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Alexander, the Man
Who Would Be God

Millions remain fascinated by one of history’s most intriguing
and successful conquerors. An ancient source sheds new light on
his achievements—and his downfall.

by Darris McNeely

he story of Alexander the Great is
T one that is both old and new. More

than 23 centuries after leaping from
Greece to conquer most of the known
world, his story continues to fascinate
modern audiences and inspire scholarly
study. New books pore over the ancient
chronicles of his conquests, and two new
motion pictures will portray both the fac-
tual and romantic aspects of his fame. But
at the end of the day, many questions
remain unanswered.

How should we understand Alexander
the Great today? Is there an overlooked
source that refers to his exploits in the
context of God’s design for history and
mankind? You may be surprised to know
that Alexander’s exploits are mentioned in
Bible prophecies that are ignored by mod-
ern scholars in their quest to understand
his historical significance. The Bible has
a great deal to teach us about God’s hand
in history and why events transpire the
way they do.

The beginning

Alexander was born at Pella in 356
B.C. His father, Philip, king of Macedon,
had assembled the Greek states into a
coalition that laid the foundation for the
army Alexander would take to Asia. His
mother was Olympias, with whom he had
a close relationship. She was a devotee of
the god Dionysius and is said to have
astonished the royal court by bringing
snakes into their presence. The marriage
was stormy. When Philip was assassinat-
ed in 336, 20-year-old Alexander moved

Alexander the Great remains the
stuff of legends and Hollywood.

quickly to consolidate power and assume
the kingly title.

Persia was the enemy of Greece, and
there were old scores to settle. Alexander
inherited his father’s ambition and vision
to be more than a regional monarch.
Before taking on the empire to the east, he
first had to consolidate his own power. He
took his troops north, as far as the Danube,
and south in Greece to neutralize any
regional opposition. He was now ready
for the invasion of Asia.

In one of the most remarkable junc-
tures of history, the renowned philosopher
Aristotle schooled Alexander. Part of the
curriculum was the study of Homer’s

(See “ALEXANDER,” page 3)
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“Whom heaven must receive wuntil the times of

Restoration

of all things . ..

“Cold” Peace or Real Peace?

tis tragic when terrorists attack innocent civilians, whatever the “cause.” It is dou-
bly sad when it is done to coincide with the biblical Holy Days that foreshadow
peace among all peoples.

Last month on Oct. 7, a pickup loaded with explosives detonated at a Hilton hotel
in Taba, a popular Red Sea resort area. Thirty-two people died and more than a hun-
dred were injured by the blast. It was the worst attack on Egyptian soil in more than
six years, but it wasn’t an attack on Egyptians. Thousands of Israeli tourists were enjoy-
ing the holiday season there, in spite of their government’s warning of the high pos-
sibility of attack. One Israeli said, “Until [the blast] it was so great, peaceful and quiet,
with beautiful sea and friendly people. It was a dream holiday. In a thunderclap it
became a nightmare.”

Beyond the human toll is the damage to Israeli-Egyptian relations. The two nations
have had an uncertain peace since signing a treaty in March 1979. Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat paid for that overture with his life when Islamic terrorists from within
his own people assassinated him in 1981. Some say itis a “cold” peace that exists today
between the two nations.

The 1979 treaty was preceded by several bitter wars, including the Six Day War
of 1967 and the Yom Kippur War of 1973. The latter was on another key biblical Holy
Day and caught the Israelis by surprise. Every October Egyptian television replays
the success of the 1973 battles, and it is a source of pride for its citizens to this day.
The fact that these battles, and not the subsequent peace, are a source of national pride
speaks to the reason for underlying tension between all Arab states and the small nation
of Israel. Even when they find the way to peace, the threat of violence lurks close to
the surface and threatens to once again throw the region into upheaval.

The Oct. 7 bombing came at the end of the biblical Feast of Tabernacles. Many
prophecies show this festival foreshadows the future time when the Messiah reigns in
Jerusalem and nations will go there to learn of the ways of God (Isaiah 2:2-4). As it
happens, I was returning from observing this festival when I heard of the bombing.

You may not know that many thousands of people gather around the world each
year to celebrate this Christian festival. It is observed as a foretaste of the world to
come, a world when people will learn the way to live at peace.

A unique prophecy tells how Egypt, and other nations that resist the will of God,
will be treated in that day. “And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King,
the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichev-
er of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King . . ., on
them there will be no rain. If the family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they
shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations
who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16-18).

Egypt is singled out here because of its historic relationship with God and His peo-
ple. Remember that Egypt held the descendants of Jacob as slaves for several genera-
tions. In the future, after God’s Kingdom is on this earth, Egypt will become a blessing
along with Israel. “In that day there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land
of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border . . . Then the LORD will be known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the LoRD in that day, and will make sacrifice and
offering; yes, they will make a vow to the LORD and perform it” (Isaiah 19:19, 21).

It will take the restoration of God’s Kingdom to see the reality of these visions.
Pray for that day, when God will bring a permanent peace between these two peoples
that will show the way for the entire world to live in harmony.  —Darris McNeely



“ALEXANDER,” (Continued from page 1)

lliad, the story of the Trojan War.
Alexander styled himself after the great
warrior Achilles and carried a volume of
the story on his travels, quoting frequent-
ly from its pages. What began at Troy, a
great struggle between Europe and Asia,
was to be continued at the hands of this
new Achilles. No more than 40,000 troops
started on this most daring of all kingly
expeditions. Over the next 11 years he
traveled further and conquered more than
any monarch before him. He would never
again see his homeland.

Decisive battles

Speed and daring were the hallmarks
of the major battles that decided the course
of Alexander’s reign. At three major
engagements within four years, the
Persian Empire was crushed.

In 334 B.C,, at the Battle of Granicus,
he met the first Persian army, quickly
defeating it. Alexander was a soldier-king
who often fought in the front lines with his
men. At this first engagement his life very
nearly came to an abrupt end. About to be
struck from behind, the king was saved by
the quick action of one of his men who
severed the Persian’s arm. Historians have
been tempted to speculate how the whole
course of history would have been
changed had Alexander died at that time.
Perhaps, as we will see, it might be better
to seek understanding of the spiritual
dimension of history so often ignored by
secular historians.

Next, at Issus, the full force of the
Persian army, more than half a million
men, was gathered behind the standard of
Darius I1I. By employing new tactics, slic-
ing through the line at an angle rather than
launching a full frontal assault, the Greek
troops were able to get behind the enemy
flank, routing the larger Persian force and
sending it into chaotic retreat. Darius fled
so quickly that his treasury and family
were left at the mercy of Alexander. Darius
offered to make Alexander his son-in-law
and give him all of Asia west of the
Euphrates. But nothing less than uncondi-
tional surrender would satisfy the Greek
king.

For all intents and purposes this fin-
ished effective Persian resistance. There
would be one more battle, in 331 B.C. at
Gaugamela in what is today northern Iraqg.
Here Darius III was killed by his own men

when he attempted to be the first to aban-
don the battle, as the Greek troops crushed
the last vestige of the numerically superi-
or Persian force.

Within four short years Alexander had
defeated the massive Persian Empire.
After 329 B.C. he had no major opponent.
Alexander’s empire eventually stretched
from Greece to modern Pakistan, occupy-
ing the former empires of Egypt, Babylon
and Persia.

“To the ocean”

The Greeks thought the world’s land
mass was surrounded by what they called

Alevander the Groat

Alexander the Great was one of the
key figures of history foretold
centuries in advance in the pages of
the Bible.

