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Praying More
Than Ever, “Thy
Kingdom Come”

In this Nov. 22 letter E-mailed to United Church of God elders,
Roy Holladay, president of the United Church of God, discussed
many issues that we feel would benefit our subscribers.

by Roy Holladay

world, and especialy the United

States, received the rude awakening
that we now simply call “9/11." While
there were political, military and eco-
nomic tensions before the events of that
day, the collapse of the World Trade
Center towers and the attack on the
Pentagon provoked anew level of unrest,
changing passive confrontation between
Western nations and supporters of ter-
rorism into active conflict.

Aswewatch world affairs (Matthew
16:1-3) and maintain asober vigilance of
our spiritua condition (Mark 13:32-37;
Luke 12:35-40), it is important that we
realize the impact of such events and
what they could mean for the future, in
light of biblical prophecy.

The pricefor thetragedy of Sept. 11,
2001, hasbeen high—and it continuesto
rise. Here are some of the costs of this
one event:

» Theestimated lossesfor New York
City in 2002 will be $1.6 hillion.

 The estimated losses for the state
of New York in 2002 will also be $1.6
billion.

o Combined estimated lossesfor the
city and state in 2003 will be approxi-
mately $5.8 billion.

« Airlines have absorbed hillions of
dollars in losses during the past 14
months.

* A newly released report estimates
that the cost to the U.S. national econo-

I t has been more than a year since the

my of these terrorist attacks will reach
$639.3 billion, with alossof twomillion

The price for the tragedy of
Sept. 11, 2001, has been
high—and it continues to rise.

jobs. Financial damage will be at |east
twicethat of Hurricane Andrew in 1992,
the previous most costly U.S. disaster.
All of this from the precisely target-
ed terrorist attacks of 9/11! What would
be the results if several more coordinat-
(See “ PRAYING,” page 3)

Reuters/Peter Morgan



. World News
: & Prophecy

December 2002 Vol. 5, No. 10

World News and Prophecy is published monthly by the United
Church of God, an International Association, publisher of The
Good News magazine, 555 Technecenter Drive, Milford, OH
45150. © 2002 United Church of God, an International
Association. Printedinthe U.S.A. All rightsreserved. Reproduction
in any form without written permission is prohibited.

The mission of World News and Prophecy (WNP) is to provide
our membership and interested personswith commentary and analy-
sis of selected world news topicsin the light of Bible prophecy. Its
purposeisto help readers discern the times and increase their aware-
ness and understanding of the answers Christ gave to His disciples
questions: “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will bethe
sign of Your coming, and of the end of theage?’ (Matthew 24:3).

Editor: Don Ward
Managing editor: Darris McNeely
Senior editor: Melvin Rhodes
Contributing editor: John Ross Schroeder
Copy editors: Becky Bennett, Doug Johnson, Cecil E. Maranville
Layout/design: Mike Bennett, Peter W. Eddington

Scriptural references are from the New King James Version (©
1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers) unless otherwise noted.

Subscriptions: World News and Prophecy is sent free to the
members of the United Church of God, and al who request it.
Thereis no subscription price. To request a subscription, write
toWorld News and Prophecy, PO. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH
45254-1027, telephone (513) 576-9796 or download it from our
Web site at http://www.ucg.org

Addresschanges: POSTMASTER—Send addresschangesto\World
News and Prophecy, PO. Box 541027, Cincinneti, OH 45254-1027.

International addresses:

AFRICA (except as listed below): United Church of God, PO. Box
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.SA. E-mail: info@ucg.org
AUSTRALIA: United Church of God-Australia, GPO Box 535,
Brishane, Qld. 4001, Austrdia Phone: 0755 202-111 Fax: 0755 202-122
BAHAMAS: United Church of God, PO. Box N8873, Nassau,
Bahamas. Phone: (242) 324-3169 Fax: (242) 364-5566

BRITISH ISLES: PO. Box 705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ
England. Phone: 020-8386-8467 Fax: 01257-453978

CANADA: United Church of God—Canada, PO. Box 144, Station
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966,
(800) 338-7779 Fax: (905) 876-0569 E-mail: info@ucg.ca

FI31: United Church of God, PO. Box 10-577, Nadi, Fiji. Phone: 723-678
FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Eglise de Dieu Unie-France, 127
rueAmelot, 75011 Peris, France

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195
Bonn, Germany. Phone; 0228 - 9454636 Fax: 0228 - 9454637
E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: LaBuonaNoatizia, Chiesadi Dio Unita, Casella Postale
187, 24100 Bergamo, Italy. Phone: (+39) 035-58.21.40 Fax: (+39)
035-452.16.26 E-mail: redazione@labuonanctizia.org

MALAWI: United Church of God, PO. Box 23076, Kitwe, Zambia
E-mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: PO. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.

E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, PO. Box
93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, PO. Box 22, Auckland,
1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, PO. Box 81840, DCCPO,
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63-82) 241-0150
SCANDINAVIA: Guds Forenade Kyrka, Mailbox 144,

111 73 Stockholm, Sweden

SOUTHERN AFRICA: United Church of God, Southern Africa,
PO. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South Africa
Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694. E-mail: rsa@ucg.org
SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesiade Dios Unida, PO. Box
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. Phone: (513) 576-9796
TONGA: United Church of God-Tonga, PO. Box 127, Nuku' dofa, Tonga
ZAMBIA: United Church of God, PO. Box 23076, Kitwe, Zambia
E-mail: zambia@ucg.org

ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, PO. Box 3393,
Paulington, Mutare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 09 263 20 68102

E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:

The United Church of God's home page http:/Aww.ucg.or g gives
you access to The Good News, booklets and links to our internation-
a Web sites: www.ucg.ca (Canada), www.ucg.org.au (Austrdia),
www.labuonanatizia.org (Italy), www.goodnewsorguk (British Ides),
www.ucg.orgph (Philippines) and www.ucgr sa.org (SouthemAfrica).

Will One Good Man Stand Up?

swe build toward what seemsaninevitablewar with Iraqg, thereis one thought
Awhich still bothers me. Must the innocent die with the guilty? Saddam

Hussein'smdiciousreign of terror has been well documented. He has gassed
his own peopleto stay in power. Tens of thousands died during hisill-fated war with
Iran. Thisbruta dictator has even killed members of hisfamily to maintain power.

But what about the many Iragis who suffered and continue to suffer under this
tyrant? Indications are that the majority of people aren't like Saddam and his hench-
men, but are powerlessto do anything. It iscertain that any level of war to comewill
kill and wound many thousands of innocents who would rather live their lives pro-
ductively, in peace. Are there not 10 good Iragis who will stand up and reveal what
theWest is searching for, the weapons of mass destruction? How about one person?

A recent column by New York Times correspondent Thomas Friedman spec-
ulates that it would take only a small number of well-informed Iragis to reveal
locations of weapons targeted by the United Nations weapons inspectors cur-
rently in the country. With that knowledge, Friedman speculates, a less expen-
sive and less bloody solution could be achieved in Iraq.

The column cited Middle East expert Stephen P. Cohen, who said, “ In the past
year we've seen Arab extremists risking their livesto attack others—isthere one
Arab democrat willing to risk hislife to save his own country?”’

It's like when God told Abraham He would not destroy Sodom if He could
find just 10 good men there. “Are there 10 Iraqgi refuseniks who dare to say,
‘Enough is enough,’” and will whisper to [Hans] Blix the truth? | s there one?’

When Abraham learned God was to destroy Sodom, he openly questioned
God about the seeming injustice of the action. “Far be it from You to do such a
thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked . . . Shall not the Judge of al
the earth do right?’ (Genesis 18:25). In the case of Sodom, not even 10 right-
eous men could be found to spare the city. In the end, God destroyed it by fire.

God'sjugtice has been questioned many times since Sodom. Does God stand idly
by while the innocent are ground into the dust by the wicked? Where isjustice in
Irag? God is arighteous judge. For the sake of even one righteous person, He will
make every effort to show mercy and pardon. At another time in another place,
another man, Noah, stood out asrighteousin themidst of universal unrighteousness.
In the days of Noah, when the earth wasfilled with wickedness, the Bible says that
Noah “found grace in the eyes of the LorD” (Genesis 6:8). Eight people, all mem-
bers of Noah's family, survived this cataclysm. Sometimes all it takesis one.

Christ showed that at yet another time and place—this onein the future—He will
spare mankind again for the sake of afew righteous. “And unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be short-
ened” (Matthew 24:22). The dect are the people of God, who are caled, chosen and
faithful to thetruth. For their sakes, He says He will not annihilate humanity.

Perhaps afew good people could avert thelooming crisisin Irag. We pray to God
that would happen. Regardless of whether an Iragi war occurs, lasting peace will not
exist until Christ intervenes to restore universa justice among the nations. Then we
will seethe blessing of the work of one good Man upon the entire world.

—Darris McNeely

Read World News and Prophecy as soon as it is completed. The next issue is
scheduled to be available by Jan. 15 on the Internet at:

http://www.ucg.org/wnp/

2 World News and Prophecy



“PRAYING,” (Continued from page 1)
ed attacks occurred at key military and
financia locations?

