91:1-2). Read this entire
psalm to glimpse God' s promise to those who turn to Him. In thistime of nation-
al self-examination we need to return to biblical passages such astheseto guide
our path to the future.

It wasfour monthsinto the Second World War, in December 1939, when King
George VI of Great Britain broadcast a message of courage to his beleaguered
subjects throughout the British Empire. His words are important for us to hear
again today. “A new year isat hand,” he said. “We cannot tell what it will bring.
| said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, ‘ Give me alight that | may
tread safely into the unknown.” And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and
put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light, and
safer than aknown way.”

Until the day when God restores His eternal kingdom to this earth, may His
hand guide our steps through the darkness of thistime.

—DarrisMcNedly

Read World News and Prophecy as soon as it is completed. The next issueis
scheduled to be available by Feb. 13 on the Internet at:

http://www.ucg.org/articles/wnp/
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“EUROPE,” (Continued from page 1)
War and the ensuing artificial division
of Europe.

“At long last Europeison its way to
becoming one big family, without blood-
shed, areal transformation clearly call-
ing for a different approach from fifty
years ago, when six countries took the

lead. Now that the Cold War is over and
we are living in a globalised [British
spelling], yet also highly fragmented
world, Europe needs to shoulder its
responsibilities in the governance of
globalisation [British spelling]” (text
quoted in The Daily Telegraph, Dec. 18,
2001, emphasis added).

What Others Are Saying About the Euro

hismonth the biggest currency swap in history took place acrossmuch of Europe.

More than 300 million people in 12 nations began using the newly minted cur-
rency of the European Union. In afew months the German mark, Italian lira.and
French franc will become relics of the past.

Bible prophecy (Revelation 18) shows a coming world economic colossus
will emerge to dominate the world. Europe’s monetary union could be a signif-
icant development toward that event. Read what other publications have said
about the new European currency.

“The euro continues to be threstened by the problem present &t its birth, whichis
whether asinglefisca policy can serve 12 (and eventually more) separate and differ-
ent national economies. The euro arrives as both unifier and divider. The 12 members
move closer to one another, but the gap widens between them and others, notably the
new states scheduled to join the EU” (International Herald Tribune, Dec. 21, 2001).

“The euro ‘will be far more than a single currency for Europe,” said Walter
Eversheim, aspokesman for the committeethat awardsthe International Charlemagne
prizefor the greatest contribution to European unity, which thisyear hasbeen award-
ed to the currency. ‘It will contribute to a common European identity, stabilize the
community and foster peace’

“Whatever its strength against the dollar, the euro aready isaglobal currency in
every sense of the word. 1ts 306 million usersin 12 countries, including three of the
world's seven biggest industria powers, account for a sixth of the globa economy.
The euro takes over from the Deutsche mark asthe world's second most widely used
reserve currency after thedollar. It will replace the Deutsche mark asthe shadow cur-
rency across Eastern and Central Europe. Across North Africa, it will replace the
French franc asapardld currency.

“The euro will become the most widely circulating currency in Europe since the
denarius of the Roman Empire’ (ibid., Dec. 31, 2001).

“The new euro could challenge the U.S. dollar’s status’ (“The New Europe,”
National Geographic, January 2002).

“To displace the dallar, the euro would need to be known for the stability of its
value attested to by its widespread use in foreign trade and international financia
transactions...the euro gtill hasto win its spurs. The euro will need a credible track
record of some duration before it will win acceptance in world financial markets’
(“Assessing the Euro ThreeYearsAfter ItsLaunch” by AnnaJ. Schwartz, The Region,
December 2001).

“The euro simply cannot fail ... Tomorrow, thereis only one European currency.
Long livethe euro” (all Sreet Journal, Jan. 1, 2002).

“Theeurowill beinusein Britain within weeksand will soon be asreadily accept-
edinthehigh street assterling, according to Neil Kinnock, Britain’smost senior offi-
cid in Brussdls’ (The Sunday Times, Dec. 30, 2001).

“In view of the enormous economic clout behind the euro, it will very quickly
becomeeither aparallel currency or, depending on the state of the country concerned,
the only real accepted currency, Herr Eichel [the German financeminister] saidinan
interview with Der Spiegel” (The Times, Dec. 29, 2001).

“Wewill becomeagreeater Europewith theeuro. We shdl become stronger, wedlth-
ier,” said Romano Prodi, European Commission president (Associated Press). «

Conceptslikethe near unification of
Europe and becoming one big family
may sound innocuous on the surface,
but when viewed from a biblical stand-
point the eventual outcome of these
trends takes on a more sinister note.
From God's point of view, unity among
the nations of thisworld isnot always a
good thing. World leaders do not gener-
ally promote God's way of achieving
unity, but as much as possible each is
seeking his own benefit and believing
that his own way is the right path to a
unified outlook and an absence of con-
flict. The Hebrew prophet I saiah wrote:
“The way of peace they have not
known, and there is no justice in their
ways...Whoever takesthat way shall not
know peace” (Isaiah 59:8).

Remember the Tower of Babel
(Genesis 11:1-9). “And the Lorp said,
‘Indeed the people are one and they all
have one language, and thisiswhat they
begin to do; now nothing that they pro-
pose [imagine, KJV] to do will be with-
held from them’” (verse 6). Whether or
not they fully grasped it, the motives of

(See “EUROPE,” page 6)

A President of
Europe

ne of the major legacies of
Laeken may turn out to be the
proposal for adirectly elected presi-
dent of Europe. This post would be a
vivid symbol of additional European
integration. As Francis Elliott,
deputy political editor of The Sunday
Telegraph, expressed it: “The
European Union last night set aclear
course to create a directly elected
president in a significant step
towards a European superstate’
(Dec. 16, 2001, emphasis added).
As it was conceived at the
Laeken Summit, this proposed
post—though theoretically the same
office—would eventually carry
much greater authority than the pres-
idency of the European Union, a
position now occupied by Romano
Prodi. The British prime minister,
Tony Blair, conceded at a press con-
ference that the creation of a super-
state was back on the agenda. In
reality it was never off. «
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Imagine a World Without the
United States

Sometimes it is necessary to imagine the unimaginable.

What could
precipitate the
transfer of
dominance from
the United States
to the group of
nations referred to
in Revelation 17,
who “will give
their power and
authority to the
beast”?

by Melvin Rhodes

dent, intheWhite House, the vice pres-

ident, at the National Observatory, and
all Cabinet members, in their respective
agency headquarters, are killed in a terrorist
attack on downtown Washington. So are all
members of Congress, except the few who
happen to be out of town.

“What happens to the Republic? At the
moment, the answer is alarming: chaos.”

S0 begins a sobering and disturbing article
in the S. Petersburg Times of Dec. 10, 2001,
credited to the Washington Post.

Continuing, the unnamed writer added:
“The September 11th attacks and subsequent
release of anthrax on Capitol Hill have left
many lawmakers and constitutional experts
concerned that the federal government does
not have adequate succession and continuity
plans in place to recover from a catastrophic
terrorist attack on Washington.”

Pause for a moment and consider: What
would the world be like without America?

Y /i I magine the unimaginable. The presi-

A world without America

The world has not been the same since
Sept. 11. The possibility of an even bigger ter-
rorist attack on Washington in the foreseeable
future cannot be ruled out. If such an attack
wereto take place, it isdifficult to imagine how
the United States could continue to lead the
free world. The consequences would be
unimaginable—except for the fact that the
Bible prophesies such a time.

Thebiblical book of Revelation reveal sthat
theworld will come under the domination of a
union of 10 kings (or heads of state) immedi-
ately prior to the return of Jesus Christ
(Revelation 17:12-14). What could precipitate
the transfer of dominance from the United
States to this group of nations, who “will give
their power and authority to the beast”?

Since World Wear |1 the United States has
been the undisputed leader of the Western
world. Before the United States, the British
Empire was the world's leading power for two
centuries. The United States and Great Britain
share similar values. Nobody alive today can
remember atimewhen one of these nationswas
not the major forcein the world. Certainly, nei-
ther the United States nor Britain hasbeen aper-
fect world leader. But it is equally certain that
domination by other nations would have made
theworld avery different place. A look back at
fairly recent history well illustrates this fact.