“the ocean.” To reach this point would be
to come to the end of the earth. Once the
area that is now Iran was secure in 327
B.C., there was no real need to go further
east. But the allure of going to earth’s end
was too great. Alexander pushed his troops
ahead to what one Roman author said was
“all that a mortal man was capable of.”
No army or power effectively stood in
his way as he marched through Central
Asia and what is today Afghanistan,
Pakistan and India. In Afghanistan he met
the same kind of fierce nomadic tribal cul-
ture that endures to this day. He founded
cities and struck alliances, which began to
stretch his men and his ability to maintain
effective control. Alexander’s first real
“defeat” was when his soldiers refused to
go further. At the River Hyphasis (modern
Beas) in India the long years of marching

and privation came to a climax. “This far
and no further” was their cry.

Without support from his troops, he
was forced to turn back to the west. What
remained was the less glorious, more
mundane task of consolidating and man-
aging the world empire. Aristotle had once
taught him that it was more difficult to
organize peace than to win a war, that the
fruits of victory in war will be lost if the
peace is not well organized. But Alexander
would not have the time, or perhaps the
ability, to prove whether he could effec-
tively manage all that he had conquered.

The march back to Babylon took a
physical toll on the morale of the troops
and the health of their leader. Trusted lieu-
tenants abdicated for home, troops
mutinied and his closest friend and confi-
dant, Hephaestion, died. Grief, frustration
and the long years of warring had taken
their toll. By June 323 B.C., Alexander lay
dying of fever and infection. His soldiers
gathered around to ask what would
become of his empire, and he reputedly
replied that it should go “to the strongest.”

It took two decades for the dust to set-
tle, but when it did there were four divi-
sions of the empire among four of his
generals. The two most powerful sectors
were the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt and
the Seleucid in Asia Minor.

Mentioned in Bible prophecy

The average person today viewing a
major motion picture of the life of
Alexander may not realize that this lumi-
nous ancient figure is mentioned in Bible
prophecy. The prophet Daniel, writing first
from the courts of Babylon and then Persia
(long before Alexander defeated its
empire), saw visions of the future that
included the rise of this Greek empire.

In the second chapter of Daniel, the
king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar,
dreamed a terrifying vision that none of his
wise men could interpret. It was only
when he called in the young Daniel that
an explanation was given. The dream was
of a huge four-sectioned image with a
head of gold, a chest and arms of silver, a
belly and thigh of bronze, legs of iron and
feet of iron and clay.

In verse 36 Daniel was inspired by
God to give the interpretation. “This is the
dream. Now we will tell the interpretation
of it before the king. You, O king, are a
king of kings. For the God of heaven has
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given you a kingdom, power, strength, and
glory; and wherever the children of men
dwell, or the beasts of the field and the
birds of the heaven, He has given them into
your hand, and has made you ruler over
them all—you are this head of gold.

“But after you shall arise another king-
dom inferior to yours; then another, a third
kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over
all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall
be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron
breaks in pieces and shatters everything;
and like iron that crushes, that kingdom
will break in pieces and crush all the oth-
ers” (Daniel 2:36-40).

Through this dream, God was showing
the progression of four empires that would
arise and dominate much of the earth in
their day. Students of Bible prophecy cor-
rectly identify these empires as Babylon
(head of gold), Persia (chest and arms of
silver), Greece (belly and thighs of bronze)
and Rome (legs of iron and feet of part iron
and clay). In the dream a ““stone was cut out
without hands” and struck the image on its
feet (the fourth empire) and then “filled the
whole earth” (verses 34-35). Verse 44
reveals that this is the establishment of the
Kingdom of God on the earth. The fact that
the fourth empire is struck by the stone
indicates a continuation of that system in
some form until the coming of Christ.

Daniel actually lived during the first
two of these empires. As a captive Jew in
Babylon at the court of Nebuchadnezzar,
he witnessed the workings and power of
the head of gold. Later, during the reign of
Belshazzar, God gave Daniel a vision,
which expanded on the earlier dream of
Nebuchadnezzar. It is recorded in chapter
7. Daniel wrote down the images of his
dream, which must have left a troubled
mood upon him. Notice what he saw: “I
saw in my vision by night, and behold, the
four winds of heaven were stirring up the
Great Sea. And four great beasts came up
from the sea, each different from the other.
The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s
wings. 1 watched till its wings were
plucked off; and it was lifted up from the
earth and made to stand on two feet like a
man, and a man’s heart was given to it.

“And suddenly another beast, a second,
like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and
had three ribs in its mouth between its
teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise,
devour much flesh!” After this I looked,
and there was another, like a leopard,
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which had on its back four wings of a bird.
The beast also had four heads, and domin-
ion was given to it. After this I saw in the
night visions, and behold, a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong.
It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring,
breaking in pieces, and trampling the
residue with its feet. It was different from
all the beasts that were before it, and it had
ten horns” (Daniel 7:2-7).

These four beasts again represent the
four empires beginning with Babylon. The
Greco-Macedonian Empire is identified
with the third beast, which is like a leop-
ard. Its attributes fit the historical descrip-
tion of Alexander’s army and its tactics. As
already noted, Alexander’s army was small
but powerful and quick, like a leopard. It
tore at and easily defeated the massive
bearlike (powerful, but less agile than a
leopard) empire of the Persians.

Daniel had one other vision that
includes a reference to Alexander’s

When a man makes such
claims of divinity, he often is
near the end of his time and
suffers a reversal. Alexander
was dead within years of his

public boast.

Empire. It fits in with history with remark-
able accuracy. In this vision (chapter 8), he
was by ariver when he saw a ram with two
horns, one horn being higher than the oth-
er. God’s angelic messenger told Daniel
the ram represented the Persian kingdom,
composed of Persia and Media. The dif-
ferent lengths of the horns showed that
Persia overshadowed Media. This ram
advanced in three directions and no other
power could withstand its advance.

It became a great power until a new
power arose in the form of a male goat
from the west (verse 5). This goat had a
“notable horn” between the eyes. Notice
the interpretation in verse 21, “And the
male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The
large horn that is between its eyes is the
first king.”

Clearly, this horn is Alexander. The
prophecy even mentions the breakup of the
kingdom upon Alexander’s death into four
smaller kingdoms. “As for the broken horn
and the four that stood up in its place, four

kingdoms shall arise out of that nation, but
not with its power” (verse 22).

Daniel made one further reference to
Alexander’s empire in the very long
prophecy of chapter 11. Verses 3 and 4
refer to a “mighty king” to arise and to do
very much according to his will.

Of course modern scholarship utterly
rejects the idea that Daniel wrote his book
in the sixth century B.C. The idea that any-
one could predict with such accuracy the
coming of future kingdoms such as Greece
and Rome is simply an academic heresy.
Admitting such would require belief in a
God who controls history and also foretells
it in advance. It would require admission
that the Bible is the true word of the one
God who created the universe. No such
admission is likely to be forthcoming.

Claiming to be as God

Late in his life Alexander actually
made the claim to be a god. In 324 B.C. he
sent word back to Greece that he claimed
descent from Zeus-Ammon and wished to
be considered divine. This was not a sud-
den change, for it began during his days in
Egypt. While there he made a trek into the
desert to Siwa where there was a shrine to
Ammon, the chief Egyptian deity. There
he inquired about his divinity and received
assurances from the priests that he was of
divine parentage. Whether the Greeks
believed this or not, it is important to
understand it as a key to how he brought
Egypt under his dominion. Egyptians were
used to looking to their pharaoh as divine.

Kings and emperors commonly
reigned as divine rulers, virtual incarna-
tions of gods, in the ancient world. Roman
emperors would also make such claims.
(Later the dynamic would change as
church and state came to be represented by
two rival, yet interdependent, leaders dur-
ing the Middle Ages.)

When a man makes such claims of
divinity, he often is near the end of his time
and suffers a reversal. Alexander was dead
within years of his public boast.

In his assertion, Alexander was like a
religious leader prophesied to come in the
end time, claiming to be divine. In 2
Thessalonians, Paul states in chapter 2:4
that this person “sits as God in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is God.”
Revelation 13 speaks of a system to arise
at the same time, which will have both civ-

(See “‘’ALEXANDER,” page 7)



Different Elections—Same

Issues

Outside the United States, the same issues confront candidates in other elections.

that has been going through an election
campaign.