The Bible warns us that times will
certainly become worse before we see a
turnaround with the return of Christ.
Jesusstated in Matthew 24:6-8, “ You will
hear of warsand rumors of wars. Seethat
you are not troubled; for all these things
must cometo pass, but the end isnot yet.
For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And there will
be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes
in various places. All these are the begin-
ning of sorrows.” Paul wrote Timothy that
“perilous’ or stressful timeswould come
(2 Timothy 3:1).

The sniper attacksin the Washington,
D.C., area dso had their negative effects
in creating an environment of fear and
panic in that area. Again, what would
happen if there were coordinated sniper
attacks in many big cities, airports,
schools and public buildings? Air traffic
would shut down. Schools would close.
People would be afraid to go about their
daily business. The possible economic
effects would be staggering.

Daniel foretold a time of trouble
“such as never was since there was a
nation” (Daniel 12:1). In Jeremiah 30:4-
7 we read of Jacob’s trouble, that there
will never be atime like it. Modern-day
| srael—primarily the United States and
Britain but also all the descendants of the
scattered tribes—are heading to atime of
increasing calamity. Perhapsintheevents
of recent months we are beginning to get
a clearer picture of how that might take
place. We may be seeing the beginning of
Jacob'strouble.

Leviticus 26 remains an important
chapter of the Bible to consider as we
observe world events. In this chapter,
God lists the blessings that Israel would
receive for obeying Him—and the curses
if it did not. The blessings are generous,
and we in the United States and other
Western countries have been the recipi-
ents of the promises to Abraham.

Verses 3-4, 6 and 8 read as follows:
“If youwalk in My statutes and keep My
commandments, and perform them, then
| will giveyou raininits season, theland
shall yield its produce, and thetreesof the
field shall yield their fruit . .. | will give
peacein theland, and you shal liedown,
and nonewill makeyouafraid . . . Fiveof

Sniper search: Officers search car in which John Allen
Muhammad and John Lee Malvo were found Oct. 24, ending
weeks of fear and panic. What would happen if there were
more coordinated sniper attacks? (Reuters/Brendan McDermid)

you shall chase ahundred, and ahundred
of you shall put ten thousand to flight;
your enemies shal fal by the sword
before you.”

Prosperity comes when a nation fol-
lows God. We will reap what we have
sown.

In the United States, we recently cel-
ebrated the national holiday of
Thanksgiving. The early settlersrealized
that the bounty and blessings they were
able to enjoy were because of God's
hand. This observance is an annual
reminder that every good thing comes
from God. Of course, we as Christians
know we need to thank God on aregular
basis, remembering His mercy and gifts
to us. As our ways please Him, those
blessings will continue—individually
and nationally. An important part of us
remembering God is to thank Him for
what He has given us personally and col-
lectively asanation.

We dso have much to be grateful for
spiritualy. Certainly the promise of the
Kingdom gives usreassurance and acon-
fident outlook, despitethetroubling times
in which we live. The Kingdom of God
will eventualy replace al kings and
national governments (Daniel 2:31-45;
7:13-18, 22, 26-27) and wewill bedirect-

ly involved in that Kingdom! In the
meantime, we have the privilege (Mark
16:15-16) of bringing hope to others
that—despitethe current traumas—abet-
ter timeis coming, and will last for eter-
nity.

Continuing in Leviticus 26, we read
that curses follow disobedience. We read
thefollowing later in the chapter: “But if
you do not obey Me, and do not observe
all these commandments. . . | will even
appoint terror over you, wasting disease
and fever which shall consume the eyes
and cause sorrow of heart. And you shall
sow your seed in vain, for your enemies
shall eatit. | will set My faceagainst you,
and you shall be defeated by your ene-
mies. Those who hate you shall reign
over you, and you shall fleewhen no one
pursuesyou. . .

“1 will break the pride of your power;
| will make your heavens like iron and
your earth like bronze. And your strength
shall be spent invain; for your land shall
not yielditsproduce, nor shal thetrees of
the land yield their fruit” (Leviticus
26:14, 16-17, 19-20).

In areas of health, economics, weath-
er and military strength, people will suf-
fer if not obedient to God. As we have
seen with the events of Sept. 11, 2001, a
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catastrophe in one area can produce
domino effectsin other areas.

Let us consider for a moment the
phrase, “You shall flee when no one pur-
sues you.” We may have asked ourselves
in the past how this could happen—espe-
cidly in the United States with the
strongest military in the world. The ter-
rorist and sniper attacks in the past
months have given us a possible answer.
Even though no army was threatening
America's borders, people in America's
capital wereafraid to do their normal trav-
el for a period of time. Again—what
would happen with multiple attacks in
sensitive areas?

There are a couple of other aspects
that we as Christians need to be aware of
from such events. Oneis the fragility of
our society. For all of the economic might
of theWesternworld, itisalsofragile. Just
afew eventscould send our economy into
atailspin. It would not take much for the
world to experience a full-blown eco-
nomic and military crisis.

Another is how quickly major
changes can come. “For when they say,
‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden destruc-
tion comes upon them, as labor pains
upon a pregnant woman. And they shall
not escape’ (1 Thessalonians 5:3).
Literaly within minutes on Sept. 11, the
world became a different place. It
behooves us to always be watchful and
ready (verses4-8).

Other headlinesunderline thefact that
we are living in times of stress, and that
any number of events could trigger a
major crisis on the world scene. Some
recent ones are:

e “FBI Warns of Risk of a-Qaida
Attack.”

* “U.S. Braces for
Reprisas”

* “EuropeansWarn of Terror Attacks.”

e “Russia Says Nuclear Materia
Missing.

Another trend to be aware of in these
eventsis religious tension. Fanatical fer-
vor in the name of Ilam has been behind
most of the terrorist activity. These
include the events of Sept. 11, the later
attempt to blow up a U.S. airliner, the
shootings at the Los Angeles airport, the
hostage crisis in a Moscow theater, the
bombing of a French tanker and the
bombing of anightclub in Bali.

Obvioudly these were extremists, per-

Execution
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forming radical acts. However, conflicts
between Jews, Christians and Muslims
have along history that has been more or
less active in the 20th century. With the
Middle East, especidly Jerusalem, home
to some of the most sacred sites of al
three beliefs, we can expect to continue
to see dtrife and violence in the name of
religion.

In our lifetime, most religious armed
conflictinthe Middle East has not direct-
ly involved Christianity. Is that trend in
the process of changing? On Oct. 18,
2002, the Charisma News Service report-
ed that aleading Mudlim cleric from Iran
had called for the death of Jerry Falwell,
Franklin Graham and Pat Robertson.

The CatholicWorld Newsreported on
Nov. 11, 2002: “Vatican officials point
out, however, that there were credible
threats of an assassination against the
[pope] in 1995, when he visited the
Philippines for World Youth Day.
Officials acknowledge that U.S. intelli-
gence agents warned of an a-Qaida plan
directed by Osamahin Laden, prompting
tight security precautions.” How would
Europe, South Americaand other heavily
Catholic countriesreact if such an attempt
were ever successful?

Speaking of Europe, the terrorist
events of the last several months have
widened the philosophical gap between
America and its (for now) European
allies. Europe, especidly Germany, is
nervous about America'sdesireto remove
Saddam Hussein with force. In fact, in
recent German national elections,
Chancellor Schroder made it his election
platform that Germany would not support
aninvasion of Irag.

In the November 2002 World News
and Prophecy, Melvin Rhodes wrote an
insightful article titled “The Coming
Clash Between Europe and America”
Mr. Rhodes highlighted key factsin cur-
rent U.S.-European relations, including
Europe's distrust of America's foreign
policy, trade disputes and Europe's criti-
cism of America's environmental prac-
tices. Many Europeans chafe over the
military and economic might of the
United States, realizing that there is not
much they can do about it.

All of these are just initia indicators
of stress between these two powers. We
read in Revelation 17:12-14 about acom-
ing beast-power, and nations giving their

power to the beast. We don’t know when
that will occur initsfinal form, but clear-
ly, the foundation is taking shape.

What doesall of thismean for you and
me? The Scriptures give us direction as
we head into these unsettling times
(emphasis added throughout).

* Revelation 3:10-11: “Because you
have kept My command to persevere, |
also will keep you from the hour of tria
which shall come upon the whole world,
to test those who dwell on the earth.
Behold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast
what you have, that no one may take your
crown’’

* Luke 21:34-36: “But take heed to
yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed
down with carousing, drunkenness, and
caresof thislife, and that Day comeonyou
unexpectedly. For it will comeasasnareon
al those who dwell on the face of the
whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray
alwaysthat you may be counted worthy to
escape al these things that will come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man!’

o Matthew 24:32-33, 44, 46: “Now
learn this parable from the fig tree: When
itsbranch has already become tender and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer
is near. So you also, when you see all
these things, know that it is near, at the
doors! . .. Therefore you also be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect . . . Blessed isthat ser-
vant whom his master, when he comes,
will find so doing”

Above all, we need to be close to our
Heavenly Fether in prayer. Weneed to pray
that His Kingdom will come soon
(Métthew 6:10). We need to pray that we
will be able to do the work of the Church
in pesce, for aslong asHewills(1 Timothy
2:1-4). Weneedto pray for thestrengthand
persaverance to endure the times that are
coming upon this world. God has
promised us protection, and we will
recelvethat deliverance by remaining ded-
icated to Him and seeking first His
Kingdom.