Prior to the supremacy of the English-
speaking powers, the major Western player
was France, whose King Louis X1V (1643-
1715) vainly declared, “| am the state.” The
concept of the divine right of kings was essen-
tial to centralized state power. Prior to France,
Spain was dominant. “His Most Catholic
Majesty,” the king of Spain, saw himself and
his country asinstruments of God in spreading
thefaith of the*onetrue catholic church” tothe
four cornersof the earth. If peopledid not will-
ingly convert, then there were other means of
persuasion.

England and her colonies were to struggle
against these forces of despotism for over 250
years, from the time of Queen Elizabeth |
(1558-1603), until the Battle of Waterloo in
1815 when Napoleon's dreams of world con-
quest were finally totally defeated. A century
|ater there were further attempts at world con-
quest by Germany’s kaiser and later Hitler.
Japan was also set on imposing her will on the
world. Afterwards, Russian and Chinese com-
munism threatened the peace of the world.

For most of thistime, the prophesied “mul-
titude of nations’ (Genesis 48:19) was the
forcethat defended liberty. After Pearl Harbor,
that was to change, with the United States tak-
ing over from Great Britain astheworld’slead-

go both an editorial and areview process.
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ing military power. However imperfect-
ly, both Britain and Americabased their
political, economic and religious sys
tems on freedom of the individual.

In contrast, most continental
European nations historicaly have
not—they have subscribed instead to a
variant of Louis XIV’s famous dictum,
emphasizing strong central government
at the expense of individual liberty. In
Western Europe this has been tempered
since World War Il during America’s
period of supremacy.

A post-Anglo-Saxon world is fright-
ening to contemplate. Whoever takes
over asthe dominant power will not share
the same values as the United States and
Britain. Maybe some of those values
would remain, but certainly not al.

How it might happen is a topic for
another article. But, for the moment,
imagine the unimaginable—Washing-
ton gone. What would happen?

Who would lead the West?

“The West” is an all-encompassing
term. Theterm goes back to the Western
Roman Empire. When the military and
political empire collapsed in the fifth
century, the church became the empire.
As historian Paul Johnson put it in his
1972 book The Offshore Islanders:
“The Church was the continuation of
the empire.” He added: “Politics and
religion were inseparable”

The Roman Empire was the fourth
empire of Daniel’s vision. In biblical
imagery it was one of the four beasts
(Daniel 7:3, 7). For 12 centuries, from
the time of the Emperor Constantine
(306-337) when the church became the
state church, until the Protestant
Reformation in the 16th century, the
church was a powerful force in the his-
tory of the “West.”

During the Protestant Reformation,
England broke with the church.
Theoretically, it was now free to act
independently of Rome. But, until its
ascendancy was fully realized, England
had to defend herself against continen-
tal Catholic powersthat werewilling to
use force to subdue her. In the course if
tune, Britain became the dominant
Western power. Her multitude of
nations spread around the globe wereto
go on to defend the West against
Napoleon, the kaiser and Hitler.

Pause for a moment and consider: What would the world be
like without the United States of America?

Americawasto continuethat role asthe
|eader of the free world.

What then is the West?

To people in Britain and the United
States, the emphasis is on freedom of
the individual, freedom of expression,
freedom of religion, democracy and
human rights. Neither country has been
perfect in these areas, but thisis where
most people would put their emphasis.

But in a wider sense, “the West”
comprises al the nations that can trace
their history and culture back to the
nationsthat once comprised the Western
Roman Empire. England and some oth-
er countries of northwestern Europe
separated themselves from the Western
church inthe 1500s. These nationswent
on to embrace democratic systems of
government, with emphasis on basic
freedoms for the individual citizen.
Most of the other Western nationsmain-
tained their loyalty to the mother church
and, until well into the 20th century,
retained strictly hierarchical, monarchi-
cal forms of government.

But their common cultural heritage
goes back to Rome. Interestingly, the
1957 Treaty of Rome began the long
and arduous process of bringing most of

these nations back together in the
European Union.

These nations make up the mgjority
of Western nations. They have tacitly
recognized American leadership of the
West since 1945. But if Americasuffers
more major setbacksin the form of ter-
rorist attacks, what would these nations
do? Would they sit back and let them-
selves be defeated by the forces of mil-
itant Islam, a force that has threatened
them previously in their history?Would
they wait and see if somebody else
replaced the United States as |leader of
the “free world”? What is the “free
world” anyway?

Uppermost in their minds would be
the need to preserve their independence,
economic well-being and way of life.
All Western nations are trading nations.
They all depend on trade, on business,
on the prosperity of the capitalist sys-
tem. Never mind freedom of religion or
freedom of the individual. Historically,
they only became important during
Britain’s and America’'s preeminence.
With America gone, who would care
about such expensive niceties? The
security of the state would be of para-
mount importance. Jobs and the econo-
my would be next on the list.

January 2002 5
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Daniel 11 predicts that a powerful
force known as the “king of the South”
will push against the “king of the
North,” “at the time of the end” (verse
40). This threatens the security and
prosperity of those under the “king of
the North.” They react with massive
military force, suggestive of advanced
technology, which is not possible with-
out wealth.

Right now, the United States and
Canada are in aliance with the other
Western nations. They will not be a part
of the 10 nations that come together in
the prophesied revival of the Roman
Empire. These nations most likely will
come from the same geographical area
as the nations that made up the original
Roman Empire, nations that have
signed the Treaty of
Rome, the econom-
ic union that is
rapidly being trans-
formed into apoaliti-
ca and military
union.

An ever closer
union

Some of these
nations, as you read
this article, are in
the midst of a dra-
matic and signifi-
cant change—the
replacement of their
national currencies with one multina-
tional currency, the euro. Of the 15
European Union (EU) nations, 12 have
become one single market. At the same
time, the 15 are busy negotiating with
10 other European nationswho arelike-
ly to be members of the EU by 2005.
Additionally, France and Germany have
proposed a new European constitution
that would unite the EU nations politi-
caly.

Militarily, a significant step has
been taken, as a direct consequence of
the events of Sept. 11. To the surprise
of everyone concerned, all 15 mem-
bers of the EU have agreed to send
troops as part of the international secu-
rity force for Afghanistan. This is
unprecedented. Three of the 15 are
neutral countries. Never before have
all 15 agreed on anything militarily.
This is a reflection of the dramatic

6 World News and Prophecy

Could it be that one of
the consequences of
Sept. 11 will be the

awakening of another

sleeping giant, the

European Union, out of

which will rise the final

resurrection of the
Roman Empire?

shift that has and is changing thinking
around the world since the terrorist
attacks on America.

At the present time, most of the
nations of the EU are also members of
NATO, the military alliance that links
North America and Western Europe
together.

After Sept. 11 the United States
asked NATO to invoke Clause 5 of the
NATO Treaty. This clause enables any
member country to claim the military
support of other members when
attacked by a nation from outside the
alliance. Originally this was intended
to help any European nation attacked
by the Soviet Union oritsallies. Clause
5 had never before been invoked.

It is of supreme irony that the first
nation to request
that Clause 5 be
invoked was the
United States, until
now the ultimate
guarantor of the
freedom of the oth-
er member states.
Thisin itself could
mean a significant
change in the bal-
ance of power, still
unclear so soon
after the recent ter-
rorist attacks.

As has often
been said since the
attacks on New York and Washington,
the world will never be the same again.
It'sgoing to be sometimebeforethe full
implications and consequences will be
fully realized.

Sept. 11 has frequently been com-
pared to the attack on Pearl Harbor,
America’s second single biggest loss of
life in one day. That attack awoke a
sleeping giant, the United States of
America. By the end of the war lessthan
four yearslater, the United Stateswasthe
world'sgreatest military power. Her aly,
Great Britain, together with the other
nationsthat formed her empire and com-
monwealth, though victorious, was ex-
hausted. Could it be that one of the
consequences of Sept. 11 will be the
awakening of another deeping giant, the
European Union, out of which will rise
the final resurrection of the Roman
Empire? Only time will tell. «

“EUROPE,” (Continued from page 3)

these ancients were not right. Their
Creator had explicitly told them to
spread out, but they wanted to stay
together in one place. They sought uni-
ty for the wrong reasons.