During the last few weeks, I’ve had the
opportunity to closely observe the Canadian
and Australian elections. New Zealand and the
United Kingdom are also going through the
early stages of elections, expected to be held
next year. The prime minister of each country
determines the date of the election, though
elections must be held within a prescribed peri-
od: five years for the United Kingdom and
Canada, three for Australia.

All four nations have a similar parliamen-
tary system. They are all constitutional monar-

The United States is not the only country

by Melvin Rhodes

Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, the
United Kingdom
and the United
States all have a

chies with Queen Elizabeth II as their head of
state. Their prime ministers are not directly
elected. People in each individual constituen-
cy vote for their representatives in parliament.
Whichever party has the majority of seats then

takes charge of the government, with the leader
of the party becoming prime minister.

All four countries have a long history of
political stability and, like America, have had
democratic institutions since colonial times.
The four nations are all that remain of the
“multitude of nations” descended from the bib-
lical patriarch Joseph’s son Ephraim (Genesis
48:19; see our booklet The United States and
Britain in Bible Prophecy to trace this fasci-
nating history). Collectively, as the British
Empire, they were a superpower before the
United States.

All five countries, America included, have a
great deal in common. Change the names of the
personalities involved in electioneering, and
you wouldn’t know which country you were in.
The issues being debated, it seems, are the
same everywhere.

Of course, there are some local issues that
vary from country to country. But the main
issues are common to all.

One of these is health care.

Increasing costs of health care

All five countries have massive numbers of

Australian Prime Minister John Howard
celebrates after winning a fourth term Oct. 9
(photo Reuters/Will Burgess)

baby boomers coming up for retirement. These
will need more health care as they age. Where
is the money coming from?

At the same time, advances in medical care
mean that people are demanding more options,
which, in turn, help people live longer, during
which time they require ever more health care.
Who is going to pay for it?

The four parliamentary democracies all
have government health-care systems. Even in
the United States, the government is heavily
involved in providing medical care. Almost 50
percent of all medical care in the United
States is covered by Medicare (for the elder-
ly) or Medicaid (for some of those who have
no private medical insurance). A recent survey
in the United States showed that those who
benefit from Medicare and Medicaid are the
most satisfied with their medical care; those

great deal in
common. All

share a common

history.
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depending on private insurance were
the least happy.

What it all seems to come down to
is this: People everywhere want first-
class medical care, but they don’t
want to pay a high premium for it!

In Canada, the national govern-
ment and the leaders of the provinces
had to work together to come up with
an additional $18 billion (Canadian)
for the medical system.

In Australia, in the closing days of
the election campaign, leaders of both
main parties were making various
promises to improve the system. With
high taxes already in place, I won-
dered where the money was going to
come from. Higher taxes, still?

In England, health care has been an
issue for decades. When the govern-
ment-run National Health Service was
first introduced in 1948, it was the
envy of many nations. No longer is
that the case. People routinely wait
months (or years) for surgery. The
government has made health care a
priority and has diverted considerable
sums of money to improve the system,
but the public perception is that it’s
still inadequate.

Perhaps the lesson to be learned
here is that health care is a bottomless
pit—no matter how much you spend
on it, you can always spend more.

In the United States, health care is
still a private matter for roughly half
the population. Typically, large em-
ployers provide health-care coverage
for their employees, with employees
usually having to pay a deductible
amount in full and then co-payments,
often in the 10 to 25 percent range.
Employees can pay into special tax-
free funds to cover their expenses. The
paperwork for all this is quite horren-
dous, which, in turn, means higher
overhead for doctors and hospitals.

Health-care costs have risen way
above the rate of inflation. The United
States now spends about twice as
much of its GNP on health care as any
other Western nation (14 percent
against 7 percent in the United
Kingdom). Americans like to think
that they have the best health-care sys-
tem in the world (but then again, so do
the British).

The World Health Organization

6 World News and Prophecy

(WHO) begs to differ, listing the
United States at 37th in a world league
of health-care systems. This ranking
took into account longevity, infant
mortality rates, preventive care and
many other factors. The United States
had a higher rate of infant mortality
than most Western nations and lacked
terribly when it came to preventive
care. There’s a simple explanation for
this—private medicine cannot make
money out of preventive care, whereas
government medical systems have a
vested interest in preventing sickness
so that they save money further down
the line!

According to the WHO, France had
the best system. The United Kingdom
was 18th on the list; Canada was at
number 30. In fairness, it should be
pointed out that France’s very gener-
ous medical system is giving it serious

Al-Qaeda, responsible for
the attacks on Sept. 11,
Oct. 12 and many other

occasions, has listed four of
these five countries as prior-
ity targets.

economic problems in other areas and
cut-backs are increasingly likely. And
Canada’s system had to be bailed out
recently with that extra $18 billion.

A further complication here is the
low birthrate in all five countries since
the post-World War II baby boomer
generation. Not one of the five coun-
tries has a birthrate that can support its
growing elderly population. Faced
with rising government expenditure
for health care and retirement pensions
(social security) in the coming years,
all five countries allow immigration by
younger people from developing
nations with high birthrates.

Putting aside the social problems
that this is creating, particularly in the
inner cities of all five countries, these
countries haven’t asked the question:
Will people from Asia and Africa,
where extended family systems are the
norm, be willing to pay out to support

elderly white people whose children
don’t want to take care of them?

In a democracy, such questions
don’t matter yet. That particular ques-
tion won’t need answering until three
or four elections down the line, and
politicians only think as far as the next
election.

Security concerns

National security is another major
issue under discussion in all five coun-
tries, though somewhat less so in out-
of-the-way New Zealand.

The  United States, United
Kingdom and Australia have troops in
Iraq. All three countries have lost
nationals in terrorist attacks, either on
or since Sept. 11, 2001. Australia lost
almost 100 of its citizens in the Bali
bombing one year later, on Oct. 12,
2002. A bomb attack on the Australian
embassy in Jakarta in the run-up to the
election was a further reminder of the
threat from Islamic militants. The
leader of the opposition Labor Party,
Mark Latham, argued that Australia
was suffering from terrorism because
it supported the Bush administration in
Iraq.

Similar arguments are being made
by many in the United Kingdom. Even
in America itself, Democrats suggest-
ed that a change in administration,
with a subsequent change in foreign
policy, would bring about a decrease in
terrorism and worldwide anti-
Americanism.

All three countries are clearly
divided on the issue of national secu-
rity. Opinion polls show the division to
be approximately 50-50.

What is interesting, though, is how
at a time of increased threats to their
national security, cutbacks in defense
expenditure are either being consid-
ered or are already being put into prac-
tice.

New Zealand’s military, by some
accounts, is almost nonexistent today.
Many New Zealanders feel that their
geographical location makes it unlike-
ly that anybody will attack them. And,
if any country did, Australia would
quickly come to their aid, as the
Australians wouldn’t want a hostile
power to attack their close neighbor.

The United Kingdom is reducing



the size of its military yet again.
Already less than 25 percent of what it
was when Queen Elizabeth ascended
the throne in 1952, and committed to
more wars by this prime minister than
any before him, the British military is
clearly over-stretched.

Canada, one of the six countries
targeted on al-Qaeda’s recent hit list,
seems content with a small military
and is trying to keep a low profile,
staying out of everything as much as
possible.

Meanwhile, the current Australian
government of Prime Minister John
Howard, reelected Oct. 9 to a fourth
term in office, gives priority to the
ANZUS treaty, whereby Australia,
New Zealand and the United States
have committed themselves to aid
each other in the event of attack.
Australians have committed troops to
Iraq, just as they did to Vietnam.

Even the United States has to care-
fully assess the costs of troop commit-
ments, before making any more,
because it is so expensive to deploy
and supply soldiers far from home.
This comes at a time when interna-
tional terrorism is creating ever more
trouble spots around the world.