The great news, of course, that we
always emphasize is that after these ter-
rible events, Jesus Christ will return to
rule the earth! That is the only real hope
for mankind, and that is our confidence
and joy aswe observe world events. May
God speed the day of Christ’'s coming
and the establishment of Hisgovernment
on earth. «



Bin Laden's Letter Offers Insight
Into Islamic Fundamentalism

Osama bin Laden’s “Letter to America” emphasizes the role religion plays in the growing conflict
between Islam and Western secularism.

discussion on Nationa Public Radio’s

(NPR) Diane Rehm Show (Nov. 26, 2002)

included a remarkable comment that the
conflictsintheMiddle East had nothingto dowith
religion. The speaker went on to say that not even
Osama bin Laden has brought religionintoit.

Perhaps he should have read the full text of
Osama bin Laden’s “Letter to America’ before
contributing to the program. The full text in
English, trandated fromtheoriginal Arabic, could
have been downloaded from The London
Observer newspaper’'s Web site two days earlier,
Sunday, Nov. 24.

Why this has not beenread out infull on U.S.
television or radio stations is a mystery, asit is
likely to impact Americans more than any other
news item of the year. Ironicaly, the previous
day’s Diane Rehm Show focused on mediashort-
comings and the declining standards in covering
“hard news,” with most news programs offering
confrontationa news-based programs (described
as “entertainment” by one participant on the
show) rather than a more serious anadysis of the
major issues.

Bin Laden'sletter makesfor chilling reading.
If the threats contained in it are carried out, then
Americais set for more 9/11s. It saysin part, “If
the Americans do not respond, then their fate will
be that of the Soviets who fled from Afghanistan
to ded with their military defest, politica
breakup, ideologica downfall and economic
bankruptcy.”

The letter makes it absolutely clear that the
grievancesof Idamic fundamentaistshaveagrest
ded to dowithreligion. In fact, theword religion
ismentioned 17 times. In addition, there are mul-
tiple references to Idam, Idamic Sharialaw and
Allah, the Idamic name for God.

Some of the statements made are inaccurate.
TheUnited Statesisblamed for startingthe AIDS

by Melvin Rhodes

Bin Laden’s letter makes for chilling
reading. If the threats contained in it
are carried out, then America is set
for more 9/11s.

epidemic, which most likely began in Africa
America is charged with supporting “Russian
atrocities. . . in Chechnya, the Indian oppression
against [Mudlimg| in Kashmir ... " The Isradlis
are accused of aiming to destroy the Al-Agsa
mosguein Jerusalem.

But other points made are correct: “ You separ
rate religion from your policies” Not only does
the Bush administration do this, but clearly, con-
tributors to NPR do too. In truth, this statement
getsto the crux of the whole dispute—religionin
the West is very much a private affair. Most peo-
ples religious observance is confined to an hour
on Sunday mornings and a few popular annual

go both an editorial and areview process.

The United Church of God providesWorld News and Prophecy (WNP) asan educational service for interested persons. The purpose of WNP
isto help readers discern the times and increase their awareness and understanding of current eventsin the light of Bible prophecy. Although
the staff strivesfor truth and accuracy initsreporting, analysisand Bible commentary, WNP isnot adoctrinal publication. Articles do under-
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Osama bin
Laden’s letter is
likely to impact
Americans more
than any other
news item of the
year.
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holidays. In stark contrast, religion playsa
major role in Idamic countries. It is
becomingincreasingly apparent that Ilam
and Western secular liberalism areincom-
patible. If there have been any doubts
about this, Osamabin Laden’s| etter makes
it clear—except that so little attention has
been giventoit!

“Why are we fighting you?”

Two questions are directed at
Americans. “Why are we fighting and
opposingyou?’ isthefirst. Thesecondfol-
lows. “What arewe cdling you to do, and
what do we want from you?’

The answer to the first question is:
“Because you attacked us and continue to
attack us” Explaining, bin Laden adds:
“You attacked us in Palestine. Palestine,
which has sunk under military occupation
for 80 years” This is a reference to the
occupation of Palestineby Britishtroopsin
December 1917 after four centuriesof rule
by the Ottoman Turks. Although not

yet tired of repeating your fabricated lies
that the Jews have a historical right to
Palesting, as it was promised to them in
the Torah. Anyone who disputes with
them on this alleged fact is accused of
anti-Semitism. Thisisoneof themost fal-
lacious, widely-circulated fabricationsin
history. The people of Paestine are pure
Arabs and origina Semites. It is the
Muslimswho are theinheritors of Moses
(peace be upon him) and the inheritors of
the red Torah that has not been changed
... If the followers of Moses have been
promised aright to Palestineinthe Torah,
then the Muslims are the most worthy
nation of this.”

Clearly, in the mind of Osama hin
Laden and other Idamic fundamentalists,
the root cause of the Arab-lsradli conflict
goes right back to Abraham’s two sons,
Isaac (ancestor of the Isradlites) and
Ishmae! (ancestor of theArabs). Theback-
ground to thisis recorded in the book of
Genesis, chapters 16 to 21. History from

Bin Laden’s demands are clear. All Americans must convert to
Islam if there is to be peace. Israel must also cease to exist.
Americans must change their entire way of life, ending their
dependency on cheap oil and their over-consumption of it.

Arabs, the Turks were Mudims, which
madetheir rule moreacceptable. Thepres-
enceof Westernersin Paledtineisoffensive
to Mudims. The |sraglis are seen as
Western colonizers continuing the British,
French and American occupations of the
Middle East.

Continuing: “The British handed over
Palestine, with your help and your support,
to the Jaws, who have occupied it for more
than 50 years, years overflowing with
oppression, tyranny, crimes, killing, expul-
son, destruction and devestetion. The cre-
ation and continuation of Isradl is one of
the greatest crimes, and you are the lead-
ersof itscriminads. And of coursethereis
no need to explain and prove the degree of
American support for Isragl. The creation
of Isradl isacrime which must be erased.
Each and every person whose hands have
become polluted in the contribution
towards this crime must pay its price, and
pay for it heavily.”

Bin Laden continueswith an interest-
ing perspective on history. “It brings us
laughter and tearsto seethat you have not

6 World News and Prophecy

4,000 years ago directly affects ustoday.

Criticisms of the United States

While there is insufficient space to
quote al of the criticisms directed at the
United States, thefollowing arehighlights:

“You steal our wedlth and il &t patry
prices because of your international influ-
ence and military threats. This theft is
indeed the biggest theft ever witnessed by
mankind in the history of the world.

“Your forces occupy our countries,
you spread your military basesthroughout
them; you corrupt our lands and you
besiege our sanctities, to protect the secu-
rity of the Jews and to ensure the continu-
ity of your pillage of our treasures.

“You havesarvedtheMudimsof Iraqg,
where children die every day. It isawon-
der that more than 1.5 million Iraqgi chil-
dren have died as a result of your
sanctions, and you did not show concern.
Yet when 3,000 of your people died, the
entireworld rises and has not sat down.”

Bin Laden then warns Americans of
the consequences.

Threatens all American citizens

At this point, it should also be made
clear that bin Laden saysthe blamefor al
thisdoesnot liewiththe U.S. government,
but rather with the people. Reasoning that
America is a democracy whose govern-
ment is chosen by the people, bin Laden
concludes that the American people are
responsible.

“Therefore, the American people are
the ones who choose their government by
way of their own freewill; achoicewhich
stems from their agreement to its policies
... TheAmerican peoplearetheoneswho
pay the taxes which fund the planes that
bomb us in Afghanistan, the tanks that
strike and destroy our homesin Palestine,
the armies which occupy our lands in the
Arabian Gulf, and the fleets which ensure
theblockadeof Irag . . . AlsotheAmerican
army ispart of the American people. . .”

“If we are attacked, then we have the
right to fight back. Whoever has destroyed
our villages and towns, then we have the
right to destroy their villages and towns.
Whoever has stolen our wealth, then we
have the right to destroy their economy.
Andwhoever haskilled our civilians, then
we have theright to kill theirs”

Osamathen comesto the second ques-
tion: “What are we calling you to do, and
what do we want from you?’

Wants Americans to convert to
Islam

Answer number 1?“ Thefirg thing that
we are caling you to is Idam” Why isit
that so few in the West see the religious
dimension here?“It isto thisreligion that
wecal you; thesedl of dl thepreviousrdi-
gions...” And if Americans refuse to
convert to Idam? Idam, states bin Laden,
“isthereligion of Jhad (holy war) in the
way of Allah so that Allah’sword and reli-
gionreign Supreme. . .”

Bin Laden's demands are clear.
Americans, al Americans, must convert to
Idam if there is to be peace. |srad must
aso cease to exist. Additiondly,
Americansmust changetheir entireway of
life, ending their dependency on cheap ail
and their over-consumption of it.