Another case in point is the historic
divison of ancient Israel, divinely
imposed as a penalty for their national
sins. God saw to it that the nation was
divided in two, and He later prevented
an attempt by King Rehoboam to reuni-
fy the two separate countries (1 Kings
11:9-13; 12:23-24).

Planning a European
constitution

The European Council in Laeken
decided to convene a specia constitu-
tional convention in the interest of fur-
ther steps towards unity. It has
appointed former president of FranceV.
Giscard d'Estaing as chairman of this
convention. This proposed constitution
would most probably redefine the four
treaties that undergird the EU.

Also onthe agendaisthe selection of
a president of the European
Commission who will be directly elect-
ed by the citizens of Europe. Potentially
thisis an office of vast powers, which
could emerge in just a very few years,
with authority over perhaps as many as
25 nations.

If the EU leaders really understood
human nature asthe Bible viewsit, they
might have paused to consider where
the course of events laid out at Laeken
will really lead us. But most leaders of
secular Europe today pay little if any
attention to the wisdom of the Bible. If
they did, they would understand with
the prophet Jeremiah that “the way of
man is not in himself; it is not in man
who walks to direct His own steps’
(Jeremiah 10:23). Mankind desperately
needs divine guidance (verse 24).

You can understand where these key
events in Europe are taking us. Please
request our free brochure, The Book of
Revelation Unveiled. Thisfina book of
theBibleisparticularly pertinent to cur-
rent trends on the European scene. The
booklet will not only show you where
world trends are leading mankind, but
also reveal what steps you can take to
cope with these coming events in your
persond life. «



Asking the Tough Question:
Has Religion Failed?

Public figures speak warmly of all religions, attempting to foster unity and to ratchet down the
hostility in the many current religious-based confrontations. But let’s ask the tough question: Has
religion done for mankind what it purports to do? Is the world community more peaceful? Are the

individual citizens of the world more moral for the presence of religion? What can we anticipate the
future will bring vis-a-vis religion?

nly afew months ago, religion wasrel-
0 egated to rarely read weekend seg-

ments of Western newspapers and the
occasional television or magazine piece. When
it was featured in the major press, it was usu-
ally inrelation to enigmatic prophecies. Today,
religion is front page news. During the Cold
War, the world was divided between
Christianity and atheism, although the con-
frontation was not typically defined interms of
religion. Now the lines have fallen in an older
place, with the world’s peoples increasingly
defined as Christian or Muslim.

The Western nations are said to be
“Christian,” but that label is more a political
than amoral descriptive. Only aminority actu-
ally pursues or practices Christianity, which is
fragmented into a kaleidoscope of forms that
little resemble the Christianity of the early
New Testament Church of God.

Islam is as divided as Christianity

In contrast to the Western label of
Christianity, increasing numbers of nations are
said to be Islamic. They include most Arab
nations, Iran and Indonesia. But that label, too,
isapolitical descriptive, for Isam isasdivided
as Christianity. Long-time Middle East journal-
ist Judith Miller analyzes the militant Islamic
movementswithin 10 Middle Eastern countries
in God Has Ninety-Nine Names. Her titleisa
play onthefact that there are 99 different names
for God in the Koran, as she explains that there
isno singular cohesive Islam.

Muslim clerics and political leaders use the
sayings of Muhammad as the basis of their reli-
gious rulings and government policies, empha-
sizing particular passages to their own
advantage. The Koran is interpreted differently
by whomever happensto bein authority at agiv-
entime, asis sharia (holy law). An action con-

by Cecil E. Maranville

sidered worthy of the death penalty in Islamic
Sudan isn't necessarily even punishable in
Idamic Iran. And Ilamic governmentsthat con-
sider themselves fully compliant with I1slamic
law aren’t considered “ Idlamic enough” for mil-
itant factionsin their own countries.

Often sayings that are attributed to
Muhammad are frauds. The first biography
about him wasn't written until 125 years after
his death. “Muslim historians and jurists
admitted that many of the stories circulated
about Muhammad—the so-called hadith, liter-
ally the ‘narratives’ or the Prophet’s recorded
deeds and sayings—were fabricated to support
a particular political faction or opinion. Less
than 200 years after Muhammad's death, one
celebrated Muslim scholar is said to have dis-
counted 596,725 hadith then in circulation”
(Miller, 1996, p. 88).

There are obvious parallels with today’s
widely divergent Christian denominations,
which competefor followersand financial sup-
port. On the other hand, Muslim countries that
enforce sharia stand in stark contrast to coun-
triesthat are considered Christian, whereone's
religion is his choice. Has either force or free-
dom brought peopleto God and nationsto god-
liness?

Lifeand death power in the hands of human
beingswho claim the authority to act and speak
for God—whether in Christian or Muslim
nations—has resulted in the abuse, torment
and wrongful death of uncounted millions of
people. But the Christianity nominally
embraced by hundreds of millions around the
world has aso hurt, rather than helped,
mankind.

How Christianity has failed

How does the modern Western approach to
religion hurt people? In contrast to the father-

Life and death
power in the
hands of human
beings who claim
the authority to
act and speak for
God—whether in
Christian or
Muslim nations—
has resulted in the
abuse, torment
and wrongful
death of
uncounted
millions....
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child relationship between God and
humanity that the Bible reveals, the
Western approach to religion is more
aptly described as a partnership. The
senior partner in the relationship is the
human being; God isthe junior partner.
The senior partner has full authority to
disregard the opinions of the junior one.
That is, if people disagree with what
God'sWord says about how they should
live, they interpret the biblical passages
in the light of their own beliefs or sim-
ply ignore them.

Free from the fear that a state-con-
trolled religion is going to impose its
interpretation on him, the Westerner
decides for himself what is right and
wrong. He has chosen poorly.

Wealthy Western nations are like
large familiesthat have no authority fig-
ure as a parent. For the most part, their
citizens cultivate the pursuit of their
self-destructive appetites instead of
advocating a moral culture of self-con-
trol. Spiritually, they're like spoiled
children.

A burgeoning theme since the ter-
rorist disasters of late 2001 has been
“thereisgood in al faiths” It'savaria-
tion on the proverbial “many roads lead
to heaven.” U.S. President Bush has
voiced this concept numerous timesin
the past few months, as he seeks to
inspire harmony between the diverse
religions of the United States.

In her 50th Christmas message, the
British queen urged people of all faiths
to set aside their differences that have
led to global violence. She said we can
all learn from each other, “whatever our
faith—be it Christian or Jewish,
Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu or Sikh”
(*Faith Can Conquer Evil Says Queen”
by Caroline Daviesand VictoriaCombe,
The Telegraph, Dec. 26, 2001). Of
course, she's trying to be all-inclusive
and promote harmony. The pope
attempted to strike a similar note in his
Christmas message, saying, “May the
gentle face of the Child of Bethlehem
remind everyone that we all have one
Father” (ibid.).

Christians are confused

Instead of leading the West to pre-
serve and practice Christianity, this
attempt to embrace al religions fosters
a culture similar to that of Old
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Much human suffering is prophesied to occur before genuine
peace is established. Religion will play a major role in that suffering.

Testament Israel. Confused about her
religious identity, she incorporated and
embraced customs of many other reli-
gions. Surprisingly, those ancient reli-
gions included practices that today
masquerade as Christian, such as wor-
ship of the sun. (For more information
about this startling fact, see our publi-
cations Sunset to Sunset—God's
Sabbath Rest and Holidays or Holy
Days. Does It Matter Which Days We
Keep?) The result was a multicultural
society, which was superficially desir-
able, but slowly and surely led to the
moral corruption and collapse of the
nation.

InIsrael’sformative years, God told
its people to keep the unique religious
code He had given them. Specificaly,
He warned them not to incorporate the
religious practices of others. Para-
phrasing His words: “Don’'t look at
what others do in their religions and
say, ‘ That’san interesting custom. Let’s
add that to how we worship.” It's Me
that you are worshiping, so worship Me
inthe way that | ask you to. The conse-
guences of dabbling in religious multi-
culturalism are far worse than you
could imagine” (see Deuteronomy
12:29-32).