One reason for the lack of funds for
the military is the need for ever greater
funds for health care and other social
programs. So far, the United States is
covering both needs by “borrowing”
from future generations through the
accumulation of massive deficits—not
an option in the other four countries.

Governments in  democratic
nations have to listen to the people, if
only to remain in office. The dilemma
for democratic countries in this age of
global Islamic terrorism will be to give
the people what they want, while at the
same time ensuring their safety. The
1930s showed the folly of defense cuts
at the expense of domestic considera-
tions, nearly resulting in a catastroph-
ic defeat at the hands of the Nazis.

Al-Qaeda, responsible for the
attacks on Sept. 11, Oct. 12 and many
other occasions, has listed four of
these five countries as priority targets.
Only New Zealand was not listed. The
two other countries on their priority
list were Italy (presumably for sup-
porting the United States in Iraq) and

Spain, which was ruled by the Muslim
Moors for centuries and is therefore
subject to a territorial claim. Spain
withdrew its troops from Iraq follow-
ing a major series of terror attacks on
Madrid in March. Italy may do so
when the present prime minister,
Silvio Berlusconi, is no longer in
office. This would then leave the four
English-speaking countries listed as
the top targets of Islamic terror.

Given the mutual defense treaty
between the United States, Australia
and New Zealand, one has to wonder
when al-Qaeda will realize the strate-
gic and relatively low risk value in tar-
geting New Zealand. Such an attack
could cost the United States and
Australia considerable sums to deploy
forces to New Zealand to protect it
against further attacks.

But why this unique connection
between these English-speaking coun-
tries in today’s world? God’s inspired
revelation to His creation, the Bible,
shows us that all five nations are
descended from one of the 12 sons of
Israel. All share a common history and
destiny.

The commonly called “Lost Tribes
of Israel” may be discovered and
understood from the very pages of the
Bible found on your shelf or by your
bedside. If you would like to under-
stand more about the United States and
the nations of the Commonwealth,
please request our free booklet The
United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy. «

Recommended Reading

What is ahead of us
now? What does the
Bible say about the
future for nations like
the United States,
Britain, Canada,
Australia and New
Zealand? We offer a
well-researched book-
let that can help.
Request The United States and Britain in
Bible Prophecy. It is free of charge.

Contact any of our offices listed on page
15, or request or download it from our
Web site at
www.ucg.org

“ALEXANDER,”’ (Continued from page 4)

il and religious power (a ruler called “the
beast,” backed up and supported by
“another beast”—teligious in nature—that
has the power to deceive and work mira-
cles). Working together for a time, they
will enslave men and defy the power of
God in one last human effort to achieve a
one-world system apart from God.

Alexander wanted to bring together
the peoples of Europe and Asia into the
same system—one-world government. He
came closer than any man, before or after,
to accomplishing this goal. This fusion of
peoples into one system did transform the
world. After Alexander’s death, there was
the continued struggle for power, but the
world he touched was transformed. Greek
ideas and culture were spread.

A new world was created that eventu-
ally settled under the uniform yoke of
Rome. The ideas of Aristotle, Plato and
Socrates were spread and became a foun-
dation for Western civilization. It was into
this hellenized world that Christ was born
and founded His Church.

To this very same world that
Alexander molded, the Church took the
words of the true gospel about Jesus
Christ and the Kingdom of God. Yes,
the true story of a God who would
become man—the reverse of Alex-
ander’s ambition. Yet, where a man who
claimed to be a god failed, the One who
was God and became man succeeded.

What different yet contrasting sto-
ries! One man was born in a royal court
and died in Babylon. Another as a baby
was laid in a manger and died in Jeru-
salem. Yet Christ, who died almost at
the same age as Alexander, laid the
foundation for God’s eternal Kingdom.

Alexander sought by cruel force of
arms to forge his vision of one world.
Ultimately his attempt failed, just as all
other attempts have failed. He fought
and traveled over a part of the world
where peace is still sought.

The Middle East is still the stage where
civilizations clash. The final clash will ulti-
mately include the city of Alexander’s
death, spiritual Babylon, vs. the city of
Christ’s ascension—*"Jerusalem above.”
The story of kingdoms is not yet over! The
God who became a man, Jesus Christ, is
coming to extinguish and crush the system
symbolized in part by the man who would
be a god. <
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Focus on Sudan—More Than a

Humanitarian Crisis

The disaster in the Darfur region of Sudan is called “the worst humanitarian crisis in the world
today.” Why doesn't the United Nations simply stop it? Why don't the world’s powerful nations
step in to end the crisis? This article separates the tangled issues to show what is happening and
why, as well as what to expect next.

In January of this
year, the world
suddenly took
notice of Sudan,
when 100,000
refugees poured
into neighboring
Chad. The U.S.
Congress
declared the
matter genocide.
So, why doesn’t
the international
community stop
the slaughter?

by Cecil E. Maranville

hat do you know about Sudan? Until
Wrecently, most in the West would like-

ly have said, “That’s the little African
country that the U.S. attacked with cruise mis-
siles during the Clinton administration.”

And that is partly true. The United States
destroyed what it said was a nerve gas manu-
facturing plant in Khartoum, Sudan’s capital,
in August 1998. (Sudan maintains to this day
that it was a pharmaceutical plant.)

But Sudan is not a little country. It is the
largest nation in Africa, about 25 percent of the
size of the continental United States. The Nile
River traverses it from north to south, and all of
this mighty river’s tributaries are partially or
entirely within Sudan.

Its extensive borders touch Egypt, Libya,
Chad, the Central African Republic, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda,
Kenya, Ethiopia and Eritrea. It even has 500
miles of coastline on the Red Sea. Its eastern
boundary is not far from the new base of the
U.S. Combined Joint Task Force in Djibouti,
from which counterterrorism in the Horn of
Africa is coordinated.

In January of this year, the world suddenly
took notice of Sudan, when 100,000 refugees
poured into neighboring Chad. While the world
news seems taken up with Iraq, Sudanese con-
tinue to die at a rate of 70,000 per month. U.S.
officials warn that even with the massive inter-
national relief effort underway, hundreds of
thousands more will die.

The U.S. Congress declared the matter
genocide. So, why doesn’t the international
community stop the slaughter? Ah, now we
begin to step into the complexities. The UN’s
World Food Program says the death rate “isn’t
actually genocide,” and the UN has appointed a
commission to study whether that term should
be used. This all seems to be so much “fiddling
while Rome burns.”

8 World News and Prophecy

The ethnic and religious face of Sudan

The principal ethnic groups are black (52
percent) and Arab (39 percent). Seventy percent
are Sunni Muslim (many blacks are Muslims),
and they live mostly in the north. Twenty-five
percent practice pagan African religions and 5
percent are Christian.

The nation is extremely poor. Only about 7
percent of its land is arable, but approximately
80 percent of its workforce toils in agriculture,
mostly in the southern states. With its debt
equaling nearly 90 percent of its GDP, Sudan
faces staggering economic problems.

The Darfur region lies in the north and west,
populated by non-Arab and Arab nomadic
tribes. As a further illustration of the complex-
ity of the situation, over 90 different tribes
inhabit the region!

Drought is a perpetual threat. When it hits,
the nomads migrate south to find water for their
livestock. The southern farmers do not appreci-
ate this, but they have lived with it for genera-
tions. Whenever there was a dispute, the elders
of the tribes got together and worked matters
out.

Two major things have changed. Khartoum
did away with the tribal justice system and
required complainants to go through govern-
ment bureaucrats. And the drought has lasted so
long that thousands of nomads have taken up
more or less permanent locations around the
shrinking waterholes of the south. So the
nomads and farmers have been in constant con-
flict.

Civil war

Completely separate from this crisis, for the
past 22 years the north and south have fought a
bloody civil war, which killed 2 million and dis-
placed another 4 million people—mostly from
the non-Muslim south.