America’s catalog of sins

The“Letter toAmerica’ then catalogs
the sins of the American people, as per-
ceived by Idamic fundamentaligts. Is this

(See “BIN LADEN,” page 9)



Troubling Times for Three
British Institutions!

“Even I never dreamed of a moment in history when the Tory [Conservative] Party, the Monarchy,
and the Church would be locked in internecine battles at the same time” (Joan Smith,
Independent on Sunday columnist).

nation’s fabric is made up of its major
Ainstitutions—religious, political, gov-

ernmental and cultural. Human institu-
tions help keep order and foster needed
cohesion in any country. They are essentia to
the structural framework of any significant
political/geographical entity.

Yet in 2002, Britain has been rocked by
highly questionable behavior inthree of itsmost
venerated national institutions: the Anglican
Church, the Conservative Party and the British
Royal House of Windsor. In thisarticle, wewill
examine and analyze the decline of these three
major ingtitutionswith aview to what the future
may portend.

Sharp divisions within the Anglican
Church

The Times is one of the three or four best
newspapers in Britain. Its roots reach back into
the late 18th century. Ruth Gledhill is its
respected religion correspondent. She wrote in
amajor featurearticle: “The Church of England
isin‘meltdown’ with thousands of churchesfac-
ing closure and many dioceses disappearing by
2030, according to a report by Anglican
researchers published today” (Oct. 30, 2002).

Ms. Gledhill further depicted the plight of
the Anglican Church as a “demographic time
bomb.” While adult attendance is in marked
decline, child attendance may be described as
infreefall. She strongly stated that “the Church
must urgently formul ate astrategy to counter the
declineif it isto survive”

All institutions are composed of fallible
human beings, subject to the vagaries of human
nature. We understand that. Division isa natur-
al trait and must be actively countered by bold
leadership and sound decision making.
Currently, the most divisive issue in the
Anglican Church is its ambiguous position on
homosexuality.

AsTheEconomist (Sept. 21, 2002) reported:
“Thenew Archbishop of Canterbury takesasoft

by John Ross Schroeder

line on homosexuality that also infuriates tradi-
tionalists. This week the outgoing Archbishop,
George Carey, warned of asplitinthe Church if
Mr. Williams continues to support reforms that
would, for example, allow the ordination of
openly gay men to the priesthood, or the bless-
ing of homosexua marriages.”

Over the last two months the situation has
worsened. The Sunday Times (Nov. 24, 2002)
reported that “Rowan Williams, the new
Archbishop of Canterbury, believes that there
could beaplacefor practicing gay priestsinthe
Church of England . . . Williams has stated that
the Church should reconsider its ban on the
ordination of active homosexuals.” Moreover,
he recently said, “The question of the Church
approving of active gay relationships hasto be
an open question . . . There are ways of looking
at the Bible which alow the question to be
raised.”

Is homosexuality wrong?

According to thissame article, “He believes
Christian morality does not necessarily lay
down that same-sex relationships are sin for
priests” 1t getsworse! In spite of the current ban
on gay ordinations, this Sunday Times feature
article said: “Asmany as 1,000 of the Church's
full-time clergy are thought to be gay, some-
timesdescribing their companionsas‘lodgers.””

Yearsago thisreporter had occasiontointer-
view a member of the Anglican priesthood by
telephone and this particular priest admitted he
was a practicing homosexual without even
being asked about it. Further, although forbid-
den by canon law, hundreds of same-sex rela-
tionships between lay members have been
quietly blessed by some vicars (see Sunday
Telegraph article, “Church Law Defied asVicars
Bless Hundreds of Gay Couples aYear,” Oct.
20, 2002).

To his credit, Richard Chartres, bishop of
London, recently warned gay clergy in hisdio-
cese to cease their homosexual relationships

Some of the major

institutions that
helped build Bri
find themselves

tain

in

very serious straits,

simultaneously.

December 2002

7



Photos © 1999-2002 www.arttoday.com

or face disciplinary action. Also,
William Taylor, rector of Bishopsgate
in the city of London said, “Dr.
Williams' views were immoral and
divisive’” (The Daily Telegraph, Oct. 14,
2002).

Sadly, till another article in The
Sunday Times (Nov. 3, 2002) reported:
“Williams recently reiterated his belief
that he could find nothing in the Bible to
support the idea that homosexuality was
sinful.”

Ironically, the secular Economist has
a much clearer view of this aberrant
behavior.

It said: “The red difficulty for the
Church [of England] isthat homosexual -
ity, likeall sex outside marriage, isexplic-
itly condemned in the Bible. For many
believers, abandoning that position for
something more pragmatic seems a
painful retreat into uncertainty” (Sept.

Canterbury Cathedral

21, 2002, emphasis added).

The Anglican Church is troubled by
many other problems, but abandoning
the obvious biblical injunctions against
homosexuality remains potentialy the
most damaging to reputation, clergy and
congregation—and may possibly causea
major split.

The beleaguered
Conservative Party

Ever since the party elite ousted
Margaret Thatcher in 1990, the
Conservatives (or Tories) have beentrou-
bled by serious leadership problems.
Their one-sided defeats in the last two
national elections (perhaps due in no
small measure to the Tory Party’s grow-
ing reputation during the 1990s for
embarrassing financial and sexua scan-
dalsamong Tory members of Parliament
[MPs]) were so overwhelming in num-
bers as to leave this historic party in tat-

8 World News and Prophecy

ters. So far, various efforts at recovery
have been thwarted.

After John Magjor succeeded Mrs.
Thatcher as prime minister for several
years, shadow party |eadership passed to
William Haguein 1997. And athough he
tried his level best, he was eventually
hounded from the post. Hisreplacement,

Big Ben and Parliament

lain Duncan Smith, fared no better. In
fact, The Economist recently described
him “as the most isolated leader of the
party ever.”

Mr. Duncan Smith is torn between
“modernizers’ who criticize him contin-
ually for not being much more progres-
sive and traditionalists who want him to
hold firmly to the values of the past.
Interestingly enough, homosexuality
became a factor in the latest crisis. The
Economist tells how he was recently
ambushed over a “politically insignifi-
cant bill to alow unmarried couples,
including homosexuals, to adopt chil-
dren” (Nov. 9, 2002).

In trying to persuade his fellow
Conservative MPs (using perhaps the
most extreme form of Commons' party
discipline) to vote against this controver-
sial measure, Duncan Smith thought he
would be backed for demonstrating his
support for traditional Tory values. It
backfired! Many Conservative MPs
either voted for the bill or abstained.

Mr. Duncan Smith swiftly reacted by
caling apress conferenceattacking “ par-
ty plotters’ for rebelling against hislead-
ership, warning that the Tory Party could
either “uniteor die.” Thismovebackfired

big time, producing fresh calls for his
removal from leadership.

Regardless of motive, from abiblical
point of view, this shadow Conservative
Party leader deserves praise for uphold-
ing traditional family valuesby objecting
to unmarrieds and gays adopting chil-
dren. Yet much of the British pressround-
ly condemned him for his politicaly
incorrect views.

The Economist summed up the pre-
sent and perhaps future plight of the
Conservatives: “Therea problem facing
the Tory Party is not that it will lose its
relevance—there remains in Britain a
large centre-right constituency that can-
not be redefined or represented by New
Labour [presently in power], let alone by
the Liberal Democrats. Instead, the dan-
geristhatitwill loseitstalent and itswill
to live. The signs of that happening are
aready there” (ibid.).

The Royal House of Windsor

Most are well aware of the tragic
troubles that have plagued the British
roya family for the last 12 years. Many
of these stubborn difficulties revolved
around Diana, former princess of Wales
(1961-1997). More than five years after

Gates of Buckingham Palace

her untimely death, her residual presence
still haunts the House of Windsor. After
a promising eight months marked by
very successful jubilee celebrations,
2002 has proved to be yet another annus
horribilisfor the queen.

The Wall Street Journal Europe
summed up the latest crisis to beset the
British monarchy: “Itisdizzying keeping
track of al the axes grinding away both
upstairs and downstairs, inside the royal



palace and outside” (Nov. 13, 2002).
Diana's former butler transported many
of the princess's personal effects to his
own home. When found out, a very
expensive litigation soon followed. But
the queen bailed the butler out in dra-
matic fashion, explaining that he had
informed her of hisintentionsto preserve
and protect Diana’smementos. Thepros-
ecution’s case collapsed and the revela
tion halted theftrial initstracks.

The immediate spin-off has proved
highly damaging to the royal image and
media tabloids are having afield day. In
addition to allegations of irregular han-
dling of corporate gifts and other ethics
violations, homosexuality entered the
picture. A mae rape among roya
manservants was alleged, and although
the accused said the incident was con-
sensual, the presence of homosexuality
intheroyal palace seems undisputed.

Reacting to the current royal crisis,
The Economist stated, “The fedling that
the monarchy has degenerated into a
loosely plotted soap-operais growing. If
theviewersget tired or irritated, they may
switch off” (Nov. 9, 2002).