With the passage of time, Israglites
chose to make peace with their neigh-
boring nations by doing exactly what
God counseled them not to do—they
mixed the neighbors' religions in with
the code God gave to them. We learn
from biblical history that the Israelites
corrupted God's revealed way of life

more than any people ever had (Ezekiel
5:7,9).

Isthismerely asubject for aHistory
Channel special? Stephen, one of the
leaders of an infant Christianity, recited
the lesson to Jewish religious leaders as
awarning to them (Acts 7:42-43). And
the apostle Paul wrote that Christians
have these I sraglite histories so we will
know what mistakes to avoid (1
Corinthians 10:6).

Clearly, Israglite history should have
a strong impact on Christians. People
whose minds are spiritually aert will
listen to and heed the lesson.

The Christian Western world is as
confused about true values asit is about
true worship. After suffering attacks by
Muslim fundamentalists, U.S. political,
business and religious leaders urged its
citizenry to “return to the way of life
that makes America a great nation.”
Included in that definition were recom-
mendations that people travel, continue
to buy new pleasure vehicles and return
to normal shopping patterns for
Christmas. True values have been
obscured by commercialism and a reli-
gious holiday that has nothing to do
with the Christianity of the Bible—Old
or New Testament.

Many religious people in the West
spoke of the terrorist attacks on the
United States as “a wake-up call from
God.” If it was, people have gone back
to sleep. Religioustalk has abounded, as
everyone from heads of state to the man
on the street invoked God's name for
comfort in the wake of fear and death.



Religiousinformation hasflourished, as
countless articles on Islam appeared in
the Western press in an effort to under-
stand the faith in whose name afist of
terror hammered the United States. But
religious action—apart from funerals
and memorial services—has been min-
imal. George Barna reports that church
attendance in the United States is the
only religious practice to haveincreased
after Sept. 11, and that it was gradually
returning to pre-attack levels (The
Barna Update, Nov. 26, 2001).

Returning to corrupted religion

Not that it would necessarily have
been better if people had gone to
church. | noted above that few people
actually practice Christianity in so-
called“Christian” nations. Fewer still of
the people who consider themselves
Christian practicethe Christianity of the
early New Testament Church of God.
Instead, they have unwittingly em-
braced a counterfeit Christianity.
Biblical history recordsthe inception of
this impostor faith, which eventually
became accepted over the true one.

Consequently, many sincere “de-
fenders of the [Christian] faith” are
defending a fraud. Content with hav-
ing their religion interpreted for them
by others, few Christians have taken
the time to compare their church with
the Church of God described in the
Bible.

You can read about the beginning of
this counterfeit Christianity and its evo-
lution throughout history in our booklet,
The Church Jesus Built. The booklet
also shows the doctrines and way of life
of the early New Testament Church of
God from the Scriptures. If you've nev-
er made the comparison between
today’s Christianity and the Christianity
of Christ'sdisciples, you'rein for asur-
prise.

Violent terrorist actscommitted inthe
name of religion should cause people to
reevaluate religion’s contribution to the
present world. Has religion helped indi-
viduals and ethnic groups in this present
world draw close to God? What does it
mean to be near to God?

The Bible reveals that God is indeed
our Father, and that Hewantsusto choose
to have arelationship with Him. It isHis
will that human beings pattern the way

they think and live after His nature and
His ways. It is His will that the nations
learn to live together in peace.

Has religion succeeded in helping
individual human beings live more like
God?Hasreligion succeeded in helping
the community of nations live together
in a godly way? Many will argue that
their religion has helped them as indi-
viduals or that it has helped promote
their political cause, but the record of
history argues that religion has failed
miserably in accomplishing what it
ought to achieve. Religion has been the
key to war, not the way to peace.

Religion will spawn war, not
peace

Truereligionwill indeed bring about
lasting peace within individuals and
between ethnic groups when the
Kingdom of God is established on earth
after Christ returns. But much human
suffering is prophesied to occur before
genuine peace is established. And reli-
gion will play a major role in that suf-
fering. The so-called Christian nations
of this present world will again live
under governments that sponsor and
cooperate with religion, lending full
judicial and military authority to reli-
gious leaders.

These words sound preposterous in
today’s world, where they are fulfilled
only in governments under the control
of religious extremists. Of course, cen-
turies ago the Christian religion was
imposed and enforced in the Holy
Roman Empire, which was a marriage
of church and state. Bible prophecy
shows that history will repeat itself.
(Request our booklet, The Book of
Revelation Unveiled, for a study of the
prophecies that foretell this incredible
development.)

Recent events have shown how vio-
lent Muslim extremists can be, which
may give us awindow on future forces
that will trigger the realignment of
nations along religious lines. Setting
aside for a moment the more radical
Muslim states like Libya, Sudan or
Algeria, consider developments in the
more stable countries of Saudi Arabia
and Egypt. Judith Miller quoted afriend
on whether Saudis would choose
Islamic fundamentalism: “If the average
Saudi is given a choice between revolu-

tion and a bonus, he'll take the bonus’
(Miller, p. 126). You have to be over 40
to remember anything but wealth in the
Saudi kingdom. In 1992, 68 percent of
Saudis were less than 25 years old
(ibid., p. 106), meaning their only mem-
ory is of the wealthy royals generously
sharing with al Saudis.

The 1990s saw a dramatic econom-
ic shift. “ Years of massive spending on
national infrastructure and extravagant
industrial projectsaswell aswidespread
corruption had finally caught up with
the Saudis, whose population had risen
since the 1970s from an estimated 6
million to 12 million. After a decade of
stable oil prices and a 100 percent
increase in population, Saudi per capita
income had dropped to half of what it
was in the 1970s” (ibid., p. 86). There
are no more bonuses—and Saudis are
choosing revolution. Of the 19 suicide
terrorists in the Sept. 11 attack on the
United States, 15 were Saudis. They
were educated men and the sons of edu-
cated men, in contrast to the stereo-
typica terrorist of the recent past.

Until recent years, young Egyptian
men relied heavily onincomefrom jobs
in the Saudi ail fields. Not only did the
money they sent home help their fami-
lies, having such ajob often meant the
difference between staying single and
being able to be married at all. Now,
those jobs have largely dried up. As of
1994, 54 percent of Egyptians live
below the poverty line (ibid., p. 68).
People historically turn to fundamen-
talism when democracy and capitalism
have failed them. Militant Islamic fun-
damentalism hasfertile soil in which to
grow in these two maor Middle
Eastern countries—and in many more
countries.

Nothing in the foreseeable future
indicates a reversal of this ominous
trend. Will we see a violent upsurge in
Muslim fundamentalism worldwide?
Will worldwide religious terrorism
motivate people in the West to forgo
their religiousfreedom and seek areturn
to the “protection” that a state religion
would provide?

Regardless of how the details play
out, there can be no doubt that religion
will redefine the aignment of nationsin
the next few years. And until God steps
in, religion will spawn war, not peace. «
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The Biblical Origins of
the Arab Peoples

Why is there so much unrest in the Middle East? Why is there constant strife between the Israelis
and Palestinians? The answers to these questions didn’t begin with the formation of the state of
Israel in 1948. The history of these conflicts goes back 4,000 years and is recorded in a place many

people would never think to look—the Bible!

To really
understand the
history of the Arab
peoples, we must
study the life of
Abraham.

by Gary Petty

the Middle East as an exatic, far-away

mixture of the ancient past and the mod-
ern world. This area of conflict between Arab
and Jew is the land of the Bible, of Moses and
Jesus, of prophets bringing messages of God's
wrath and apostles proclaiming God's love.

The United States has been politicaly, eco-
nomically and sometimes militarily involved in
the Middle East for decades. The United States
supported the United Nations' creation of the
state of Isradl in 1948, and U.S. dollars and mil-
itary hardware enabled Isragl to win its wars
with Arab neighbors.

America’s roller coaster relationship with
Arab nations has run the gamut from alianceto
hostility. In 1956 the United States was instru-
mental in putting pressure on Great Britain,
France and Israel to withdraw from the Suez
Cana after a lightning strike that seized the
waterway from Egypt. It was a U.S.-led coali-
tion that drovethe Iragisfrom Kuwait during the
Gulf War of the early 1990s.

The biblical origins of Middle East
conflict

The World Trade Center attacks raised
American consciousness of the age-old con-
flicts of the Middle East. Westerners are trying
to understand thereasonsfor the hatred between
Jaw and Arab and why it spilled over into the
Western world.