Like so many African nations, Sudan was



once part of the British Empire and
gained independence in the 1950s.
Today Sudan’s law is part British and
part Islamic. The government has a
facade of democracy, but it actually is a
dictatorial alliance of the military and
the (Islamic) National Congress Party.

Since 1983, the government has
tried to impose sharia (Islamic) law on
the entire country. The south has resist-
ed vigorously, and fought bitterly for
more of a say in the government.

The divisions are principally
Muslim versus non-Muslim. Even
though Muslims are the majority, some
of them claim that they are the ones
whose existence is threatened.

A journalist told of an imam who
was addressing a group of about 200
Islamic men. In fiery passion, the cleric
warned all to be ready to join a jihad
against forces seeking to destroy all
Muslims. As he finished, all drew their
daggers and thrust them skyward with
an angry shout of unity.

In the past two years, various facili-
tators, including the United States and
the European Union, have helped the
warring factions work toward peace.
Until Darfur, it looked like the civil war
would come to an end soon.

Haven for terrorists

The 1990s brought another factor to
the equation. The combination of
Muslim fervor and extreme poverty
made Sudan a ripe recruiting ground
and a safe haven for Islamic terrorists.
ABC News once offered this simple pro-
file of a terrorist: Someone with noth-
ing to lose. Many thousands of young
Sudanese men could be so described.

The last three U.S. administrations
designated Sudan a state sponsor of ter-
rorism. When Saudi Arabia expelled
Osama bin Laden in 1991, he went to
Sudan, where the United States believes
he trained terrorists, plotted terrorist
attacks and made weapons—perhaps
chemical ones. Under U.S. and Saudi
pressure, Sudan expelled him in 1994,
but the United States still lists Sudan as
a state that sponsors terrorism. Just last
month, the United States froze $143
million in assets of a Sudan-based char-
ity that was intended for terrorism.

At the same time, Sudan has been
cooperating in some ways with interna-
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A group of displaced Sudanese women drink water from a hole dug in the
sand at the Seliah camp in western Darfur. The camp is home to thousands
of Sudanese who have fled their villages due to fighting (photo
Reuters/Antony Njuguna)

tional efforts against terror. However,
because of its continuing ties to terror-
ism, the United States does not trade
with Sudan.

The spark that ignited Darfur

In August 2003, another dynamic
exploded itself on the country—Iliterally.
A small rebel group attacked an airportin
El Fasher, a city in Darfur, shooting up
five military planes and two helicopter
gunships and killing 100 people.

This began the cascade of deadly
events.

Khartoum desperately wanted to
convey to the world that it was at long
last becoming a stable nation, so it want-
ed the Darfur uprising quashed—and
fast. A few thousand troops could easi-
ly have rounded up the poorly organized
and poorly armed rebels, but the gov-
ernment turned instead to Arab militias
for help.

There are numerous small Arab
tribes in the north, each with its own
private army or militia. To Khartoum, it
was simple. The Arab Muslim tribes
were natural enemies of the rebels. But

the Arabs were also the natural enemies
of the peaceful non-Muslim Darfurians.
Instead of merely fighting the people
responsible for the attack on the airport,
the Arab militias began shooting every-
thing that moved.

They burned villages to the ground,
stole whatever property they wanted and
systematically raped women and girls,
utterly terrorizing the peaceful citizens.

Khartoum had unleashed a monster.
Yet the government officially denies
authorizing the pillaging. For their part,
the Arab militias innocently protest that
they are only patriots responding to their
government’s cry for help.

Immediately, the non-Arab people
of Darfur began to flee for their lives.
When Khartoum could no longer hide
the crisis from the outside world, it
relaxed its tight restrictions on relief
workers entering the country. When the
humanitarians came, they found huge
numbers of displaced Darfurians wan-
dering within Sudan.

At first, the relief workers did not
fathom what was happening. One said,
“These are the happiest [.D.P.’s [inter-
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nally displaced persons] that I have ever
seen.” They thought that the situation
therefore couldn’t be as bad as some
were claiming. But it soon became clear
that the “happiness” of the refugees was
simply relief at the sight of foreigners.
The refugees believed that the Arab
militias would now stop killing them.

When relief workers asked the flee-
ing Darfurians who was terrorizing
them, they replied, “Janjaweed.” Not the
name of any ethnic group, it is instead
their epithet for bandits or highwaymen;
it means, “devils on horseback.”

In time, the horrifying size of the cri-
sis began to take on definition. There are
between 1 and 2 million homeless
Darfurians in Sudan, in addition to those
who fled the country. And they have
been starving to death by the thousands.

Khartoum argues that the Darfurians
can safely return home anytime, and it
refuses to disarm Arab militias, saying
that not all of them are Janjaweed. (It
doesn’t want to alienate this powerful
group.) Yet the Arab militias continue
their raping and pillaging. And the sur-
vivors are so terrorized that they are
telling relief workers they will never be
willing to return to their home regions.

Many wonder why the United
Nations doesn’t impose sanctions on
Khartoum to force it to stop the killing
and the rampaging. It would likely be
blocked from doing so by China, which
has let it be known that it would veto a
Security Council resolution.

Sudan still officially denies the cata-
strophe is as bad as the Western press
says it is. Libya, Egypt, Nigeria and
Chad released a joint statement in
October, standing by Sudan and flatly
rejecting any “foreign intervention.”

Two choices

Career Africanist John Prendergast
says Sudan has two choices: coopera-
tion or intransigence. It needs to coop-
erate with the peace negotiated with its
southern population, with international
relief organizations and with counter-
terrorism efforts.

But how can the 1 to 1.5 million
Darfurian refugees ever feel safe
enough to return to live among Arab
tribes that raped and murdered their
families? And what of the 4 million dis-
placed by the civil war? All is compli-
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cated by the fact that the unforgiving
drought continues.

If Khartoum continues to be stub-
born, Prendergast warns that the civil
war will resume and spread to more
fronts, with the south declaring inde-
pendence. Since most of the nation’s oil
and natural gas reserves are in the south,
Khartoum and its Arab/Muslim allies
aren’t going to let it slip away easily.

North Africa will likely figure
prominently in the merging of nations
into a perfect storm of international con-
flict. See The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy for details of this aspect of the
situation.

Sudan’s largest supplier and its
largest buyer is China, with its burgeon-
ing appetite for petroleum products.

The United States likely will
be a loser no matter what it
does. Some will criticize it for

“overstating the crisis” for
political reasons. Others will
criticize it for not doing
enough to stop the geno-
cide. And the United States
fears it will lose in a much
more important area: It
believes that al-Qaeda is
now aqggressively recruiting
in the Sahel region . . .

Another large trading partner is the
European Union, which is steadily
increasing its influence in world affairs.
We believe that both China and the
European Union will play major roles in
end-time prophecies, as our booklet The
Book of Revelation Unveiled explains.

The United States likely will be a
loser no matter what it does. Some will
criticize it for “overstating the crisis” for
political reasons. Others will criticize it
for not doing enough to stop the geno-
cide. And the United States fears it will
lose in a much more important area: It
believes that al-Qaeda is now aggres-
sively recruiting in the Sahel region of
which southern Sudan is a part.

So, the situation appears to defy any
human solution—but help will come
from another source. The prophet Amos
wrote: “‘Behold, the days are coming,’
says the LOorD, ‘When the plowman
shall overtake the reaper, and the tread-
er of grapes him who sows seed; the
mountains shall drip with sweet wine,
and all the hills shall flow with it’”
(Amos 9:13).

If you read this promise in context,
you will find that it is speaking of the
Messiah restoring the land of Israel. But
God is not a God of the Israelites alone.
Christ isn’t returning to bless only Jews
or Christians. He is coming to bring
blessings and peace to the entire world.
What God promises for Israel shows the
way that He will bless all mankind,
when it turns to Him for help.