Three venerable British
institutions

As well it might, The Economist
observed, “There is an interesting but
superficia comparison  between
Windsor's plight and that of other simi-
larly venerable but mismanaged out-
fits—the Tory Party, Oxford University
and the Church of England” (Nov. 16,
2002). In light of today’s redlities, the
comparisonisnot so superficial. Some of
the major institutions that helped build
Britain find themselves in very serious
straits, simultaneously.

To comprehend the significance of
what is now happening to Britain and
why, you need to understand the intrigu-
ing history of the grand old British race.
The United Church of God publishes a
free, full-color brochurethat explainsthe
interesting origins of Britain—why God
uniquely blessed the nation with past glo-
ries and also why He is alowing deep
troubles for the country now. After expe-
riencing sometroubloustimes, the nation
will yet have aglorious future.

Please request a free copy of The
United States and Britain in Bible

Prophecy. «

“BIN LADEN,” (Continued from page 6)
aminority opinion among Muslims? “If
you go around the Mudlim world, you will
find the vast mgjority of people will sup-
port Osama bin Laden,” said the Saudi
ambassador to London in an interview
given to the British Spectator magazine
(Sept. 7, 2002). Ghazi Algosaibi said of
Britain: “Has it not occurred to you that
what goesonin thiscountry is abhorrent
to Muslims?’ The same could be said of
the United States as bin Laden’s letter
makes clear.

Here are some of the chargesthe let-
ter makes against America:

“You . .. choose to invent your own
laws asyou will and desire [instead of the
law of Idam, Sharig]. You separatereligion
from your policies, contradicting the pure
naturewhich affirmsAbsoluteAuthority to
the Lord and your Crestor . . .

“You are a nation that permits the
production, trading and usage of intoxi-
cants. You also permit drugs, and only
forbid the trade of them, even though
your nation is the largest consumer of
them. ..

“You are anation that permits acts of
immorality, and you consider them to be
pillars of personal freedom . .. Who can
forget your President Clinton's immoral
acts committed in the Oval Office? After
that you did not even bring him to
account, other than that ‘he made amis-
take,’ after which everything passed with
no punishment. |s there a worse kind of
event for which your name will go down
in history and be remembered by
nations?

“You are a nation that permits gam-
blinginall forms. ..

“You are a nation that exploits
women like consumer products. .. You
then rant that you support the liberation
of women.

“You are a nation that practices the
trade of sex in all its forms, directly and
indirectly ...

“Your law isthe law of the rich and
wealthy people, who hold sway in their
political parties, and fund their election
campaigns with their gifts.”

A new America—no longer
under God

Interestingly, most of the above criti-
cisms of America could not have been
made 50 years ago, before the secular, lib-

era reforms of the 1960s and * 70s. Prior
to that time, the laws of the United States
of America were based on the Ten
Commandments, the law of God given to
the Isradlitesthrough Moses. At that time,
Americawashighly respectedintheworld
and was looked to asanation of hopeina
world of darkness. “Righteousness exats
anation, but sinis areproach to any peo-
ple’ (Proverbs 14:34).

Osamabin Laden’s|etter should help
Americans to understand contributory
factors that have led to international
hatred and disrespect for the United
States. Perhaps this explains why
America’ soverwhelmingly libera media
have chosen not to highlight this letter,
which shows the consequences of al the
liberal reforms of the last four decades.

The creation of the nation of Israel in
1948 was certainly amajor turning point
in relations between the nations of the
region and the Western democracies.
U.S. support for Israel isthe primary rea-
son for the seeming universal hatred of
America throughout the Islamic world.
U.S. cultura hegemony is another.
American movies, television and music
portray adecadent culturethat hasreject-
ed God. Although many Americans
themselves are critical of these develop-
ments, all Americans are paying aprice.
God'sWord showsthat thiswould bethe
case.

In Deuteronomy chapter 28 we read
of prophesied blessings and curses that
would come upon the peoples of Israel
(among whom are the American and
British peoples) as a consequence of
obedience or disobedience to God's
laws. “It shall cometo pass, if you do not
obey the voice of the Lorp your God, to
observe carefully al Hiscommandments
and His statutes which | command you
today, that al these curses will come
upon you and overtake you” (verse 15).

Subsequent verses show that one of
the consequences of rejecting God'slaws
will be increased violence on an horrific
scale. “ Cursed shall you beinthecity, and
cursed shall you be in the country . ..
Cursed shall you be when you comeiin,
and cursed shall you bewhenyou go out”
(verses 16 and 19).

Islamic fundamentdistsare declaring
themselves ready and able to administer
those curses. Is it God's time to alow
them to happen? «
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Anyone who waits
for the return of
Christ, looking in

the wrong place or

at the wrong time,
can suffer his or
her own “Great
Disappointment.”
But the Bible is
Clear about the fact
that Christ is
returning to set up
His Father’s
Kingdom on the
earth!

Excerpts From Good News Radio:

The Great Disappointment

In American history it's known as “The Great Disappointment.” In 1844 tens of thousands of
people thought that Jesus Christ was returning to the earth in visible glory. Jesus didn't arrive and
thousands were left disillusioned. Over the years many have proclaimed Christ’s return. Does the
Bible teach that Jesus is coming back to this earth?

by Gary Petty

William Miller, a Vermont farmer, began

telling hisneighborsthat Jesuswasarriving
in 1843. After Miller shared his prophetic inter-
pretations at a local church in 1831, his fame
began to spread. In 1838 he published Evidence
From Scripture and History of the Second
Coming of Christ, About the Year 1843. The
Adventist movement was born.

William Miller lectured across New England
where he met JoshuaV. Hines, aBaptist minister
and awhiz at publicity. He constructed prophet-
ic charts outlining Miller's Advent calculations.
Hines sponsored Milleritetent meetingsthrough-
out the Northeast and edited two religious mag-
azines—theMidnight Cryin New York and Sgns
of the Times in Boston. Soon ministers, lay peo-
ple and entire congregationswere attracted to the
hope of Christ’simminent return. By some esti-
mates, more than 50,000 people became
Adventists while as many as a million others
showed interest in the second coming.

Eventually, William Miller claimed that
Christ’s second coming would occur between
March 21, 1843, and March 21, 1844. Needless
to say, that period was an exciting and anxious
time for the Adventists. Some people sold al
their possessions. Others secluded themselves
and spent their time preparing for Christ’s com-
ing.

The prophesied time came and Jesus didn't.
InApril 1844 Miller announced that he had made
a mistake in calculating prophecy. Some
Adventists reckoned new dates. They searched
the Scriptures and concluded that Adventists
wereto“tarry,” or wait, until Oct. 22, 1844. When
that date also failed, many Adventists became
disillusioned.

Over 150 years have passed since the “ Great
Disappointment.” The peoplewho knew William
Miller and longed for their Savior’s return have
passed into history. The question that motivated
them still remains: What does the Bible reveal
about Christ’s second coming?

The movement beganin thelate 1820swhen

10 World News and Prophecy

Is Christ's second coming visible?

One of the most important propheciesis the
outline Christ gave on the Mount of Olivesin
which He outlines the events preceding His
return (Matthew 24:29-31).

Notice that Jesus says, “al the tribes of the
earth . . . will seethe Son of Man coming on the
clouds” Christ's second coming isn't secret or a
figure of speech, meaning He comes into peo-
ple's hearts. In verses 23 to 27 Jesus warns His
followersagaingt false claimsthat Hisreturn will
be ahidden event. Clearly, al humanity will wit-
ness the wonder.

Where will Christ return?

The Old Testament prophet Zechariah was
inspired towrite, “ Behold, the day of theLorp is
coming . . . And inthat day Hisfeet will stand on
the Mount of Olives’ (Zechariah 14:1-4). Not
only doesthe prophet show where Christ returns,
but also that the world will fight the Messiah,
instead of welcoming Him. “I will gather al the
nations to battle against Jerusalem,” says the
prophecy (verse 2).

After Jesus resurrection He spent 40 days
with His disciples. At the end of that time, He
gathered them together to witnessanother mirac-
ulous event in salvation history. Two powerful
angels appeared to them, telling them that Christ
isgoing to visibly return to earth just asHevisi-
bly ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9-12).

What His disciples withessed pales in com-
parison to the glory and splendor of His second
coming! And where were the disciples when
Jesus ascended into heaven? In verse 12 Luke
writes, “Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem.”

What is the reward of the saints?

In the Olivet Prophecy Jesusteachesthat His
return will be visible, and audible, accompanied
with “a great sound of a trumpet” (Matthew
24:31).



The apostle Paul writes about this
trumpet sound in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-
17, showing that God will resurrect the
righteous dead and change the living
Chrigtians to spirit at the instant of the
trumpet blast.

One of the most important tenets of
Christianity isthat Jesusthe Messiah, the
Son of God, rose from the dead. Paul
says, “if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so God will bring with
Himthosewho deepinJesus’ (verse 14).
This resurrection at Christ’sreturn is the
hope of those who accept Jesus as the
Messiah.