For students of biblical prophecy these
events aren't a complete surprise. The Middle
East is the focal point of hiblical prophecy.
Jerusalem iswhere Jesus the Messiah delivered
the gospel of the Kingdom of God and it is
where He promises to return to set up that
Kingdom. The Bible aso contains a great deal
of information concerning the roots of the bad
blood between Isragli and Arab.

The Arab peoples comprise numerous clans
and tribes. Many historians trace the peoples of

U ntil recently many Americansenvisioned
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the southern Arabian Peninsula to Joktan, who
is mentioned in the Bible. Other Arab peoples
are descendants of Abraham’snephew Lot, who
fled Sodom. But to really understand the histo-
ry of the Arab peoples, we must study thelife of
Abraham.

Abraham and Sarah

We begin our search almost 4,000 years ago
in the city of Ur, athriving metropolis on the
eastern curve of the Fertile Crescent. It wasin
this crescent-shaped strip stretching from the
Persian Gulf to the Egyptian Nile that the first
great civilizationsappeared. It wasin Ur that the
Creator appeared to a man named Abram who
would become a central figure in Judaism,
Christianity and Ilam.

God's relaionship with Abram starts in
Genesis 12:1-3: “Now the Lorp had said to
Abram: * Get out of your country, from your fam-
ily and from your father’s house, to aland that |
will show you. | will make you agreat nation...””

Genesis 16 containsthe fascinating, but ulti-
mately tragic, story of Abram’'s and Sarai’s
attempt to bring about God's promise through
human means. Since it was physically impossi-
ble for Saral to bear children, she gave an
Egyptian servant girl to Abram as a surrogate
mother. The child of this union was named
Ishmael. For 13 years Ishmael was probably
told that he was the son of promise, the recipi-
ent of God's promisesto Abram.

God appeared again to Abram asweread in
Genesis 17:1-2; “When Abram was ninety-nine
yearsold, the Lorp appeared to Abram and said
to him, ‘I am Almighty God; walk before Me
and be blameless. And | will make My covenant
between Me and you, and will multiply you
exceedingly.”

God made an amazing promise to
Abraham—his descendants would be a specia
peoplefor God's purposesfor generations. God
previously told Abraham that in him al the



nations of the earth would be blessed.
The promise also included the land of
Canaan (Genesis 17:8).

Canaan is the geographically diverse
strip of land running along the eastern
Mediterranean Sea that is the center of
the Isragli-Palestinian conflict today.
God reestablished His covenant with
Abraham, but there was another stipula-
tion that would come as a shock to this
man to whom God had promised so
much.

“Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for
Sarai your wife...l will blessher and also
give you a son by her; then | will bless
her, and she shall be amother of nations;
kings of peoples shall be from her'”
(Genesis17:15-16).

God's statements seemed incredible.
Not only had Sarah been barren al her
life, but she was now well past normal
child-bearing age. What God was promis-
ing could only happen through divine
intervention. Besides, Abraham already
had a son, whom he loved dearly. In
Genesis17:18 Abraham saysto God, “ Oh,
that |shmagl might live beforeYou!”

Abraham believed for many years
that Ishmael was the son of promise, but
God informed him that the Sovereign
Lord of history had other plans. It was
always God's plan for the son of promise
to come from Abraham and Sarah. The
use of Hagar as a surrogate was of their
devising, not God's.

What animportant lesson. How many
times do we proceed with our own ideas
of God's will, while in reality He has
totally different plans? Abraham and
Sarah tried to fulfill God's promise by
human means on a human timetable.
What happened next shaped the history
of many generations.

Ishmael’s fate

God promised a son to Abraham
through his wife Sarah, but what about
| shmael ? Abraham asked God if |shmael
could be the son of promise. God's
answer isrecorded in Genesis 17:19-20.
“Then God said: ‘No, Sarah your wife
shall bear youason, and you shal call his
name | saac; | will establish My covenant
with him for an everlasting covenant, and
with his descendants after him. And as
for Ishmad, | have heard you. Behold, |
have blessed him, and will make him
fruitful, and will multiply him exceed-

ingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and
| will make him agreat nation.””

As God promised, Sarah became
pregnant and give birth to I saac. The hurt
and anger of theteenage | shmael towards
this half brother Isaac led Abraham to
send him and his mother Hagar into the
wilderness. The young man, told since
childhood that hewasthe son of promise,
found himself an outcast from hisfather.
Thisset the stagefor generations of strife
between him and Abraham’s other son,
Isaac. Ishmael went on to become the
father of many Arab nations.

A new generation of strife

The biblical story doesn’t end with
Ishmael and Isaac. One generation later
there was competition between the sons
of Isaac, Jacob and Esau. Genesisrecords

How many times do we
proceed with our own
ideas of God'’s will, while
in reality He has totally
different plans?

how the eldest, Esau, sold his birthright
to histwin Jacob.

In Genesis 27 wefind the oft-told sto-
ry of how, when Isaac was old and blind,
he was tricked by Jacob into giving him
the birthright blessing. It would be
through Jacob's lineage that God would
fulfill His covenant with Abraham. God
assured Jacob that this was His will, but
Esau’'s hatred for what he perceived as a
theft of his birthright drove him to plot
Jacob’s murder. Jacob fled for his life,
living estranged from his family for
many years.

The descendants of Jacob would
become known as the Israglites. Esau
becamethefather of the peoplethe Bible
callsthe Edomitesor Idumeans. Therela
tionship between these two peoples has
at times been peaceful and at other times
bordered on genocide.

The Arabs and Islam

By A.D. 610 the Arab peoples of the
Middle East were divided into numerous

tribes. All the tribes were stegped in the
various pagan practices of the Middle
East. It wasinthat year, during the month
of Ramadan, that Muhammad received
thefirstin aseries of what he proclaimed
were divine revelations. These revela-
tions eventually became the basis of the
Muslim holy book—the Koran.

TheKoran containsalternative stories
of such biblical notables as Noah,
Abraham, Ishmael, |saac, Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, Job, Jonah, Saul, David,
Solomon, Mary and Jesus. Muhammad
claimed that Islam was a return to the
religion of Abraham while Judaism and
Christianity were corruptions of thistrue
religion. In Islam’s interpretation of
God's plan, Ishmael takes on the role of
the son of promise.

The Koran presents radical differ-
ences from the Bible concerning God's
interaction with mankind. These differ-
ences are most apparent in the Koran's
explanation of the nature of Jesus Christ.
Chrigtians believe that Jesus is the only
begotten Son of God, the Messiah fore-
told in the Hebrew Scriptures, who
would come to save humanity. While
somein Judaism may accept thefirst cen-
tury Jesus of Nazareth as a special rabbi,
and Muslims accept Him as a great
prophet, Christians ascribe to Jesus the
remarkable status of divinity in aperson-
al relationship with the Father. To many
devout Mudlims, thisis polytheism.

Where Jews believe that Palestine
was promised to them through God's
covenant with Abraham and Isaac, and
Muslimsbelievethat Allah promisedit to
them through Abraham and Ishmael,
European Christians of the Middle Ages
believed that Palestine belonged to them
because of God's fulfillment of His
promise to Abraham in the person of
Jesus. They claimed that God's promise
to blessall nationsthrough Abraham was
a prophecy about Jesus.

In 1095 Christian Europe organized
an army for acrusadeto wrest Jerusalem
from Turkish Mudlims. After terrible
fighting, Jerusalem fell to the Crusaders
in 1099. The Musdlims continued to bat-
tle for Palestine and a second crusade
was launched in 1147. Finally, in 1291
the Muslims drove the Europeans from
the region. Further crusades failed to
recapture the city.

One of the saddest incidentsin histo-
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ry took place with the Children's
Crusade. Thousands of children from
France and Germany began the difficult
journey from Europe to Palestine to take
Jerusalem. Many died from disease and
starvation; the rest were captured and
sold as Slaves.

The areaaround Jerusalem remained
in Muslim hands until the fall of the
Ottoman Empire at the end of World War
| when it came under British jurisdiction.
In 1948 the United Nations founded the
modern state of Israel and hundreds of
thousands of refugeesfrom the Nazi con-
centration campsfled to their new home.
Many Arabsfelt betrayed by Europe and
the United States. The last haf of the
20th century experienced rocky relations
between the Arab world and the West.