In that not-too-distant future, Christ
will end the disastrous drought cycle,
bringing needed rain to Sudan. Further,
“He shall judge between the nations,
and rebuke many people [correct those
who need it]; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks [they will voluntari-
ly fashion their weapons into productive
agricultural implements]; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah
2:4).

You may recognize this prophecy as
the one on the statue that sits in front of
the UN’s New York headquarters. The
United Nations cannot bring it to pass,
but the One who inspired it can—and
will. «
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Web site at
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Out of Sight—Out of Mind!

What is the European Union (EU)? This is not such a strange question when you realize that
many, if not most, Americans are largely unaware of vitally important EU activities such as the
signing of the new Treaty of Rome. Yet Bible prophecy shows that future events in Europe will shock

America and the world—perhaps in the not-too-distant future.

American political landscape” (Inter-

national Herald Tribune, Oct. 19, 2004).
These are the stark words of Anne-Marie
Slaughter, dean of the Woodrow Wilson School
of Politics and International Affairs at Princeton
University.

A previous Associated Press report from
Brussels stated that “most Americans. ..
acknowledged that they did not know much about
the 25-nation European Union with 77% saying
[in a Gallup Poll] they knew little or nothing”
(International Herald Tribune, June 8, 2004).

However, as we shall soon discover in this arti-
cle, ignorance of European affairs will not be bliss
for any nation or its citizens.

" The European Union does not exist on the

Signing a new Treaty of Rome

By the time you read these words, leaders of
the EU nations will have signed a brand-new
Treaty of Rome (still to be ratified by individual
members). You may recall the original Treaty of
Rome created the six-nation European Economic
Community; that has now grown into the 25-
nation European Union.

Senior journalist Quentin Peel remarked that
“the solemn ceremony is taking place in the Italian
capital [Rome], where the founding treaty was
signed in 1957 (The Financial Times, Oct. 14,
2004). The symbolic significance will not be lost
on those who have watched the unfolding of
events in Europe over four decades and more.

And we must not underestimate the Italian role
in the European Union for the last five years. It
was under Romano “Prodi’s presidency that the
EU has acquired a single currency, drawn up a
constitution and picked up 10 new states” (The
Sunday Times, Oct. 17, 2004).

Bible prophecy strongly indicates that the city
of Rome will play a decisive future role in a
European combine known in Scripture as “the
beast.” The book of Revelation tells us of the
emergence of a vast end-time empire governed
from a great city God labels “Babylon the Great”
(Revelation 17:5, 18).

by John Ross Schroeder

"The time of Jacob’s trouble”

These future events correspond with “the time
of Jacob’s trouble” mentioned in the Old
Testament (Jeremiah 30:7). To really understand
biblical prophecy, you have to know the identity
of the modern descendants of the patriarch Jacob
(whose name God changed to Israel) and where
they dwell today. (This knowledge, taken from the
Bible and other reliable historical sources, is made
known in our extensively researched, full-color
brochure The United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy. Please request your free copy today.)

The source of much of this future trouble for
America and Britain will come from a United
States of Europe. That is why it is so necessary to
observe and understand European affairs of state
today. We cannot afford to continue in ignorance.

What we see presently in Europe is most prob-
ably the gradual creation of the necessary govern-
mental infrastructure. The current European
nations certainly are mostly democratic and don’t
appear on the surface to be any threat to world
peace.

What the Bible predicts for Europe will likely
be precipitated by a very serious future crisis of
some sort. The severe economic conditions in
Germany of the 1920s and early 1930s produced
Hitler, who undoubtedly was under the direct
influence of a powerful but unseen coconspirator.

A sinister source lurking
behind the scenes

The apostle Paul tells us that we Christians
don’t struggle against flesh-and-blood human
beings, but instead with wicked spirits in high
places (Ephesians 6:12). The Bible reveals that
this is not God’s world. The unseen rulers are fall-
en angels (or demons) who serve Satan the devil,
“the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Scripture says Satan has deceived the whole
world (Revelation 12:9). It is the devil who will
bring about the eventual emergence of “the beast”
and his associate “the false prophet.” Paul
describes Satan’s methods: “The coming of the
lawless one will be in accordance with the work of

The source of
much of the
future trouble for
America and
Britain will come
from a United
States of Europe.
That is why it is so
necessary to
observe and
understand
European affairs
of state today.
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Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit
miracles, signs and wonders, and in every
sort of evil that deceives those who are per-
ishing” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10, New
International Version). (To better under-
stand the role of Satan the devil, please
write for our free booklet Is There Really
a Devil?)

We should not assume that major hap-
penings of a catastrophic nature do not lie
directly in our path. Sept. 11 should have
taught us to expect the unexpected. The
book of Revelation shows us that 9/11, as
horrendous as it was and still is, will even-
tually pale into insignificance in compari-
son to the cataclysmic events prophesied to
occur in the end time.

Have you read the book of Revelation?
If not, it should become a priority on your
reading list. If you need some help and
guidance in understanding its message,
please request our free brochure The Book
of Revelation Unveiled.

Prophetic disclosures of Daniel
and Revelation

Modern Europe lies within the geo-
graphic soil inhabited by the old Roman
Empire. Its latter revival is extensively
prophesied in the Old Testament book of
Daniel and the book of Revelation. These
two biblical books combine to give us a
true picture of both historical and prophet-
ic events.

The prophet Daniel, interpreting

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a colossal
human image, spoke of a series of king-
doms to arise on the world scene. The
Babylonian empire was to be followed by
three other kingdoms, identified in history
as the Medo-Persian, Greco-Macedonian
and finally the Roman, empires (Daniel
2:28-40).

As Daniel prophesied, the Roman
Empire proved to be more dominant and
enduring than its predecessors, lasting for
centuries. Indeed the original empire has
already experienced a number of revivals
with one final one still to emerge.

The Bible prophesies that a group of 10
kings or national leaders will give rise to a
future union that will fulfill certain end-
time Bible prophecies. Some will be much
stronger than others.

The book of Revelation adds more
details. “The ten horns which you [the
apostle John] saw are ten kings who have
received no kingdom as yet, but they
receive authority for one hour [symbolic of
a short time] as kings with the beast. These
are of one mind, and they will give their
power and authority to the beast. These
will make war with the Lamb [at the sec-
ond coming of Jesus Christ], and the Lamb
will overcome them, for He is Lord of
lords and King of kings, and those who are
with Him are called, chosen, and faithful”
(Revelation 17:12-14).

Daniel speaks of those who will assist
Christ. They are the saints of the Most

High God (Daniel 7:27)—patriarchs like
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; judges like
Deborah; prophets like Moses and Elijah;
kings like David. Their numbers include
all truly converted Christians since the
time of Christ. This is truly good news that
will follow the catastrophic events to chas-
ten the inhabitants of our present world.

Essential reading and studying

In no way could any individual article
about the European Union do any more
than highlight crucial future events in a
generalized, overall manner. To grasp the
various aspects, facets and critical detailed
knowledge, you will also need to request
and read our free brochures You Can
Understand Bible Prophecy and Are We
Living in the Time of the End?

All of the booklets and brochures men-
tioned in this article dovetail together to
form a complete picture of future prophet-
ic events. It will require a great deal of
reading and studying to truly comprehend
the vast scope of what is currently form-
ing in Europe. In the pages of World News
and Prophecy we are urgently trying to
raise the prophetic awareness level of the
American people (and that of the inhabi-
tants of other nations too).

Matthew 24:14 sums up this mission.
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come”
(King James Version). <

The New Treaty of Rome—Why a Dangerous Document?

The signing by heads of state of the new Treaty of Rome
gives formal approval to the new European Constitution,
although it still needs ratification by national parliaments,
including citizens’ referenda in some EU countries.

This one supreme legal document supersedes the founding
document of the Treaty of Rome (1957), the Single European
Act (1986), the Maastricht Treaty of European Union (1992)
and other formal agreements at Amsterdam (1997) and Nice
(2000). Clearly the new document is all-encompassing.