The trumpet sound of Jesus Olivet
Prophecy, and of Paul’s letter to the
church at Thessalonica, correspondswith
the last of the seven trumpet eventsfore-
told inthe book of Revelation, which cul-
minate in Christ’sreturn.

In Revelation 20:1-6 the apostle John
was inspired to write of pivotal end-time
events. This passage clearly showsthat at
the return of Christ, God resurrects the
saints, binds Satan and the Messiah then
ruleson earthfor 1,000 years. Thisprophet-
ictimeisoften called the Millennium.

Where is the Messiah'’s capital?

Inthe section of the Bible often called
the Minor Prophets, the prophet Micah
writes about the time when Christ estab-
lishes His Father's government on earth,
“Many nations shal come and say,
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lorp [in Hebrew poetry, moun-
tains and hills are symbols for kingdoms
and nationg], to the house of the God of
Jacob; He will teach us Hisways, and we
shall walk in His paths. For out of Zion
thelaw shall goforth, and theword of the
Lorp from Jerusalem” (Micah 4:2).

Jesus will establish His capital in the
city of Jerusalem, the city that has been
the center of so much conflict and suffer-
ing over the centuries.

Micah continues, “He shal judge
between many peoples, and rebuke strong
nations afar off; they shadl beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore. But everyone shal sit
under his vine and under hisfig tree, and
no one shall make them &fraid; for the
mouth of the Lorb of hosts has spoken”
(verses 3-4).

Jesus Christ will begin to teach all
peoples the way of peace and the law of
God. Fear of crime, hunger and disease,
and the scourge of war will beginto dis-
appear from human experience. Using
the nature of animals as an illustration,
God inspired the prophet | saiah to predict
aworld in which natural enemieslivein
peace with each other (Isaiah 11:6-9).

What will happen to Israel?

It wasn't just William Miller's estab-
lishment of datesthat created such acom-
motion when he preached Christ's
imminent return in the 1840s. His con-
cept of Christ’s return before the estab-
lishment of amillennia kingdom on the
earth disagreed with the most common
teaching of his day—amillennialism.

Thisinterpretation viewsthe Church as
the Kingdom of God on earth with Christ
ruling from heaven. Amillennialism pro-
motes the idea that the 1,000 years of
Reveation is a symbolic reference to the
period of Satan’s influence on humanity
and God's work in the Church. When the
Church finishes its work, Christ returns,
the Kingdom of God is perfected, the res-
urrection occurs and the judgment takes
place.

This interpretation tries to analogize
some clear declarations of the Bible,
especialy the prophecies concerning
Isragl. According to amillennialism, the
end-time prophecies concerning Israel
arenot literal, but rather apply to the New
Testament Church.

Believing this idea requires that we
believe that God was less than honest
with the promises He made to the ancient
Israglites. God inspired Ezekiel to write
of atime when Judah and the lost tribes
of Israel will reunite as one people.

God commanded Ezekiel to take two
sticks and tie them together so that they
became one. He was then to proclaim,
“Thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Surely | will
takethechildren of Isragl fromamongthe
nations, wherever they have gone, and
will gather them from every side and
bring them into their own land; and | will
make them one nation in the land, on the
mountainsof Isragl; and oneking shall be
king over themadl; they shall nolonger be
two nations, nor shall they ever be divid-
ed into two kingdoms again’” (Ezekiel
37:21-22).

The passage goes on to explain that

this event will take place when David is
king over Israel and dl the world recog-
nizes them as a specia people of God.
King David had been dead for many
years a the time of Ezekiel.

In understanding biblical prophecy, it
is important to determine when the pas-
sageisto betaken literally and wheniitis
symbalic. In Ezekidl 37 the “sticks’ are
symbalic; Israel and Judah are the literal
descendants of the ancient Israglites.
Israel and Judah have not yet been united
under the rulership of King David, who
isin the grave awaiting the resurrection
(Acts2:29, 34).

The biblical return of Christ

What have we clearly been able to
determine about Christ’s second coming
from Scripture?

 Christis going to visibly return to
the Mount of Olives.

 There will be human resistance to
Christ.

» Thesaintswill beresurrected at His
coming and rulewith Himfor 1,000 years.

* Satan will be bound.

 Physical people will till exist on
the earth after Hisreturn. All nationswill
convert to the worship of the true God,
and Christ’s reign will bring healing to
the physical creation, peace and prosper-
ity.

* Judah and Israel will be reunited
under thereign of King David.

Anyone who waits for the return of
Christ, looking in the wrong place or at
thewrong time, can suffer hisor her own
“Great Disappointment.” The stresses
and evil of the present world can cloud
the biblical vision of God's Kingdom.

Make no mistake about it! The Bible
isclear about thefact that Christ isreturn-
ingto set up HisFather’ sKingdomonthe
earth! Christians must keep that hope
alive, living every day with Hisreturn as
the ultimate goal! With that hope deep in
our hearts, no matter when Hereturns, we
will be ready to meet Him when He
appearsin the clouds. «

The United Church of God broadcasts
the Good Newsradio programon stations
across the United States. For an Internet
listing of stationsand timesor to download
radio programs, go towww.ucg.org/radio.
Whileon-lineyou can also order the book-
let offered on this program, The Book of
Revelation Unveiled.
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In Brief...
World News Review

A United States of Europe?

According to arecent report, “ The European Union could
be renamed the United States of Europe. . . Without suggest-
ing apreference, M. Giscard d’ Estaing’sreport said the union
could be called the European Community, the European
Union, United Europe or the United States of Europe”’ (The
Daily Telegraph, Oct. 29, 2002). Apparently this suggestion
was part of the first draft of anew constitution for the EU.

“Christopher Booker'sNotebook,” aregular columnin The
Daily Telegraph, headlined a recent article with the provoca
tivetitte—"A Superstate Half a Century in the Making.”

Mr. Booker pointed out that “this constitution was
planned more than 50 years ago, as the concluding move in
a secretive process intended to take decades. Only now isit
emerging just how carefully planned this project has been;
and how deliberately itsinstigators decided to pretend that it
was concerned only with economic co-operation, until their
political agenda could be brought into the open. Drawing on
thousands of published and unpublished documentary
sources, Dr. Richard North, a research director with the
European Parliament, has been assembling evidence for a
‘secret history’ of the European Union” (Nov. 3, 2002).

The need for such a constitution was first mentioned by
ayoung ltalian Communist in 1944. He believed that “the
project would have to be put into place gradually, without
the peoples of Europe realising what was afoot until they
were presented with a congtitution as the end of the
process.” Christopher Booker concluded his column with
the simple statement that “everything is unfolding accord-
ing to plan.”

Sources. The Sunday Telegraph, The Daily Telegraph.

Echoes of an Old German
Nightmare: the Weimar Republic

Niall Ferguson, professor of Political and Financial
History at Oxford University, set out a chilling scenario in
Britain's Sunday Times (Nov. 24, 2002). His opening words
were: “As Chancellor Schroder grapples with a seriously
sick economy, he is making the same mistakes which led
to the 1930s crisis that opened the door for Hitler.”

Just how bad are Berlin's economic woes? In the last
decade only Switzerland and Japan had poorer performing
economiesin the devel oped world. Further, German unem-
ployment is 8.3 percent of the work force and is predicted
to reach onein 10. As an overall assessment The World in
2003 said this: “ Germany, once the country of the post-war

economic miracle, isacquiring areputation asthe sick man
of Europe, with low growth, high unemployment and an
unwillingnessto contempl ate the sort of changesthat might
get it out of its current difficulties” (published by The
Economist).

Comparisonswith Germany’sold financially disastrous
Weimar Republic are rife in the British and European
media. “Hidden jobless takes Germany back to the level of
the Weimar era,” writes Tony Paterson for The Sunday
Telegraph from the German capital city (Nov. 24, 2002). He
reported that “public fury has spilled into the streets of
Berlin with demonstrations of health workers, teachers,
builders and lorry [truck] drivers.”

Bild (a German newspaper) ran a headline that simply
said, “We've Had Enough,” expressing the frayed emotions
of the unemployed. Part of the problem is high wages.
Actually, “Britain’shourly labour costs are 30% lower than
they arein Germany” (TheWorld in 2003).

The Guardian’s correspondent in Berlin reported that
the“ German tax rise evokes Weimar comparison.” Another
Guardian headline tells us that “Europe’'s Most Powerful
Banking Sector |son Red Alert—German Money Machine
Grindsto aHalt.” The Mail on Sunday a so calls Germany
the “sick man of Europe”—talking of “debts, dole queues
[lines] and industry in crisis.”

Inreality, conditions are nowhere near as bad asthe sky-
rocketing inflation that plagued the Weimar Republicinthe
late 1920s and early 1930s when the proverbial wheelbar-
row full of marks would not buy so much as a pound of
butter. Nonetheless, the Germany economy bears close
watching. Hitler’'s Third Reich emerged out of very grave
economic frustrations.

Sources: The Sunday Times, The Sunday Telegraph, The
World in 2003, The Guardian, The Mail on Sunday [all
London].