The Middle East in prophecy

During the Jewish Babylonian cap-
tivity of the sixth century B.C., God
revealed a historical outline of prophecy
to a prophet named Daniel. In Daniel 2
the prophet records a vision concerning
four great empires that would interact
with the land of Palestine: the
Babylonian, Persian, Greco-Macedonian
and Roman. Later, God shows Daniel
detail s concerning these empires.

Thefirst 14 verses of Daniel 8 chron-
icle Danidl’s vision of aram and a goat.
Daniel writes of a two-horned ram
attacked by a male goat, arriving from
the west, with alarge horn between his
eyes.

There have been numerous attempts
to explain these passages. An important
ruleof Biblestudy istolet the Bibleinter-
pret itself. In this same chapter an angel
appearsto Daniel and tellshim the mean-
ing of the vision. Daniel writes what the
angel saysin verses 19-22: “Look, | am
making known to you what shall happen
inthelatter time of the indignation; for at
the appointed time the end shall be. The
ram which you saw, having the two
horns—they are the kings of Media and
Persia. And the male goat isthe kingdom
of Greece. Thelarge horn that is between
itseyesisthefirst king. Asfor the broken
horn and the four that stood up in its
place, four kingdoms shall arise out of
that nation, but not with its power.”

This incredible prophetic passage
concerns events that occurred in the cen-
turies immediately after the time of
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Daniel. The Babylonian Empire of
Danidl’'s day was overthrown by the
Medo-Persian Empire. Centuries after
Danidl received this vision, the Greeks,
under Alexander the Great, would invade
and conquer Persia. The “large horn” of
the male goat is this “first king” of the
Grecian Empire. At the height of his
power Alexander suddenly died and his
empirewasdivided among four generals,
fulfilling the prophecies of Daniel 8.

But there’'s more, as we see in the
very long prophecy of Daniel 11. By this
time Babylon has been conquered by the
Persiansand Daniel now servesunder the
Medo-Persian king Darius. Danidl is
once again visited by an angel from God
who explains future events.

Notice Daniel 11:2-4: “And now |
will tell you thetruth: Behold, threemore
kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth
shall be far richer than them all; by his
strength, through his riches, he shall stir
up al against the realm of Greece. Then
amighty king shall arise, who shall rule
with great dominion, and do according to
his will. And when he has arisen, his
kingdom shall be broken up and divided
toward the four winds of heaven, but not
among his posterity nor according to his
dominion with which he ruled; for his
kingdom shall be uprooted, even for oth-
ers besides these”

After Daniel’s time there would be
numerous Persian kings, but these three
would be prominent in the history of the
empire. A fourth king would undertake a
war with Greece. The Persian Empire
would prosper, but it would eventually
fall to a Grecian monarch whose king-
dom would be divided into four parts.

It is important to understand that
most biblical prophecy isin relationship
to Jerusalem. Daniel 11:5-39 records
prophecies concerning the “king of the
South” and “king of the North.” History
shows that these prophecies were ful-
filled in the generations of two Greek
families, the Ptolemies (who ruled from
Egypt as the kings of the South) and the
Seleucids (who ruled from Syria as the
kings of the North). These two families
marched across Palestine in numerous
warsfor control of the Middle East until
the Maccabeans|ed the Jewsto indepen-
dencein the 160s B.C.

This brings us to an important part of
the prophecy in Danid 11:40-45: “At the

time of the end the king of the South shall
attack him; and theking of the North shall
come against him like awhirlwind, with
chariots, horsemen, and with many ships;
and he shall enter the countries, over-
whelm them, and pass through. He shall
also enter the Glorious Land, and many
countries shall be overthrown; but these
shall escape from hishand: Edom, M oab,
and the prominent people of Ammon.

“He shdll stretch out his hand against
the countries, and theland of Egypt shall
not escape. He shall have power over the
treasures of gold and silver, and over al
the precious things of Egypt; aso the
Libyansand Ethiopiansshal follow at his
heels. But news from the east and the
north shall trouble him; therefore he shall
go out with great fury to destroy and anni-
hilate many. And he shall plant the tents
of his palace between the seas and the
gloriousholy mountain; yet heshall come
to hisend, and no one will help him.”

When doesthisinvasion of Egypt and
much of the Arab world, the king of the
South, and the “Glorious Land” of |srael
by the king of the North take place? In
Revelation 11:1-2 the apostle John is
inspired to write that at the time just
before the return of the Messiah the
“holy city,” Jerusalem, will be occupied
by outside forces for 42 months or three
and ahalf years.

Attheend of that threeand ahdlf years,
the stage is set for the greatest battle in
human history asarmies of the prophesied
“beast” power and hordes from the East
gather in the Valley of Megiddo.

Watch!

Some Islamic leaders claim that a
descendant of Muhammad will come
and unite the Muslim world in prepara-
tionfor God'sfina judgment. Jewswait
for the coming of the Messiah to restore
their birthright. Many Christians await
the return of Jesus as the Christ to rule
from Jerusalem. Theirony is that many
Muslims, Jews and Christians won't
recognize the Messiah when He does
come to establish God's Kingdom.

Watch events in the Middle East,
for this is the focal point of biblical
prophecy. «

Thisarticleisbased onascript froma
Good Newsradio broadcast. For alisting
of gtationsand timesor to download radio
programs, go to www.ucg.org/radio.



In Brief...
World News Review

Brushfires Ravage Southeastern
Audralia

“T here are many broken-hearted people here” wrote an
Audtrdiian citizen to a member of our World News and
Prophecy staff about the nightmarish brush firesravishing the
New SouthWalesstateinAugtralia. Aswegoto press, thefires
are well into their third week and congtitute the greatest dis-
aster of this type that Austraia has seen, according to New
South Wales Emergency Services Minister Bob Debus.

After 15 days of burning, the fires have destroyed more
than 170 homesand amillion hectaresor 1.235 million acres.
Thankfully, there hasn't yet been any loss of human life,
athough some firefighters have been injured.

Thedestruction isdevastating enoughinitsdlf, but adding
to the grief isthefact that many of the fires have been started
by arsonists. Asof Jan. 6, 2002, 26 people have been arrested
and charged with arson. The public anger is justifiably great,
and thereistak of creating apublic register of arsonists sim-
ilar to that for pedophiles. Additionaly, a new law requires
convicted arsoniststo be confronted by thevictimsof thefires
they set and to help regenerate burned out land.

More than hdf of the beautiful Roya Nationa Park has
been destroyed inthefires, killing countlessanima sandinjur-
ing hundredsthat survived. On the positive side, severd types
of plant life have already begun to put forth new shootsinthe
park. Included are the phenomena banksias, an evergreen
shrub or plant whose seeds actualy open only in the intense
heat of such afire. The encouraging early growth in the park
showsthe marvel ous capacity for survival that God designed,
evenin the face of disaster.

Approximately 10,000 volunteer firefighters have battled
nearly 100 separate fires and are near exhaustion. Many of
them were on year-end vacation time when the crisis struck,
but the fires may burn for weeks to come. Authorities are
appedling to employers of the volunteersto be patient.

The 100 firesconstituted afront of 1,250 milesaround the
city of Sydney. Early damage estimates run into the tens of
millionsof dollars, but that does not includeinsuranceclaims.
When all of the costs are tdlied, claims from the brush fires
are expected to add severd hillion dollarsto an aready mas-
sive $100 hillion insurance crisis that threstens to rock the
Augtrdian economy.

Perhapsthe greatest grief iscaused by the fact that alarge
number of the people arrested for arson are youths, ranging in
age from 9 to 16! Further, these arsonists have continued to
set new fires while firefighters combated those that were
aready burning. “Why would people want to do thisto other

people?’ cried the young daughter of one of the volunteer fire-
fighters when she saw a televised news report about the
destruction. That's a question to which many people would
like an answer. Are these young arsonists so detached from a
sense of right and wrong that they do not redlize the horrible
crimethey have committed? Arethey so inured to the pain of
othersthat they do not care what hurt they have caused?