The articles themselves in the constitution contain some
worrying provisions. For instance, one article broadly states:
“This constitution shall have primacy over the laws of the
Member states” (Article 1-5). If that isn’t a formula for ceding
of national sovereignty to Brussels, what is?

Article 1-15 also raises grave concerns. It reads: “The com-
mon foreign and security policy shall cover all aspects of for-
eign policy and all questions relating to the Union’s security

policy and unreservedly, in a spirit of loyalty and mutual soli-
darity.” Once this is in force, will Britain even be able to render
help to America as it has done in the war with Iraq and in its
aftermath?

David Heathcoat-Amory, a member of the actual drafting
body, said: “The big issue is whether power remains at
Westminster [in Britain] at all, or it goes to Brussels, and under
this constitution there will be massive further transfer to Europe”
(The Daily Telegraph, June 19, 2004).

A Daily Mail feature writer summarized British fears: “It
will create a new European state of which we will all be citizens.
It will be able to sign treaties and join international bodies and
its law will supersede our own. Britain will become a mere
region within its federal embrace.” A very disturbing thought!

Notwithstanding the good intentions of present EU states-
men, the Bible foretells the eventual emergence of a European
superstate with terrifying results for the whole world. «
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In Brief...

World News Review

“Holy” Land Far From
Holy

The nation of Israel is often called the
Holy Land, but that isn’t an apt descrip-
tion of its inhabitants’ present lifestyle.

Israeli Justice Minister Yosef Lapid
reported in August that there are as many
as 3,000 prostitutes in his nation today.
An additional element of sadness to the
story is that the prostitutes did not choose
this life. The Russian mafia lures women
in destitute situations with assurances of
a better life. It takes them to Egypt and
then smuggles them into Israel.

The women have to “work off”” what
they “owe” for transportation to their
new country. Their smugglers charge
them between $4,000 and $10,000 each.
Fox News reported that each one earns
about $200,000 year for her “masters,”
which adds up to an annual take of about
$62 million for the smugglers.

Of course, the reason the scheme is
profitable is that there are Israelis and
tourists who are the “customers.” In plain
language, they are committing fornica-
tion or adultery. Not only are they injur-
ing themselves (and their spouses)
physically and spiritually, they also are
making it possible for vile men to take
advantage of women who simply want to
live free and earn a decent living.

The Israeli government is taking
steps to interdict the smugglers. But until
its citizens individually commit to obey-
ing the Seventh Commandment, the
crime will continue to pay, and the smug-
glers will continue their evil trade.

Government in turmoil

On a related topic, fractures within
the ever-contentious Knesset threaten to
bring down the Sharon government over
its policy on settlements in the Gaza
strip. Three government ministers, in-
cluding former Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, are threatening to resign.

Ironically, Prime Minister Sharon
initially helped lead the way for Israelis

to settle in this mostly Palestinian terri-
tory on the Egyptian border. Now he is
trying to lead the way for the dismantling
of the Israeli towns there in his pursuit of
peace with the Palestinians.

Jewish settlers are angry with Mr.
Sharon for this turnabout in policy. Many
of them paid with blood in battles with
Palestinian militias that tried to force
them out. Now it seems to them that their
government is abandoning them.

Of course, Mr. Sharon’s objective is
to find a way for Jews and Palestinians
to live together in harmony. But hatred
runs too deep for peace to take root.

Israel will again be a Holy Land, but
only after Christ returns and establishes
anew government in Jerusalem.

Javier Solana—the Face
of the EU

Javier Solana is the FEuropean
Union’s foreign minister. His full title is
“Secretary-General of the Council of the
EU and High Representative for the
Common Foreign and Security Policy.”
And he is every bit as influential as the
lofty title implies. Here is his schedule
for just seven days in October:

* Meet with minister for foreign
affairs for Macedonia to discuss that
country’s progress along the road to inte-
gration into the EU.

* [ssue a statement of support for the
recent Kosovo elections, criticizing the
Kosovo Serbs for their low turnout.

* Participate in meeting of all EU
chiefs of police to discuss European
security and defense—an immensely
important matter in a time of great ter-
rorist threat.

* Meet with NATO’s North Atlantic
Council, which is responsible for the
security of member states and is the most
important decision-making body of
NATO, according to its handbook.

* Visit Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and
Khartoum, Sudan. Addis Ababa is host-

ing a meeting of the African Union (AU),
whose forces are entering the Sudan to
try to end the genocide occurring in
Darfur. The EU has promised to finance
over half of the AU’s costs. Dr. Solana is
meeting with the Sudanese government
in Khartoum to help negotiate continued
efforts to end the 22-year civil war.

* During the same visit, meet with
representatives of Somalia to help facili-
tate its peaceful reunification.

e Meet with the Palestinian
Authority’s minister of foreign affairs,
Nabeel Shaath, to help get Israel and the
Palestinans back on track toward peace.
Frustrated with the virtually defunct
Road Map to Peace, the EU wants to
resuscitate it and is launching what it
calls the Street Map to Peace.

¢ In the same time frame, issue a
public statement of praise for the Israeli
Knesset’s decision to pull its settlements
out of Gaza.

As we go to press, there are reports
that Yasser Arafat is seriously ill. Should
Arafat die, Dr. Solana will undoubtedly
have a hand in helping the Palestinians
regroup and redefine themselves under
new leadership.

Clearly, Dr. Solana is a busy man, but
more than that, his work shows that the
EU is extending its footprint of influence
throughout greater Europe, the Middle
East and in North Africa.

In a startling development, Dr.
Solana says that the EU is considering
sending ““a police mission on the ground”
to help train Palestinian security forces,
which must police Gaza if the Israeli
army pulls out. Think of that—European
troops in Israel to help ensure peace.
Students of Bible prophecy will imme-
diately think of Christ’s warning, “When
you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
then know that its desolation is near”
(Luke 21:20). A police mission is not the
complete fulfillment of this significant
prophecy, but it shows how readily it
could be fulfilled.

Contributor: Cecil E. Maranville
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““TEARS,” (Continued from page 16)

pointment with ourselves. Such tears
spill forth from the corners of our eyes.
They often come unexpectedly and at
the most embarrassing moments. They
surprise us, for they unmask who we
really are to others and ourselves. Such
tears flow from that inner vault of our
well-protected ego—the spot where we
plant the “no trespassing” sign!

Why? Because we don’t want peo-
ple to know who we really are, and per-
haps most importantly, we don’t want to
comprehend who we really are! The
disciple known as Peter shed such tears
when he had to confront himself. Luke
22:61-62 explains how “the Lord turned
and looked at Peter. Then Peter remem-
bered the word of the Lord, how He had
said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows,
you will deny Me three times.” So Peter
went out and wept bitterly.”

Earlier, he had proudly said he
would never deny Christ, but his fear
and anger got the best of him. Perhaps
such tears sound familiar or perhaps we
are yet to shed such tears, because we
refuse to see ourselves as others see us,
or most importantly, as God sees us.
There comes a time when everyone with
whom God is working must see himself
or herself.

Some of us have shed tears of humil-
iation. These tears often come to us
when we are alone and feel abandoned.
We beat ourselves up over matters that
sometimes we can’t even audibly
explain to others, much less to our-
selves. The well runs deep with such
tears—all the way to the very pits of our
stomachs—and we can feel it.

Perhaps we, too, have cried along-
side the woman mentioned in Luke
7:36-37. She 1is described as the
“woman in the city who was a sinner.”
Most commentaries will tell you that
she was most likely a prostitute. And
that was why there was such an uproar
from the “religious crowd” looking on
as “she began to wash His feet with her
tears, and wiped them with the hair of
her head” (verse 58). Sometimes we
have no words, but can only reach out
with our tears and seek forgiveness and
understanding. We can’t even explain it
to ourselves, but God accepts our tears
of repentance. Even though “fallen”
before man, we are granted stature by
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God when we truly repent. Yes, tears
can be part of spiritual healing, helping
us connect with God.