Iran’s Latest Long-Range Missiles

Israel’s prime minister, Ariel Sharon, has strongly sug-
gested that after Irag, the United States should turn its
attention to Iran. And since the Iragi story tends to domi-
nate the news, many are not aware of the activities of Iran,
aMideast state that is clearly a part of the “axis of evil.”

Philip Sherwell is the foreign affairs correspondent of
The Sunday Telegraph. He has not neglected Iranian affairs.
Hisrecent feature articletellsusthat “ Iran has been supplied
by Russiawith powerful new technology and partsfor long-
range missiles that will put Israel and the whole of the
Middle East—including British and US forces in the
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region—within its
reach.” Africa and
parts of southern
Europe will also be
reachable.

Successful desert
test firings were held
this past summer with
Russian and North
Korean scientists in
attendance. Western
and Isradli intelligence
have also established
that Chinaismaking a
crucia contribution to

the Iranian missile
program. We don't live in aworld of friendly nations.

Much of end-time biblical prophecy will find itsfulfill-
ment in the Middle East. Predicts Dudley Fishburn, editor
of TheWorld in 2003: “With Saddam Hussein gone by the
end of 2003, the Middle East will become a sharply better
place.” Yet in his general assessment, he writes that “the
year's [2003] headlines will be dominated by war, the
Middle East and recession.”

Frankly, the Mideast is destined to host Armageddon—
an areathat will be replete with armies and weapons of the
deadliest kind—culminating in agreat battle that will bring
Jesus Christ back to this earth before we destroy ourselves
(see Revelation 16:14-16; Matthew 24:21-22).

The United Church of God has published several book-
lets about what the Bible says concerning these future
events. Why not write for our free brochures, The Book of
Revelation Unveiled and Are We Living in the Time of the
End?

Sources. The Sunday Telegraph, The World in 2003.

Famine Stalks Africa

Clearly world hunger is rising again, much of it afflicting
the African continent, especialy the sub-Saharan area. But
more generally, according to the Los Angeles Times, “Every
year about six million children under theage of 5dieasaresult
of hunger and malnutrition, saysaUN study released Tuesday.
That'sasif al of Cdifornia’schildreninthat age group—more
than twice over—starved to death” (Oct. 16, 2002).

Thisincreaseinworld hunger is due primarily to acom-
bination of wars, droughts, floods and shortfall in donations
from the devel oped nations. The UN Food and Agricultural
Organization (FAO) “puts the number of undernourished
people at 840 million—roughly 15% of the world’s peo-
ple. After some progressin the 1990s, the rate has returned
to levels of adecade ago” (Los Angeles Times).

The Independent on Sunday's environment editor,
Geoffrey Lean, further explained that “this year’s total
world harvest will fall for thefifth year in succession, while
the global population continues to grow” (Oct. 27, 2002).

More specifically, famine has returned to Ethiopia and
the Horn of Africa. Nearly six million people are in des-
perate need of emergency food supplies in order to avert
starvation. Perhaps another million requireimmediate help
in Eritrea. Also Sudan, Kenya, Somalia and other African
nations are experiencing severe food shortages.

Lesotho is another case in point. Too much rain dev-
astated crops and people are dying. Poor mountainous
roads are adifficult barrier to getting aid suppliesthrough
to the population. A Times (London) feature article stated
that “crop production has declined sharply over the past
three decades and is expected to cease altogether over
large swaths of arable land because of soil erosion and
declining soil fertility” (Nov. 9, 2002.). Also, a 31 per-
cent HIV-AIDS infection rate complicates matters even
further.

Bible prophecy is being fulfilled. The book of
Revelation clearly reveals the identity of the four horse-
men of the Apocalypse. The black horse symbolizes hunger
and famine (Revelation 6:5-6). Itisalready riding in Africa.

Sources. The Independent on Sunday, The Times (both
London), Los Angeles Times.

Affairs Becoming More
Commonplace

Sarah Womack, social affairs correspondent of The
Daily Telegraph, stated that “ divorce rates [in England and
Waleg] roselast year for thefirst timein five years, leaving
an additional 147,000 children with asingle parent” (Nov.
6, 2002). Selfish adults often don’t think of them.

Let's face it. Although there can be many reasons for
divorce, the main one is and has aways been infidelity—
unfaithfulness to a marriage partner. Current Western atti-
tudes toward adultery are not that encouraging.

A major feature article in The Sunday Times revealed that
“up to 55% of people have an affair at sometimein their lives
... Onein 10 men admit to an affair in the past five years.. . .
For menin London the average number of sexual partnersover
alifetime has jumped from 12.2 in 1990 to 15.5 in 2000
Statistics about women showed asimilar incresse.

Of course, affairsdon’t alwaysresultin divorce. Thearti-
cle stated, “New research suggests people are becoming
moretolerant of straying spousesand brief affairs. What mat-
tersmorethey say, is‘emationa infiddlity.” Genuinerepen-
tance by the offender followed by trueforgivenesson the part
of the offended is commendable. But in the long run, so-
called tolerance (mutua or otherwise) of adulterous behav-
ior can only lead to more misery and unhappiness.

Perhaps the most disturbing statement in the entire article
was: “American studies have shown that religious people dis-
approve of affairs more strongly than others—but have just as
many of them.” Talk about shame and embarrassment! The
apostle Paul wrote, “Awake to righteousness, and do not sin;

(See “NEWS,” page 15)
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“MY HEAD,” (Continued from page 16)
Angeles will have aimost twice as many homicides as New
York City though it has half the population.

Jeff Gottlieb and Anthony McCartney, Los Angeles Times
staff writers, offer asomber depiction of this urban war zone
inan articletitled, “AsKillings Ebb and Flow, Fear KeepsIts
Grip on South L.A.,” which appeared in the Los Angeles
Times of Nov. 25, 2002.

Unlike the residents of my town, the reporters depict a
far different scenario of a citizenry who must be cognizant
of “where they go, what they wear, what they say, how loud-
ly they play their car stereo; all are infused with—and cir-
cumscribed by—fear of an unexpected bullet. On peaceful
looking, palm-lined streets, residents hurry inside when the
light fades. They
try not to draw
attention. This is
the way it is and
has been for
years”

The first
commandment
of day-by-day

living

They quote a
lady who only
gives her name as
Cheryl B. She
describes the first
commandment of
day-by-day living
as, “Don't leave
the house at night
unless mandatory,
unless you just
can't prevent it
She then added, “I
like to just stay
planted or stationary.” Shegoesonto say, “It'saway of life—
paranoia, fear! | was here before the gang violence, the red
and the blue. This used to be agood town. Now it'slikealot
of people who came from the South or back East, they’'re
going back home.”

Gottlieb and McCartney caught afeel of the environment
in the experience of Sofia Giza as she shared how she had
recently gone to a market at night to buy bottled water. The
reporters tell how gunfire crackled and she did what South
Central residents do when they hear such sounds. She
dropped to the floor! When she began to get up, her brother
asked her in anincreduloustone, “What are you doing?When
the shooting stops, they are reloading!” Interestingly, Sofia
is now considering moving to West Africa. Why? It's part of
adream, but also for her, it's safety.

Gottlieb and McCartney interviewed Timothy Watkins,
Sr., alocal community youth coordinator, who expressed the
abiding sentiment of “every day someone down here—a

Los Angeles, after a lull, is

once again soaring to the

dubious title of “Murder
Capital of the World.”
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child, achild's parent, a child’s sibling—is losing their life.
We should be besides ourselvesover it.” He agreeswith new-
ly appointed Police Chief William J. Bratton that the people
of Los Angeles should get angry about the killings. “But,”
Watkins continues, “the propensity and frequency of killings
is numbing to the collective psyche of LosAngeles. It's like
it is something that we have just decided to live with.”

The greatest care, simply not enough

So how are peopleliving? How do you copein thisurban
battleground? Gottlieb and McCartney interviewed a couple
of teenagers named Michael Pye and John Wilson.

The teens recommend arigid dress code—not to be cool,
but to avoid being shot. Pye's recommendations are “don’t
wear blue or red [differing gang colors], but rather wear
black, gray or neutral colors that won't attract attention. If
you wear loud yellow, you had better be going to someplace
very secure or with lots of people.” Wilson added some street
smarts, stating, “Jewelry or attention-grabbing sneakers are
also no-nos”

They both instructed that “ once out the door, know where
you are going, avoid side streets, stick to main thoroughfares
and don’t look tough. You can't look too hard at anyone.” As
each person interviewed pointed out, if you are to survivein
such an environment, your steps must be detailed to the let-
ter. But even the greatest care simply is not enough some-
times, as the daily headlines show.

Why? Perhaps Cheryl B. placed theright diagnosison the
general malady by stating, “You got so many kids out here
acting crazy, wanting to flex some muscle. They don’t have
respect for life” What we have hereis the sad reality of kids
killing kids, and killing those who get in between their wild
abandonment and intended victims. The sociologists and
politiciansall havetheir angles, “fixes,” sure curesand ready
answers. More police, more schools, morejobs, moreinvest-
ment into the area by every level of government and private
enterprise, and the list goes on. Could it help? Sure. Will it
help? Time will tell.