It's chilling to contemplate what has gone wrong in the
homes and the society from which these young people have
come. God long ago prophesied that “in the last days per-
iloustimeswill come: For menwill belovers of themselves
[selfish]...boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, sanderers,
without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, head-
strong, haughty” (2 Timothy 3:1-4). These gruesome quali-
ties describe the kind of character that would inflict such
wanton evil.

Sources: News.com.au, The Sunday Herald Sun, BBC,
The Sunday Telegraph, The Australian, Reuters.

Saudi Crown Prince Cautions
|damic Leaders

Crown Prince Abdullah recently warned senior Saudi
Idamic leaders to be careful and avoid provocetive remarks
in their religious speeches. Prince Abdullah cautioned them
to“not beemotiond or provoked by others,” theofficial Saudi
daily Arab News reported. Abdullah exhorted the religious
liteto “weigh each word before saying it” Theroyd family
isclosing ranks asiit faces trouble on severd fronts, but they
are cautious to avoid dienating Saudi Arabia sreligious ite
and increasing opposition to Crown Prince Abdullah’sreign.
Abdullah became Saudi Arabia's de facto ruler after King
Fahd had astrokein 1995.

Theroya family hasat least momentarily laid asideinter-
na conflict in theface of trouble on variousfrontswith grow-
ing Idamic extremismand Saudi-U.S. relationsstrained. Still,
Abdullah’s strategy may alienate one of hiskey bases of sup-
port and undercut hispoalitical cloutinthelongrun. Thisisthe
first timean effort to reinin the mainstream religious elite has
been made as growing concernsover political dissent surface.
Thewarning servesto makeit clear that fueling opposition to
the regime will not be dlowed.

Asardigiousmonarchy, Saudi Arabia sgovernment tries
to balance the stat€'s cooperation with the secular West with
itsgtrict religious society. Complicating the secular versusreli-
giousdilemmaisacomplex web of tribd affiliationsand loy-
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dties. Origindly dividedintowarring tribes, Saudi Arabiawas
united in 1932 by Abdul Aziz d Saud, father of King Fahd,
who is officialy the current ruler, aswell as Prince Abdullah
and Prince Sultan. Abdullah, known for his persona piety,
relieson support from the country’sreligious dite asleverage
in countering hisrivals—thefaction of theroyal family led by
King Fahd and Prince Sultan.

Abdullah hoped to reduce what was perceived as
Washington's inordinate influence over Saudi foreign and
domedtic policy, a perception stemming partly from the bas-
ing of several thousand U.S. soldiers on Saudi soil.

The U.S. war in Afghanistan has revived the debate over
Riyadh's close cooperation with Washington. Immediately
before the launching of air strikes, severa Saudi clerics con-
demned the anticipated U.S. actions and criticized the royal
family for working with the United States.

In his speech Nov. 14, Abdullah said, “We are now pass-
ing through critical days, and our duty requires that we be
mindful,” the Associated Press reported. For the usually cau-
tious Saudi leadership, the recent statements are a glaring
admission of troubled times.

Abdullah’s effort to moderate the situation could backfire
and have devastating consequencesfor hislegitimacy among
his own supporters, especialy the country’smore religiously
hard-linefactions. Once he westhersthe current situation, the
crown prince may find his politica clout eroded and hisposi-
tion asthe country’s heir apparent in jeopardy.

Sources. Stratfor, WorldNetDaily, AP,

Algeria’'sWoes

While the rest of the world wasn't watching, well over
600 Algerians are known to have died in recent floods, and
thousands of othershavelost their homes. Inthe capital done,
more than 500 bodies were pulled from the mass of mud, col-
lapsed buildings and mangled motor cars |eft by the storm.
Officidssaid it wasafresk of nature that sent awall of water
rolling down the steep, narrow sireets of the dum district of
Bab a-Oued. The torrentid rainfall was indeed the heaviest
recorded in 20 years after two years of drought.

Yet the residents of Algiers have reason to complain. The
police failed to stop cars approaching danger zones despite
signsof rising water. Hundreds of stranded motorists and bus
passengers were flushed into chutes that carried some for
miles, dl theway to the sea. Storm drainsin the valeysof the
capital were known to have been intentionally blocked up in
1997 to prevent Idamic extremists (then engaged in a gory
bombing campaign) from using them as hideouts. Residents
also complained that the government’srescue effortswere so
scarce that they had to dig out victims bare-handed.

Not surprisingly, scatered riots broke out two days after
theflooding, with angry crowds marching on the center of the
city. But the anger goes beyond those directly affected by the
floods, because many are very hitter against the government
over past actions. In 1992 thearmy stopped an election which
would have brought about amoderate | damic government. An

estimated 150,000 have been killed, most of them civilians.

The past year, however, has seen embarrassingly credible
revelations of army involvement in past massacres. It hasaso
seen asurgein popular unrest. Around 100 people have been
killed in spontaneous rioting across the country, often in
protests against police brutality.

Ironically, thisdisintegration of central control comesat a
time when the country’s economic prospects are a last
improving. Private investment, particularly in oil and gas but
asointelecoms, transport and, soon, in power distribution, is
beginning to reshape the economy.

In Search of the Next Pope

T he maneuvering for the next pope isin full but silent
swing during what Pope John Paul 11, now 81, cdlsthe“twi-
light years’ of his papacy.

The Polish pope'selection over 23 yearsago brokewith a
tredition of Itdiansfor nearly 500 years, and opened the way
for asurprise pope from the Third World. The chances of that
have improved since John Paul eevated 44 new membersto
theCoallegeof Cardinas, fromwhich afuture non-Italian pope
could be ected. Though Italian cardinds are till the largest
contingent, no cardinal has sufficient support. Latin
Americans are the largest geographic bloc after the
Europeans, and they minister to about 500 million Cathalics.
The churchisexpanding fast in Africaand Asia.

Themost closdy watched cardinasare six from different
countries and cultures, who share certain attributes. All are
multilingual men of the world, al hold high-profile posts at
home or &t the Vatican, and al are of the Third World.

Oneexampleisthe primate of Mexico, Cardinal Norbero
RiveraCarrera. Heisathletic, 59, of Tepehuene Indian ances-
try and livesin hisnative state of Durango. He gained arepu-
tation asadtrict conservative at atime of libera theology and
doctrine. He has spoken out against Mexico's elite for cor-
ruption and failure to help the nation’s poor. He could be the
next to St in the seat now occupied by John Paul 11.

Another is Nigerian Cardind FrancisArinze, 68, bornin
eastern Eziowelle. His older brother recountsthat asayouth,
he excdlled academically and entered the seminary at 15.

Arinze gained notoriety during the Biafran civil war inthe
late 1960s and early 1970swhen he wasforced, overnight, to
transform missionary schoolsunder hischargeinto campsfor
starving refugees. He has aso served for two decades at the
Vatican asakey figurein arranging interfaith dialogue among
Catholics, Mudims and Hindus.

Among the others being watched are cardinas from
Vietnam, Colombia, Honduras and Cuba.

John Paul’s papacy saw thefdl of the BerlinWall, thefall
of the Soviet Union and therise of terrorismin theworld. The
next pope will likely be thrust into a world with equally
diverse problems.

Source: AP,

Contributors: John Fogter, Cecil E. Mararwville, Ken
Martin and Jim Tuck
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“TEA BAG,” (Continued from page 16)

beeninthe newsfor over amonth. And theremainder of theNew
York skylineisgtill standing. So let’'smoveon. Right? Let’s con-
Sder thetimeswelivein.

The emerging world superpower of Chinais gtill emerging.
The European Union, now anchored by the common currency of
the euro, is dowly and steadily forming into a singular super-
power, which increasingly is expressing its own agenda. India
and Pakistan “ saber rattle” with nuclear wegpons close at hand
before a skittish world. Isragl and the Paestinians continue to
stumble over thefate of the Holy Land. The whereabouts of cer-
tain elementsof theformer Soviet Union’snuclear materialselic-
its concern—are they in terrorists hands? Americas titillation
with humanism continuesin adownward spiral aswe masquer-
ade violence and pornography as entertainment.