Last, but certainly not least, are tears
of grief that are no strangers to most of
us. Most of us have experienced the

and see.’ Jesus wept. Then the Jews said,
‘See how He loved him!"”

There is much to be considered in
these few brief words. Whether He was
grieving with the others over His friend
or at the despair of their grief because

Sometimes we cry until there are no more tears that can be shed, but our
heart is still drowning in sorrow from the incredible separation we feel.

anguish of a loved one’s death. Such
tears tend to spill involuntarily from the
inside corners of our eyes and slowly
but surely work their way down to our
lips where we taste the salty bitterness
of life’s most crushing blows.
Sometimes we cry until there are no
more tears that can be shed, but our
heart is still drowning in sorrow from
the incredible separation we feel.

Jesus wept

Such tears of sadness can be seen on
the face of Jesus as He came upon a
community mourning the death of a
good man. He had been a companion of
the deceased individual. We pick up the
next rolling moments of this unfolding
saga in John 11:33-36 where we are
told, “Therefore, when Jesus saw her
[Mary, Lazarus’ sister] weeping, and the
Jews who came with her weeping, He
groaned in the spirit and was troubled.
And He said, ‘Where have you laid
him?’ They said to Him, ‘Lord, come

they lacked hope in God, it is a remark-
able moment when we see God touched
by man and, in turn, reaching out to
touch man in deepest empathy. In this
tender moment, recorded for our assur-
ance, we can come to fully appreciate
that God understands our frustrations,
our incredible feeling of separation and
our being so all alone.

The comforting and very real truth is
that we are never truly alone when we
cry. Long ago, the psalmist David
melodically set down the words, “You
keep track of all my sorrows. You have
collected all my tears in your bottle. You
have recorded each one in your book”
(Psalm 56:8, New Living Translation).

Whether we have had frightened
tears, sad tears, shame-filled tears or
even unshed tears—God is aware of
each and every one. Oh no, we are not
alone. But the challenge before us is to
see beyond the filmy veil of our tears to
atime when they will cease to exist. Just
remember, it’s not only a general
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prophecy for humanity at large, but also
much more than that—it’s a promise
from God to you personally.

God isn’t going to change His
mind

God has been thinking about this a
long time and He isn’t going to change
His mind. Long ago, in the time of
Isaiah, God began to share this signifi-
cant event by stating, “He will swallow
up death forever, and the Lord Gop will
wipe away tears from all faces” (Isaiah
25:8).

Ever missed a parade? Ever missed
a cab? Never had flowers delivered to
you? Has life seemingly passed you by
and good things only happen to every-
one else? When God says “all,” that
means all faces will be touched by Him.
That means yours too! God builds upon
this thought nearly 700 years later in
His revelation to us through the apostle
John in Revelation 7:17, saying, “God
will wipe away every tear from their
eyes.” Did you happen to notice the
focus of concern getting even more spe-
cific? Not simply “all faces” are men-
tioned, but now it is spoken that “every
tear” will be dealt with. A loving God
doesn’t miss one tear of yours.

What is being spoken about here is
not simply an absence of tears, but a
presence of real solutions. For every
effect there is a cause. Verse 17 clearly
portrays that “the Lamb [that is Jesus
Christ] who is in the midst of the throne
will shepherd them and lead them to
living fountains of waters.” This is the
full, unhindered access to godly
instruction that humanity has rejected.
When mankind’s collective eyes are
opened to understand God’s way of life,
and people stop doing what causes pain
and tears, the tears will cease—except
perhaps tears of joy.

Keep this picture in your mind

Coming full cycle, let’s look again
at Revelation 21:4 in which we are ele-
vated from this world of tears to one in
which “God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.” Have you ever wiped
a tear from the eye of your child or per-
haps the cheek of a girlfriend or the face
of your husband? It is one of the ulti-
mate bonds of unspoken communica-
tion—of tender affection and love that

demands no return other than knowing
someone cares.

This is the picture of God that He
wants us to carry in our hearts. A pic-
ture that colors our thoughts, and thus
our actions, that portrays God as being
near, so very near that whatever we go
through now in this world of tears will
be worth it to simply be there to expe-
rience the ultimate moment of divine
connection.

World News and Prophecy will con-
tinue to bring sobering news concern-
ing this world of tears in which we
presently exist. But we must see
beyond the folly of man entrapped in
his ways, and see—may I say sense and
feel—the fullness of God’s ultimate
good news—a world in which there are
“no more tears.” Until that time, we
must learn and come to emulate the

Our tears must come to rise
in chorus with those
mentioned in Ezekiel 9:4
whose sighs and cries reach
the heavens regarding a
world that rejects the ways
of God.

example of the fallen woman whose
tears flowed toward her present hope
and future reward, rather than her
past—now forgiven.

Our tears must come to rise in cho-
rus with those mentioned in Ezekiel 9:4
whose sighs and cries reach the heavens
regarding a world that rejects the ways
of God. Like Christ, we must come to
an appropriate spiritual maturity to
“weep with those who weep” (Romans
12:15).

Until that time, let us allow the
words of “the Spirit and the bride,” as
found in Revelation 22:17, to be our
guide toward that better tomorrow. It is
in the fullest measure of Isaiah 30:21,
which states, “This is the way, walk in
it,” that “the Spirit and the bride [the
Church of God] say, ‘Come!” And let
him who hears say, ‘Come!””

Come to a world with no more
tears. %
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| This is the Way
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by Robin Webber

No More Tears

ay I ask you a question? When was the last time
M you were brought to tears? You know what I’'m

writing about. I mean those times when you
received sobering news about a loved one’s condition or
simply when rotten consequences of your own choices
came crashing down all around you. Scared, shocked or
frightened by either sad news about others or by your own
troubles, you cried. That is, we cried—for each of us has
been there. If that salty fluid has filled and glistened your
eyes or crept down your cheeks or touched your lips with
its salty savor, then please relax and read on, for you are
not alone.

Tears are part and parcel of the human condition. In
describing life’s seasons, Solomon poignantly shared with
all of us in Ecclesiastes 3:4 that there is “a time to weep,
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.”
Since the time of Eden, since the beginning, the history of
humanity has been a “trail of tears.” In fact, the Bible can
be called, along with its many other titles, a “book of
tears.” It is after all the divine diary of all shed tears—not
merely man-made tears, but tears shed by God.

God will wipe away every tear

But the good news is that your Bible reveals an incred-
ible prophetic promise about a future time when things will
be dramatically different from anything that exists now or
ever has. Itis a promise from our heavenly Father that ulti-
mately must become more real than any human premise
that touches us—be it past, present or future.

Let’s read together what God would have us under-
stand, embrace and internalize. Yes, we need to internalize
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it so deeply, in the safe place of our hearts, that no one, not
even we ourselves, can rob us of such a wonderful truth.
God clearly brings His future to us and vividly describes
in Revelation 21:3-4 when a loud voice from heaven will
say, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God
Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
pain, for the former things have passed away.”

Understand that this isn’t simply pretty biblical prose
set in apocalyptic metaphor to comfort us when we are
down-and-out or simply “done in” with our human
moments. This set of verses is speaking to the transforma-
tion of the human realm, as mankind has experienced it,
into God’s realm, His Kingdom. This isn’t simply a calm-
ing of frayed nerves or some surgical procedure to remove
our tear ducts. It is the inauguration of the fullness of the
Kingdom of God. It is God’s future that He is inviting us
to—if only we can see through our human tears. And,
when this does occur, it will be greatly welcomed.

This present age of tears

But before we can fully appreciate this “New Age of No
More Tears,” we must first understand this present world
of tears. I'm talking about emotional tears that affect the
health of our bodies and affect other human beings. Think
for a moment about the different types of tears in our
human experience.

Some of us have shed angry tears or tears of disap-

(See ““TEARS,” page 14)