The reality for the moment is a tremendous disconnect
between social and moral responsibility for others and the
law of the streets. Thisdisconnect comes after generations of
discrimination and institutionalized segregation of people,
failed government social-engineering policies of the welfare
state, a wretched historic pattern of separated family struc-
ture, and the wholesale removal of religious moral training
from the fabric of our schools and society. Here gangs have
replaced failed or seemingly irrelevant social institutionslike
family, country and church.

For them—the other shoe has dropped

Since 9/11 Americans have been walking on atightrope
of emotional unease regarding terrorism. Many people, in
truthful moments, wonder and ask one another, “When will
the other shoe drop?’ Recently, the Washington, D.C., met-
ropolitan areawas virtually held hostage for several weeks
as two snipers went on akilling spree. People in the sub-
urban world of Virginia and Maryland began to have a
“South-Central state of mind.” Their every move became



deliberate and cal cul ated, not knowing
what the next moment might bring.
But, just likein South-Central L.A., at
times being careful was simply not
enough.

But now the alleged snipers have
been apprehended, and lifein those sub-
urbs has gone back to normal—streets
buzzing with people, children running
in parks and lovers strolling hand in
hand down cozy lanes.

But not “30 miles away.” Because
for South-Central L.A., the other shoe
isn't about to drop. It has dropped.
They continueliving under the horren-
dous and dizzying weight of terror
every day.

But you and | don't think about it.
It's not a part of our experience. If it
isn't a shocking or horrific “Kodak
moment” of the mind—Ilike viewing
jetsramming into skyscrapers or night-
time air raids over Baghdad or an
Israeli bus looking like so much scrap
metal—our mindstend to gently easeit
away to the far margins of our memo-
ry banks. In today’s world, seemingly
if it isn’'t on the nightly news, these
heart-wrenching and wretched scenar-
ios must not be happening or are not
deemed bad enough to merit our atten-
tion. But it is happening, just 30 miles
away.

Perhaps a morning ago, as | was
transfixed with the beautiful small-
ness and ever-so-neat-and-clean pack-
aging of my windowpane suburban
Americana, God was trying to tell me
something. It's not what is happening
three continents away or three time
zones away or even three states away.
It'swhat’s happening right where you
live, and it may not be even 30 miles
away. And it should stimulate us to
offer the prayer of “Your kingdom
come. Your will be done on earth as it
isin heaven.

Perhaps| needed to realize morethan
ever that God is not coming back simply
to solve the great and looming problems
of the prophetic “beast power” of the
king of the North, or the king of the
South, or the false prophet, or the next-
in-line current run of self-exalted mili-
tary dictators like Saddam Hussein, or
the lunatic fringe of Islam that iswreak-
ing such havoc. All of these are big
eventsthat so easily capture our timeand

imagination, yet can blind us to today’'s
reality only “30 miles away.”

Shaping your heart

The staff of World News and
Prophecy is not here simply to share
times, places, events and scriptures to
shape your outlook of world events, but
hopefully to shape your heart towards
the utter need for the literal return of
Jesus Christ. His return will not only
deal with the great cities of the earth, but
ultimately every town, neighborhood,
block, home and back alley.

Ezekiel 9:4 speaks of God separat-
ing to Himself a people “who sigh and
cry over al the abominations that are
done within it” Christ picks up this
thought during His earthly ministry
when He comments in Matthew 5:4,
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.”

How much do we sigh? How much
dowecare? How much dowegrievefor
those outside our own comfort zone?
Coming to gripswith what lies 30 miles
away isof no value unlessweturn those
caresinto prayersfor God'sKingdomto
come. God's Kingdom is not going to
offer only urban renewal; it will also
offer arenewal of the heart.

Ezekiel 36:26 speaks of atimein
which God says, “1 will giveyou anew
heart and put a new spirit within you;
| will take the heart of stone out of
your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh.” Remember how Cheryl B. said
the hoodlums in her neighborhood
“don’t have a respect for life"? That
essential respect for lifeis going to be
renewed.

Just amorning ago, | was searching
in al the wrong places for what | need-
ed to think and write about. | thought in
writing the next article | needed to apply
the analytical side of my brain, but God
was telling me | needed to use more of
the emotional side—my heart. | had
three interesting articles in my hands,
but | had one article | couldn’t get out
of my head or my heart.

Itiswhen God led meto switchto my
heart—to sigh and to mourn—that | was
able to wak that walk mentioned in
Isaiah 30:21: “Thisisthe way, walk you
init.” | hopeyouwon't be ableto get this
article out of your head, because that's a
good way to reach your heart. «

“NEWS,” (Continued from page 13)

for some do not have the knowledge of

God. | speak this to your shame” (1

Corinthians 15:34). Please write for our

free booklet, The Ten Commandments.
Sources: The Sunday Times, The

Daily Telegraph.

Australia Now a
“Prime Target”

Audrdiaisakey target in anew wave
of attacksbeing planned by a Qaeda, with
Audtralian intelligence agencies warning
thet the Bali investigation had caught only
the “footsoldiers’ in a global terror net-
work. AnAustraian officid said that key
peoplearestill out there and they are dan-
gerous.

Recent intelligence reports suggest
that a Qaeda has advanced plans for
strikes that involve a series of linked
attacks in Australia, Southeast Asia and
elsawhere.

Based on the new information, the
Austrdian government made its dramatic
revelation about credible evidence of a
possible terrorist attack within the next
few months. It indicatesthat Austrdiaand
its interests abroad are now primary tar-
gets—along with the United States and
|srael—of a Qaeda and its regiona sub-
Sdiary, Jemaah Idamiah.

The dert is believed to have been
based on information from regiona
telecommunicationssurveillanceand sup-
porting intelligence by the United States
and Britain.

That warning has been strengthened
by the most recent audiotape, attributed to
Osama bin Laden, which declared: “We
had warned Austraia about its participa
tioninAfghanistan. Itignored thewarning
until it woke up to the sound of explosions
inBali.”

“The information is generic but it is
sufficiently credible to give us real con-
cerns,” a senior regional security officia
said. “There are even time frames being
talked abouit.

“There is dsignificant activity being
monitored internationally and there is a
possihility of groupsand individuas link-
ing up. It'snot just aregiona thing.”

Source: The Sydney Morning Herald.

Contributors: John Ross Schroeder
and Jim Tuck
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/| Thisis the Way

by Robin Webber

Couldn’t Get It Out of My Head

esterday was a blustery autumn day in my home-

town of Monrovia, California. “Fall-like” weather

comes late to Southern California. But it comes! |
had gone down to our town library to do some research for
my next column. | nestled into aquiet corner of the already
hushed world of library life and peered out from my win-
dow on the world and happily gazed on the rites of autumn
unfolding before me.

Colorful and dashing leaves were marching back and
forth on the surrounding grounds of Library Park and the
town folk were bustling and cheerful with the gleeful feel
of the approaching American Thanksgiving holiday.
Parents and grandparents with their young ones were run-
ning around the adjacent park enjoying every moment. No
one seemed to have a care in the world. The ever-present
mountains, which hover over my town, were so crystal
clear that you could count every pinetreeto thetop of each
peak. It was just smply one of those days when you say,
“Lifeisgood.”

In the midst of all of thisautumnal splendor, my mind
drifted back to the job at hand. | poured over various peri-
odicals that spotlighted the recent big headline issues of
Afghanistan, the war on terror, the | sragli-Pal estinian con-
flict, the recent hostage-taking assault in Moscow, the oil
tanker spill off the coast of Spain and on and on. The var-
ious covers of the national and international magazines had
all the familiar faces on them: President Bush, Saddam
Hussein, Hans Blix or aseagull mired in oil.

Yes, there was much | could write about. More than
enough to consider in the light of biblical directives for
understanding the principle of “ thisis the way” But my
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head and heart were somewhere else. While my need to
write seemingly was drawing me to issues with global
impact, my heart’s prompting came back to something
much closer at hand. | simply couldn’t get it out of my
head.

Just 30 miles away

Just 30 miles from me is aworld drastically different
from “my corner” of the megalopolis known as Los
Angeles. LosAngel es has often been described as 80 cities
looking for a center. In Los Angeles, we merge together
on the freeways and huddle together to cheer our home-
town teams, but then return to our residential enclaves. Los
Angeles is not realy a homogeneous environment.
Television often gives you this one-dimensional view of
“L.A." asif whatever happensis occurring to al of usout
here at once—be it mudslides, canyon fires, earthquakes,
breathing smog or drive-by shootings. Not so.

Just 30 miles away from me awar is going on. No, not
the war on terror, though terror is involved. No, not the
war that isto come on Irag. No, not the conflict between
Palestinians and Israglis.

You see, there is a killing spree going on in South-
Central L.A. Inthelast 10 days over 21 people have been
gunned down. Most of them were innocent bystanders or
local residents minding their own businesswho got caught
in the cross fire of thugs with guns out to guard their turf.

Los Angeles, after alull, is once again soaring to the
dubious title of “Murder Capital of the World.” This year
612 people have been murdered. If thetrend continues, Los

(See“MY HEAD,” page 14)