Not only that, but what about the persona front pagesin our
lives, thoselarge persona heedlinesthat will dominateyour fam-
ily'slifethisyear? The unexpected desth of aloved one, thehouse
that goes up in smoke, the job that no longer exists, the vehicle
that gets totaed, the business dedl that goes sour and the stocks
that “go south.” All the good things of life can collapse in min-
utes, if not seconds—our own persona World Trade Center tow-
ersknocked over in atime and manner not of our choosing.

| know of no onewho deliberately setshisor her alarm clock
for misfortune to strike; it arrives on its own schedule. Yes, it's
going to be increasingly important to learn the inner qudity of
being calmer than the guy or gal next to you. How do wego about
digging ourselves out of trid in acam and deliberate manner?

“l am leaving you a gift”

Two thousand yearsago, the gpostle Paul addressed thispoint
in Philippians 4:6-7. He encouraged Christians, then and now,
“Beanxiousfor nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God.” He goes on to encourage us with the results that will fol-
low by stating, “ and the peace of God, which surpassesal under-
standing, will guard your heartsand mindsthrough Christ Jesus”

Thekind of peacethat Paul isdescribing cannot be purchased
or obtained simply by knowing some “witty piece of advice”
We discover that it isan incredible gift that is meant to guide us
past any momentary setback that might affect our livesthis com-
ing year. The gpostle John puts it thisway in John 14:27: “1 am
leaving you with agift—peace of mind and heart! And the peace
| giveisn'tfragilelikethe peacetheworld gives. Sodon't betrou-
bled or afraid” (The Living Bible). The Life Application Bible
further definesthisgift: “ Peaceisresting in God's sovereignty....
Unlikeworldly peace, whichisdefined asthe absence of conflict,
this peaceis confident assurance in any circumstance....”

Itisapeacethat is centered on the redlity that bad things can
happen to good people just likein New York, Pennsylvaniaand
Washington D.C. on Sept. 11. It isa peace that is based on the
redlization that 2,000 yearsago aperfect Manwasterrorized over
onelong night by otherswho invaded the territory of Hislife. It
was a nightmare sequence of eventsthat was al too redl—for it
wastrue. His crime—living perfectly!

How? By walking among the poor, feeding the hungry, heal-
ingthesick, saving haplessvictimsof wrong spiritua influences,
picking up babesin Hisarms and blessing them. He hel ped peo-

pledig out of their own rubble and offered them peace and calm.

But on that night of nights, Hisfollowers had the same heart-
sick feding asthe people of Americadid last September. Unlike
the brave firemen of New York in the Sept. 11 disaster, they ran
away from the fire rather than running towards the flame. How
could they ever dig themselves out from such conditions? The
ruinsof their own liveswere smoldering dayslater whenthemost
incredible message was given to them.

Unexpectedly, the greatest news headline in human history
and the greatest fulfillment of prophecy to that point had come
about when they smply heard these three words, “He is risen”
(Matthew 28:5-6). It changed their viewpoint of events, andit can
changeours. Consider these pointsin establishing an atmosphere
of calmwhen theworld seemsto be coming downall around you.

Theresurrection of Jesus Christ proclaimsthat the Kingdom
of God has broken into human history by design. Now humani-
ty is not headed for disaster but redemption. As Winston
Churchill long ago acknowledged, “There is a purpose being
worked out here below.”

Theresurrection of Jesus Christ offers us hope and amazing-
ly deep perspective, even in great tragedy, that no matter what
happens, no matter how heavy the stone, no matter how thick the
veil—they will be removed.

Thesame power that brought Jesus Christ back fromthe dead
isavailableto useveninour darkest hours, if we understand, sin-
cerely believe and ask God for it.

This semina event in human history gives the servants of
God, then and now, the authoritative witness to proclaim peace
within chaos, point to light within darkness and share quietin a
worldthatisscreaming. Thefact that “ Heisrisen” dlowsthe staff
of this publication to move beyond the darkness of today’s head-
linesand help shed light on the redlity that thisisnot aworld for-
saken by God, but rather a world to which Jesus Chrigt is
returning as Ruler, Lord and Master.

Like a clock in a thunderstorm

What's coming next as far as terrorism, assassinations,
geopolitical turmoil and acts of nature or personal tragedies?
| don’t know and neither do you. But God says He has given
usagift—apeace of mind that comes by recognizing that our
dead-ends as mortals are simply the beginning of God’'s
greatest miracles. But gifts have to be opened up. They must
be untied and put to use even under incredibly difficult cir-
cumstances. Over 100 years ago, Robert L ouis Stevenson put
to pen this amazing thought, “Quiet minds cannot be per-
plexed or frightened, but go on in fortune or misfortune at
their own private pace like a clock during a thunderstorm.”

Such a proverbial thunderstorm poured down on New
York City on Sept. 11, but one man took the storm and trans-
formed it from disaster to resurgence, not only for himself,
but aso for his city. In his discussion with Tim Russert we
hear the echo of Isaiah 30:21:; “Thisisthe way, wak you in
it” It is an echo that reverberates with the wisdom of one
man'’s father, “Be alittle calmer than the next guy.” Mayor
Rudy found out what wasin histeabag early on a September
morning. The question remains, “How strong is your tea
bag?’ You're about to find out. And when you do, follow this
advice, “Keep camer than the person next to you.” «
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' This s the Way

by Robin Webber

How Strong Is Your Tea Bag?

t'sbeen said, “ You never know how strong ateabag is until
I you put it in hot water” On Sept. 11, 2001, America came

to that boiling point. The United States was catastrophical-
ly struck inaseriesof surpriseattacksby foreigninvaders. Wall
Street, the Pentagon and airspace over Pennsylvania became
battlegrounds. Moments after those attacks occurred, before
the smoke began to clear, the natural questionsarose: What do
we do now? How do we go about doing what must be done?

One man who stepped up to the plate and delivered the
needed answers was New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani.
Often at the center of controversy due to his persond life or
his political agenda, Giuliani nonetheless crested an entirely
new impression overnight upon hisfellow Americansand peo-
ple around the world.

Suddenly, thisman who had seemed arrogant, strident and
aloof was everywhere throughout lower Manhattan offering
comfort and encouragement to his fellow New Yorkers. With
President Bush being kept out of possible harm’sway on Air
Force Oneg, it was Giuliani who set thefirst tonesof resurgence
as he moved through the rubble of lower Manhattan with a
New York fire department cap on his head. It was his voice of
reassurance and comfort that first alowed usto know that New
Yorkers could dig themselves out of what had befalen them.
What inner strength alowed this man to carry on in aworld
seemingly gone mad?

Keeping calmer than everyone else

A part of the answer emerged in an interview on Dec. 16
with Tim Russert, the moderator of NBC's Meet the Press.
Russert et the stage for the answer to come by describing a
mayor who had reported to work very early on that fateful day.
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Asthesuicide pilotsguided the jetsinto the twin towers of the
World Trade Center, the mayor and a part of his office staff
immediately responded to the emergency. They came so
quickly that they were momentarily trapped in the city’s com-
mand bunker as debrisfell from the second terrorist attack.

What alowed himto emergein awar zoneasthemanwho
regalvanized New Yorkers and a nation? How was he able to
carry onwith such cool dispatch asthetwo tallest buildingsin
the city collapsed, thousands of New Yorkers died and hun-
dreds of firefighters and police personnel vanished?

Giuliani’s answer was smple and yet profound. He told
Russert that he drew upon advice his father, Harold, had giv-
en him asaboy. Hewastold smply that in tough times, when
everyone else might panic, it isimportant to keep just alittle
bit calmer than everyone el se around you.

What a day to bring that lesson home. As people were
jumping out of windows, buildings were crashing down
around him and 300 of his own city’s protective service per-
sonnel werelosing their lives, the mayor took one smpleles-
son from his dad and turned the day around, not only for him,
but alsofor many others. “Mayor Rudy” wasbehindthemicro-
phone answering every question with patience, thoroughness
and a cam demeanor that alowed many to begin to make
sense of the senseless.

But wait aminute! Everything's getting better, isn’t it?
Seemingly America has come together, the terrorist Osama
bin Laden iseither on the run or dead and the nations of the
world step back in awe at America's military technology.
Can't we just go back to how things were?

Yes, for the moment Afghanistan is quiet. Anthrax has not

(See “ TEA BAG,” page 15)



